
Nero (Reign 54 CE – 68 CE) 

Nero’s mother, Agripinna, married Emperor Claudius in order to help her son  
become Emperor. She insisted that Claudius adopt  Nero, and many ancient 
historians state that Agrippina killed Claudius by serving him poison 
mushrooms. It is not known how much Nero knew or if he was even involved in 
the death of Claudius, but it is said that he later called mushrooms the “food of the 
gods,” suggesting possible involvement. 

Until the year 59, Nero was described as a generous and reasonable leader. He 
eliminated capital punishment, lowered taxes and allowed slaves to bring 
complaints against their masters. But after he murdered his own mother, who 
he felt was trying to take too much control for herself, Nero descended into a 
pleasure-seeking lifestyle of filled with over-indulgence and tyranny. In 64 CE, a 
great fire erupted in the city of Rome. Some historians claimed Nero was the one who started the fire, while 
others historians blamed the Christians, which was the claim of Nero as well. Later historians even accused 
Nero of celebrating and playing music as he watched the city burn. He later built himself a huge new palace on 
the now open land. 

Life of Nero (Caligula) from The Lives of the Caesars by the Roman historian Suetonius, written in 121 
CE (53 years after Nero) 

"...for even if he was not the instigator of the emperor's death, he was at least privy to it, as he openly admitted; 
for he used afterwards to laud mushrooms, the vehicle in which the poison was administered to Claudius, as 
"the food of the gods," as the Greek proverb has it. At any rate, after Claudius's death he vented on him every 
kind of insult, in act and word, charging him now with foo;ishness and now with cruelty...” 

 

The following excerpt is from Life of Nero (Caligula) from The Lives of the Caesars by the Roman 
historian Suetonius, written in 121 CE (53 years after Nero) 

“Pretending to be disgusted with the old buildings, and the narrow and winding streets, he set the city on fire so 
openly, that many of consular rank caught his own household servants on their property with tow, and (368) 
torches in their hands, but durst not meddle with them. There being near his Golden House some granaries, the 
site of which he exceedingly coveted, they were battered as if with machines of war, and set on fire, the walls 
being built of stone. During six days and seven nights this terrible devastation continued, the people being 
obliged to fly to the tombs and monuments for lodging and shelter. Meanwhile, a vast number of stately 
buildings, the houses of generals celebrated in former times, and even then still decorated with the spoils of war, 
were laid in ashes; as well as the temples of the gods, which had been vowed and dedicated by the kings of 
Rome, and afterwards in the Punic and Gallic wars: in short, everything that was remarkable and worthy to be 
seen which time had spared [614]. This fire he beheld from a tower in the house of Mecaenas, and "being 
greatly delighted," as he said, "with the beautiful effects of the conflagration," he sung a poem on the ruin of 
Troy, in the tragic dress he used on the stage. To turn this calamity to his own advantage by plunder and rapine, 
he promised to remove the bodies of those who had perished in the fire, and clear the rubbish at his own 
expense; suffering no one to meddle with the remains of their property. But he not only received, but exacted 
contributions on account of the loss, until he had exhausted the means both of the provinces and private 
persons.” 

 



This excerpt is from The Annals by the Roman historian Tacitus, who was nine at the time of the fire. 

“Nero at this time was at Antium, and did not return to Rome until the fire approached his house, which he had 
built to connect the palace with the gardens of Maecenas. It could not, however, be stopped from devouring the 
palace, the house, and everything around it. However, to relieve the people, driven out homeless as they were, 
he threw open to them the Campus Martius and the public buildings of Agrippa, and even his own gardens, and 
raised temporary structures to receive the destitute multitude. Supplies of food were brought up from Ostia and 
the neighbouring towns, and the price of corn was reduced to three sesterces a peck. These acts, though popular, 
produced no effect, since a rumour had gone forth everywhere that, at the very time when the city was in 
flames, the emperor appeared on a private stage and sang of the destruction of Troy, comparing present 
misfortunes with the calamities of antiquity.” 

