
The Code of Hammurabi 
 

[Our gods] Anu… and Enlil… named me, Hammurabi, to be 
the exalted prince, the worshipper of the gods, to cause justice 
to prevail in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil, to 
prevent the strong from oppressing the weak; to enlighten the 
land and further the welfare of the people… 
 
6. If any one steals the property of a temple or of the court, 
he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives the 
stolen thing from him shall be put to death. 

22. If any one is committing a robbery and is caught, then 
he shall be put to death. 

110. If a priestess opens a bar, or enters a bar to drink, then 
this woman shall be burned to death. 

142. If a woman argues with her husband, and says: "You 
are not nice to me," the reasons for her prejudice must be 
presented. If she is guiltless, and there is no fault on her 

part, but he leaves and neglects her, then this woman has no blame, she shall take her dowry (money 
given to her at marriage) and go back to her father's house. 

168. If a man wish to kick his son out of his house, and declare before the judge: "I want to kick my 
son out," then the judge shall examine into his reasons. If the son is guilty of no great fault, for which 
he can be rightfully kicked out, the father shall not kick him out. 

195. If a son hits his father, his hands shall be cut off. 

196. If a nobleman put out the eye of nobleman, his eye shall be put out. 

197. If he breaks the bone of a nobleman, his bone shall be broken. 

198. If he put out the eye of a common man, or break the bone of a common man, he shall pay one 
[silver] mina. 

199. If he put out the eye of a man’s slave, or break the bones of a man’s slave, he shall pay one-half of 
[the slave’s] value [to the owner of the slave]. 

202. If any one strike the privates of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an 
ox-whip in public. 

229. If a builder builds a house for someone, and does not construct it properly, and the house which he 
built falls in and kills its owner, then that builder shall be put to death. 

230. If it kills the son of the owner the son of that builder shall be put to death. 


