
Greco-Persian War Reenactments 
 
Directions: Over the weekend, you learned about the Greco-Persian War, specifically focusing on 
one battle. Now you will work with your group to teach the rest of the class about your assigned battle 
through a narrated reenactment. 
 
FIRST- One group member will define the two vocabulary words for the class. 
 

THEN- The narrator (or for larger groups, two narrators) will read, in a loud and captivating voice, the 
story of the battle to class. Narrators must be loud and clear so they do no have to repeat themselves. 
 

MEANWHILE- While the narrator speaks, the rest of the group will act out certain parts of the story 
(described below) taking on different roles. Actors will hold up signs indicating who they are. Actors 
will not speak (unless a line is quoted in the scene description) and may not make physical contact 
with each other in acting out the scenes. 
 

FINALLY- At the end of class, students will have a chance to ask for clarification from group 
members on any part of the story. 
 
RIGHT NOW! 
As a group, quickly review the story and decide who will narrate and who will play each role, define 
the two terms, and answer the strategy question. When you are called to present, go quickly and 
quietly to the front of the class and begin. 
 

Ionian Revolt 
Roles: 
Narrator(s)  
Persians 
Ionians 
Puppet Ruler 
Spartan Leader 
Athenian Leader 
Persian King Darius 
 
Vocab: 
Puppet Ruler 
Tribute 
 
Scene Descriptions: 
1- Persians conquer Ionia and make one Ionian the Greek puppet ruler (pick one Ionian and give 
puppet ruler sign) 
2- Sparta refuses to help Ionians, Athens joins Ionians in revolt against Persians 
 
Strategy Question: 
Why were the Athenians more capable of helping than the Spartans? 
	  
	  



Greco-Persian War Reenactments 
 
Directions: Over the weekend, you learned about the Greco-Persian War, specifically focusing on 
one battle. Now you will work with your group to teach the rest of the class about your assigned battle 
through a narrated reenactment. 
 
FIRST- One group member will define the two vocabulary words for the class. 
 

THEN- The narrator (or for larger groups, two narrators) will read, in a loud and captivating voice, the 
story of the battle to class. Narrators must be loud and clear so they do no have to repeat themselves. 
 

MEANWHILE- While the narrator speaks, the rest of the group will act out certain parts of the story 
(described below) taking on different roles. Actors will hold up signs indicating who they are. Actors 
will not speak (unless a line is quoted in the scene description) and may not make physical contact 
with each other in acting out the scenes. 
 

FINALLY- At the end of class, students will have a chance to ask for clarification from group 
members on any part of the story. 
 
RIGHT NOW! 
As a group, quickly review the story and decide who will narrate and who will play each role, define 
the two terms, and answer the strategy question. When you are called to present, go quickly and 
quietly to the front of the class and begin. 
 

Battle of Marathon 
Roles: 
Narrator(s) 
Persian King Darius 
Pheidippides the Runner 
Spartan Leader 
Miltiades 
Athenian Infantry 
Persian Cavalry 
Persian Infantry 
 
Vocab: 
Cavalry 
Infantry 
 
Scene Descriptions: 
1- Pheidippides runs to Sparta for help but they refuse 
2- Athenians and Persians do nothing until Persian Cavalry leaves, and then Athenian Infantry 
defeats Persian Infantry 
3- Pheidippides runs to Athens, announces the victory “We Won!” and collapses dead 
 
Strategy Question: 
Why did the Persian cavalry leave Marathon? How did that change the battle? 
	  



Greco-Persian War Reenactments 
 
Directions: Over the weekend, you learned about the Greco-Persian War, specifically focusing on 
one battle. Now you will work with your group to teach the rest of the class about your assigned battle 
through a narrated reenactment. 
 
FIRST- One group member will define the two vocabulary words for the class. 
 

THEN- The narrator (or for larger groups, two narrators) will read, in a loud and captivating voice, the 
story of the battle to class. Narrators must be loud and clear so they do no have to repeat themselves. 
 

MEANWHILE- While the narrator speaks, the rest of the group will act out certain parts of the story 
(described below) taking on different roles. Actors will hold up signs indicating who they are. Actors 
will not speak (unless a line is quoted in the scene description) and may not make physical contact 
with each other in acting out the scenes. 
 

FINALLY- At the end of class, students will have a chance to ask for clarification from group 
members on any part of the story. 
 
RIGHT NOW! 
As a group, quickly review the story and decide who will narrate and who will play each role, define 
the two terms, and answer the strategy question. When you are called to present, go quickly and 
quietly to the front of the class and begin. 
 

Battle of Thermopylae 
Roles: 
Narrator(s) 
Persian King Xerxes 
Spartan King Leonidas 
Spartans 
Persians 
 
Vocab: 
Succession 
Mountain Pass 
 
Scene Descriptions: 
1- Spartans hold their phalanx formation on a narrow pass (use two desks to make the narrow pass), 
which means that, even though there are more Persians, they can’t all fight at once since it’s so tight, 
so the extra numbers become pointless 
2- Greek traitor (one of the Spartans) shows the Persians a back way around to fight the Spartans 
from behind (use the back of the classroom), and the Spartans are defeated 
 
Strategy Question: 
Why were the Spartans able to hold of the Persians, even though they were greatly outnumbered? 
	  



Greco-Persian War Reenactments 
 
Directions: Over the weekend, you learned about the Greco-Persian War, specifically focusing on 
one battle. Now you will work with your group to teach the rest of the class about your assigned battle 
through a narrated reenactment. 
 
FIRST- One group member will define the two vocabulary words for the class. 
 

THEN- The narrator (or for larger groups, two narrators) will read, in a loud and captivating voice, the 
story of the battle to class. Narrators must be loud and clear so they do no have to repeat themselves. 
 

MEANWHILE- While the narrator speaks, the rest of the group will act out certain parts of the story 
(described below) taking on different roles. Actors will hold up signs indicating who they are. Actors 
will not speak (unless a line is quoted in the scene description) and may not make physical contact 
with each other in acting out the scenes. 
 

FINALLY- At the end of class, students will have a chance to ask for clarification from group 
members on any part of the story. 
 
RIGHT NOW! 
As a group, quickly review the story and decide who will narrate and who will play each role, define 
the two terms, and answer the strategy question. When you are called to present, go quickly and 
quietly to the front of the class and begin. 
 

Battle of Salamis 
Roles: 
Narrator(s) 
Persian King Xerxes 
Athenian General Themistocles 
Other Greek City States 
Persian Fleet 
Greek Fleet 
 
Vocab: 
Channel 
Fleet 
 
Scene Descriptions: 
1- Other Greek City States hide from Persians, but Themistocles convinces them to join with him 
2- Themistocles gives Xerxes fake message “I’m switching to your side! –Themistocles” read by 
Xerxes 
3- Greek fleet hiding behind peninsula (use two desks), Persian fleet enters the channel, Greek fleet 
comes out of hiding, surrounds and attacks Persians 
 
Strategy Question: 
What advantage did the Greek ships have over the Persian ships? 
	  