“All human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitiations of the gods, did not banish the 
sinister belief that the conflagration (fire) was the result of an order (by Nero). Consequently, to get rid of the 
report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, 
called Christians by the populace… Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon 
their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred 
against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were 
torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a 
nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting 
a show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, 
even for criminals who deserved extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion; for it 
was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to satisfy one man's cruelty, that they were being destroyed.” 

 

The historian Josephus (c. 37–100 CE), while calling Nero a tyrant, was also the first to mention bias 
against Nero. Of other historians, he said: 

“But I omit any further discourse about these affairs; for there have been a great many who have composed the 
history of Nero; some of which have departed from the truth of facts out of favor, as having received benefits 
from him; while others, out of hatred to him, and the great ill-will which they bore him, have so impudently 
raved against him with their lies, that they justly deserve to be condemned. Nor do I wonder at such as have told 
lies of Nero, since they have not in their writings preserved the truth of history as to those facts that were earlier 
than his time, even when the actors could have no way incurred their hatred, since those writers lived a long 
time after them.” 

 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Caligula aka Gaius 
(Reign 37 CE - 41 CE) 
Gaius came from a respected family. His great-great-grandfather was Julius 
Caesar and his great-grandfather was Augustus, while his father, Germanicus, was 
a beloved general. He went with his father on military campaigns, even as a little 
boy, and wore a uniform with a small pair of boots, earning him the nickname of 
"Caligula," the Latin word for "little boots." The name stuck with him for the rest of 
his life. However, years later, Gaius's rule as a Roman emperor would be shaped by 
lunacy and lust. 

At first, Caligula was well liked as an emperor by the Roman people, freeing prisoners, lowering taxes, and 
holding games, gladiatorial matches, and chariot races. However, six months into his rule, Caligula fell severely 
ill. In October of 37 CE, he recovered, but it was quickly apparent that he was not the same person. 

Tortured by headaches, Caligula wandered the palace at night. He abandoned the customary toga for silken 
gowns and often dressed as a woman. In addition, Caligula flaunted his power, eliminating his political rivals 
and forcing parents to watch the executions of their sons. Most egregious, however, was Caligula's declaration 
that he was a living God, ordering a bridge to be built between his palace and the Temple of Jupiter so that he 
could have consultations with the deity. Not even marriage and the birth of a daughter seemed to change him. 

Rome soon grew to hate its leader, and citizens began a secret push to get rid of him. On January 24, 41 CE, 
Caligula was attacked by his own guards. During the assassination, Caligula was stabbed 30 times, and killed. 
His body was dumped into a shallow grave, and his wife and daughter were murdered. 

Life of Gaius (Caligula) from The Lives of the Caesars by the Roman historian Suetonius written in 121 
CE (80 years after Caligula) 

24. It was his habit to commit incest with each of his three sisters and, at large banquets, when his wife reclined 
above him, placed them all in turn below him. They say that he ravished his sister Drusilla before he came 
0[[sterling]] age: their grandmother Antonia, at whose house they were both staying, caught them in bed 
together. Later, he took Drusilla from her husband, the former Consul Lucius Cassius Longinus, openly treating 
her as his lawfully married wife; and when he fell dangerously ill left Drusilla all his property, and the Empire 
too. At her death he made it a capital offense to laugh, to bathe, or to dine with one's parents, wives, or children 
while the period of public mourning lasted; and was so crazed with grief that he suddenly rushed from Rome by 
night, drove through Campania, took ship to Syracuse, and returned just as impetuously without having shaved 
or cut his hair in the meantime. Afterwards, whenever he had to take an important oath, he swore by Drusilla's 
divinity, even at a public assembly or an army parade. He showed no such extreme love or respect for the two 
surviving sisters, and often, indeed, let his boy friends sleep with them; and at Aemilius Lepidus' trial, felt no 
compunction about denouncing them as adulteresses who were party to plots against him - openly producing 
letters in their handwriting (acquired by trickery and seduction) and dedicating to Mars the Avenger the three 
swords with which, the accompanying placard alleged, they had meant to kill him. 

25. It would be hard to say whether the way he got married, the way he dissolved his marriages, or the way he 
behaved as a husband was the most disgraceful. He attended the wedding ceremony of Gaius Piso and Livia 
Orestilla, but had the bride carried off to his own home. After a few days, however, he divorced her, and two 
years later banished her, suspecting that she had returned to Piso in the interval. 

26. ... A crowd bursting into the Circus about midnight to secure free seats angered him so much that he had 



them driven away with clubs; more than a score of knights, as many married women, and numerous others were 
crushed to death in the ensuing panic. Gaius liked to stir up trouble in the Theatre by scattering gift vouchers 
before the seats were occupied, thus tempting commoners to invade the rows reserved for knights. During 
gladiatorial shows he would have the canopies removed at the hottest time of the day and forbid anyone to 
leave; or take away the usual equipment, and pit feeble old fighters against decrepit wild animals; or stage 
comic duels between respectable householders who happened to be physically disabled in some way or other. 
More than once he closed down the granaries and let the people go hungry. 

27. The following instances will illustrate his bloodthirstiness. Having collected wild animals for one of his 
shows, he found butcher's meat too expensive and decided to feed them with criminals instead. He paid no 
attention to the charge-sheets, but simply stood 

in the middle of a colonnade, glanced at the prisoners lined up before him, and gave the order: 'Kill every man 
between that bald head and the other one over there!' ... 

32. Everything that he said and did was marked with equal cruelty, even during his hours of rest and amusement 
and banqueting. He frequently had trials by torture held in his presence while he was eating or otherwise 
enjoying himself; and kept an expert headsman in readiness to decapitate the prisoners brought in from gaol. 
When the bridge across the sea at Puteoli was being blessed, he invited a number of spectators from the shore to 
inspect it; then abruptly tipped them into the water. Some clung to the ships' rudders, but he had them dislodged 
with boat-hooks and oars, and left to drown. ... 

33. ...He never kissed the neck of his wife or mistress without saying: 'And this beautiful throat will be cut 
whenever I please.' 

36. He had not the slightest regard for chastity, either his own or others', and was accused of homosexual 
relations, both active and passive, with Marcus Lepidus, also Mnester the comedian,' and various foreign 
hostages; moreover, a young man of consular family, Valerius Catullus, revealed publicly that he had buggered 
the Emperor, and quite worn himself out in the process. Besides incest with his sisters, and a notorious passion 
for the prostitute Pyrallis, he made advances to almost every woman of rank in Rome; after inviting a selection 
of them to dinner with their husbands he would slowly and carefully examine each in turn while they passed his 
couch, as a purchaser might assess the value of a slave, and even stretch out his hand and lift up the chin of any 
woman who kept her eyes modestly cast down. Then, whenever he felt so inclined, he would send for whoever 
pleased him best, and leave the banquet in her company. A little later he would return, showing obvious signs of 
what he had been about, and openly discuss his bed-fellow in detail, dwelling on her good and bad physical 
points and commenting on her sexual performance. To some of these unfortunates he issued, and publicly 
registered, divorces in the names of their absent husbands. 

 

Roman History by Cassius Dio written circa 220 CE (almost 200 years after Caligula) 
 
…He also pretended to be Jupiter and took this as a pretext for having sex with various women, especially his 
sisters. Again he would often dress up as Neptune, Juno and Diana and Venus. [He would impersonate 
Hercules, Bacchus, Apollo, and all the other gods, not merely males but also females.] As fast as he changed the 
names he would assume all the rest of the attributes that belonged to them, [so that he might seem to resemble 
them]. Now he would be seen in feminine guise, holding a wine-cup and thyrsus, again with masculine 
trappings he would carry a club and lion-skin: [or perhaps a helmet and shield]. He would make up first with 
smooth chin and later on as a bearded man. Sometimes he wielded a trident and on other occasions he carried 
the thunderbolt. He would array himself like a young girl… and after a brief [time] would come forth as a 
woman. …He was anxious to appear to be anything rather than a human being [and an emperor] 

 



Augustus 
(Reign 27 BCE – 14 CE) 
	  
The	  era	  of	  Augustus’	  reign	  was	  a	  golden	  age	  in	  every	  respect.	  The	  peace	  which	  
Augustus	  restored	  and	  kept	  (the	  Pax	  Romana	  or	  “Roman	  Peace”)	  caused	  the	  
economy,	  the	  arts	  and	  agriculture	  to	  flourish.	  An	  ambitious	  building	  program	  was	  
initiated	  in	  which	  Augustus	  completed	  the	  plans	  made	  by	  Julius	  Caesar	  and	  then	  
continued	  on	  with	  his	  own	  grand	  designs.	  In	  his	  famous	  inscription	  Res	  Gestae	  
Divi	  Augusti	  (The	  Deeds	  of	  the	  Divine	  Augustus)	  he	  claims	  to	  have	  restored	  or	  
built	  82	  temples	  in	  one	  year.	  The	  famous	  public	  baths	  of	  Rome	  were	  constructed	  
under	  Augustus	  by	  his	  second-‐in-‐command,	  Agrippa,	  and	  the	  poet	  Virgil	  
composed	  his	  epic	  the	  Aeneid.	  Augustus	  took	  great	  personal	  concern	  in	  the	  arts	  
and	  was	  a	  personal	  patron	  of	  many	  artists.	  
	  
He	  passed	  many	  sweeping	  reforms	  as	  well	  as	  laws	  to	  maintain	  stability	  in	  
marriage	  and	  to	  raise	  the	  birth	  rate	  in	  Rome,	  making	  adultery	  illegal,	  offering	  
tax	  incentives	  to	  families	  with	  over	  three	  children	  and	  penalties	  for	  childless	  
marriages.	  So	  strictly	  did	  Augustus	  himself	  adhere	  to	  his	  laws	  that	  he	  banished	  
his	  own	  daughter,	  Julia,	  and	  his	  granddaughter,	  for	  adultery.	  Augustus’	  death	  
was	  mourned	  as	  the	  loss	  of	  a	  great	  ruler	  of	  immense	  talent	  and	  vision.	  and	  he	  
was	  proclaimed	  a	  god	  among	  the	  host	  of	  the	  Roman	  pantheon.	  
	  
Official	  last	  words	  of	  Augustus	  
“I	  found	  Rome	  a	  city	  of	  clay	  but	  left	  it	  a	  city	  of	  marble”	  
	  
	  
The	  Deeds	  of	  the	  Divine	  Augustus,	  inscriptions	  authored	  by	  Augusts	  himself	  
19.	  I	  built	  the	  senate-‐house	  and	  the	  Chalcidicum	  which	  adjoins	  it	  and	  the	  temple	  of	  Apollo	  on	  the	  Palatine	  
with	  porticos,	  the	  temple	  of	  divine	  Julius,	  the	  Lupercal,	  the	  portico	  at	  the	  Flaminian	  circus,	  which	  I	  
allowed	  to	  be	  called	  by	  the	  name	  Octavian,	  after	  he	  who	  had	  earlier	  built	  in	  the	  same	  place,	  the	  state	  box	  
at	  the	  great	  circus,	  the	  temple	  on	  the	  Capitoline	  of	  Jupiter	  Subduer	  and	  Jupiter	  Thunderer,	  the	  temple	  of	  
Quirinus,	  the	  temples	  of	  Minerva	  and	  Queen	  Juno	  and	  Jupiter	  Liberator	  on	  the	  Aventine,	  the	  temple	  of	  the	  
Lares	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  holy	  street,	  the	  temple	  of	  the	  gods	  of	  the	  Penates	  on	  the	  Velian,	  the	  temple	  of	  
Youth,	  and	  the	  temple	  of	  the	  Great	  Mother	  on	  the	  Palatine.	  	  
	  
20.	  I	  rebuilt	  the	  Capitol	  and	  the	  theater	  of	  Pompey,	  each	  work	  at	  enormous	  cost,	  without	  any	  inscription	  
of	  my	  name.	  I	  rebuilt	  aqueducts	  in	  many	  places	  that	  had	  decayed	  with	  age,	  and	  I	  doubled	  the	  capacity	  of	  
the	  Marcian	  aqueduct	  by	  sending	  a	  new	  spring	  into	  its	  channel.	  I	  completed	  the	  Forum	  of	  Julius	  and	  the	  
basilic	  which	  he	  built	  between	  the	  temple	  of	  Castor	  and	  the	  temple	  of	  Saturn,	  works	  begun	  and	  almost	  
finished	  by	  my	  father.	  When	  the	  same	  basilica	  was	  burned	  with	  fire	  I	  expanded	  its	  grounds	  and	  I	  began	  it	  
under	  an	  inscription	  of	  the	  name	  of	  my	  sons,	  and,	  if	  I	  should	  not	  complete	  it	  alive,	  I	  ordered	  it	  to	  be	  
completed	  by	  my	  heirs.	  Consul	  for	  the	  sixth	  time	  (28	  B.C.E.),	  I	  rebuilt	  eighty-‐two	  temples	  of	  the	  gods	  in	  
the	  city	  by	  the	  authority	  of	  the	  senate,	  omitting	  nothing	  which	  ought	  to	  have	  been	  rebuilt	  at	  that	  time.	  
Consul	  for	  the	  seventh	  time	  (27	  B.C.E.),	  I	  rebuilt	  the	  Flaminian	  road	  from	  the	  city	  to	  Ariminum	  and	  all	  the	  
bridges	  except	  the	  Mulvian	  and	  Minucian.	  	  
	  
22.	  Three	  times	  I	  gave	  shows	  of	  gladiators	  under	  my	  name	  and	  five	  times	  under	  the	  name	  of	  my	  sons	  and	  



grandsons;	  in	  these	  shows	  about	  10,000	  men	  fought.	  Twice	  I	  furnished	  under	  my	  name	  spectacles	  of	  
athletes	  gathered	  from	  everywhere,	  and	  three	  times	  under	  my	  grandson's	  name.	  I	  celebrated	  games	  
under	  my	  name	  four	  times,	  and	  furthermore	  in	  the	  place	  of	  other	  magistrates	  twenty-‐three	  times…	  
	  
	  
The	  Annals	  by	  Roman	  historian	  Tacitus	  written	  in	  109	  CE	  
Intelligent	  people	  praised	  or	  criticized	  him	  in	  varying	  ways.	  One	  opinion	  was	  as	  follows.	  Filial	  duty	  and	  a	  
national	  emergency,	  in	  which	  there	  was	  no	  place	  for	  law-‐abiding	  conduct,	  had	  driven	  him	  to	  civil	  war—
and	  this	  can	  neither	  be	  initiated	  nor	  maintained	  by	  decent	  methods.	  He	  had	  made	  many	  concessions	  to	  
Anthony	  and	  to	  Lepidus	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  vengeance	  on	  his	  father's	  murderers.	  When	  Lepidus	  grew	  old	  and	  
lazy,	  and	  Anthony's	  self-‐indulgence	  got	  the	  better	  of	  him,	  the	  only	  possible	  cure	  for	  the	  distracted	  country	  
had	  been	  government	  by	  one	  man.	  However,	  Augustus	  had	  put	  the	  state	  in	  order	  not	  by	  making	  himself	  
king	  or	  dictator,	  but	  by	  creating	  the	  Principate.	  The	  Empire's	  frontiers	  were	  on	  the	  ocean,	  or	  distant	  
rivers.	  Armies,	  provinces,	  fleets,	  the	  whole	  system	  was	  interrelated.	  Roman	  citizens	  were	  protected	  by	  
the	  law.	  Provincials	  were	  decently	  treated.	  Rome	  itself	  had	  been	  lavishly	  beautified.	  Force	  had	  been	  
sparingly	  used—merely	  to	  preserve	  peace	  for	  the	  majority…	  
	  
…	  filial	  duty	  and	  national	  crisis	  had	  been	  merely	  pretexts	  (excuses).	  In	  actual	  fact,	  the	  motive	  of	  Octavian,	  
the	  future	  Augustus,	  was	  lust	  for	  power	  ...	  There	  had	  certainly	  been	  peace,	  but	  it	  was	  a	  blood-‐stained	  
peace	  of	  disasters	  and	  assassinations.	  
	  
	  
	  
Augustus	  won	  over	  the	  soldiers	  with	  gifts,	  [and]	  the	  populace	  with	  cheap	  grain...	  while	  he	  concentrated	  in	  
himself	  the	  functions	  of	  the	  Senate,	  the	  magistrates,	  and	  the	  laws.	  He	  was	  wholly	  unopposed,	  for	  the	  
boldest	  spirits	  had	  fallen	  in	  battle,	  or	  in	  the	  proscription,	  while	  the	  remaining	  nobles,	  the	  readier	  they	  
were	  to	  be	  slaves,	  were	  raised	  the	  higher	  by	  wealth	  and	  promotion,	  so	  that,	  aggrandized	  by	  revolution,	  
they	  preferred	  the	  safety	  of	  the	  present	  to	  the	  dangerous	  past.	  Nor	  did	  the	  provinces	  dislike	  that	  
condition	  of	  affairs,	  for	  they	  distrusted	  the	  government	  of	  the	  Senate	  and	  the	  people,	  because	  of	  the	  
rivalries	  between	  the	  leading	  men	  and	  the	  rapacity	  of	  the	  officials...	  At	  home	  all	  was	  tranquil,	  and	  there	  
were	  magistrates	  with	  the	  same	  titles;	  there	  was	  a	  younger	  generation,	  sprung	  up	  since	  the	  victory	  of	  
Actium,	  and	  even	  many	  of	  the	  older	  men	  had	  been	  born	  during	  the	  civil	  wars.	  How	  few	  were	  left	  who	  had	  
seen	  the	  republic!...	  Thus	  the	  State	  had	  been	  revolutionized,	  and	  there	  was	  not	  a	  vestige	  left	  of	  the	  old	  
sound	  morality.	  Stripped	  of	  equality,	  all	  looked	  up	  to	  the	  commands	  of	  a	  sovereign	  without	  the	  least	  
apprehension	  for	  the	  present,	  while	  Augustus	  in	  the	  vigor	  of	  life,	  could	  maintain	  his	  own	  position,	  that	  of	  
his	  house,	  and	  the	  general	  tranquility.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Marcus Aurelius 
(Reign 161 CE – 180 CE) 
	  
Marcus	  Aurelius	  is	  best	  remembered	  for	  his	  philosophy.	  Romans	  borrowed	  
much	  of	  their	  philosophy	  from	  the	  Greeks.	  The	  Hellenistic	  philosophy	  of	  
Stoicism,	  which	  stressed	  the	  importance	  of	  duty	  and	  acceptance	  of	  one’s	  
fate,	  impressed	  Roman	  thinkers	  such	  as	  the	  emperor	  Marcus	  Aurelius.	  
Stocis	  also	  showed	  concern	  for	  the	  well	  being	  of	  all	  people.	  Emperor	  
Marcus	  Aurelius	  was	  said	  to	  have	  come	  as	  close	  as	  possible	  to	  the	  
Greek	  philosopher	  Plato’s	  ideal	  of	  a	  “Philosopher	  King.”	  He	  wrote,	  in	  
Greek,	  many	  of	  his	  thoughts	  and	  ideas	  in	  twelve	  books	  he	  called	  
Meditations,	  displaying	  his	  Stoic	  philosophy,	  and	  offering	  advice	  to	  
himself	  and	  others.	  
	  
However,	  his	  rule	  was	  scarred	  by	  constant	  warfare	  and	  the	  difficulty	  of	  dealing	  with	  a	  new	  fanatical	  
religious	  sect	  known	  as	  Christians	  who	  refused	  to	  take	  part	  in	  the	  festivals	  of	  Rome	  or	  honor	  the	  gods.	  
Aurelius’	  persecutionsedof	  the	  early	  Christians,	  which	  he	  thought	  would	  help	  to	  keep	  the	  peace	  and	  
maintain	  order	  in	  Rome.	  	  During	  his	  reign,	  Rome	  fought	  successful	  wars	  against	  the	  Parthians	  in	  Iran	  and	  
the	  Germanic	  tribes	  of	  Northern	  Europe,	  although	  diseases	  brought	  back	  by	  soldiers	  led	  to	  an	  outbreak	  of	  
a	  plague	  in	  Rome,	  killing	  many	  people.	  
	  
Still,	  Aurelius	  sought	  to	  improve	  the	  lives	  of	  the	  citizens	  of	  Rome	  and	  also	  of	  those	  in	  the	  outlying	  regions	  
of	  the	  Empire.	  He	  is	  recognized	  as	  the	  last	  of	  the	  good	  emperors	  in	  that	  he	  consistently	  placed	  the	  needs	  
of	  the	  people	  before	  his	  own	  desires	  or	  visions	  of	  glory.	  His	  son,	  Commodus,	  would	  un-‐do	  most	  of	  the	  
good	  he	  accomplished.	  
	  
Quotes	  from	  Meditations	  by	  Marcus	  Aurelius	  
	  
We	  ought	  to	  do	  good	  to	  others	  as	  simply	  as	  a	  horse	  runs,	  or	  a	  bee	  makes	  honey,	  or	  a	  vine	  bears	  grapes	  
season	  after	  season	  without	  thinking	  of	  the	  grapes	  it	  has	  borne.	  
	  
Look	  back	  over	  the	  past,	  with	  its	  changing	  empires	  that	  rose	  and	  fell,	  and	  you	  can	  foresee	  the	  future,	  too.	  
	  
Be	  content	  with	  what	  you	  are,	  and	  wish	  not	  change;	  nor	  dread	  your	  last	  day,	  nor	  long	  for	  it.	  
	  
It	  is	  not	  death	  that	  a	  man	  should	  fear,	  but	  he	  should	  fear	  never	  beginning	  to	  live.	  
	  
Anything	  in	  any	  way	  beautiful	  derives	  its	  beauty	  from	  itself	  and	  asks	  nothing	  beyond	  itself.	  Praise	  is	  no	  
part	  of	  it,	  for	  nothing	  is	  made	  worse	  or	  better	  by	  praise.	  
	  
The	  best	  revenge	  is	  to	  be	  unlike	  him	  who	  performed	  the	  injury.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Roman History by Cassius Dio written circa 220 CE (about forty years after the death of the Emperor) 
	  
...[Marcus]	  did	  not	  meet	  with	  the	  good	  fortune	  that	  he	  deserved,	  for	  he	  was	  not	  strong	  in	  body	  and	  was	  
involved	  in	  a	  multitude	  of	  troubles	  throughout	  practically	  his	  entire	  reign.	  But	  for	  my	  part,	  I	  admire	  him	  
all	  the	  more	  for	  this	  very	  reason,	  that	  amid	  unusual	  and	  extraordinary	  difficulties	  he	  both	  survived	  
himself	  and	  preserved	  the	  empire.	  Just	  one	  thing	  prevented	  him	  from	  being	  completely	  happy,	  namely,	  
that	  after	  rearing	  and	  educating	  his	  son	  in	  the	  best	  possible	  way	  he	  was	  vastly	  disappointed	  in	  him.	  This	  
matter	  must	  be	  our	  next	  topic;	  for	  our	  history	  now	  descends	  from	  a	  kingdom	  of	  gold	  to	  one	  of	  iron	  and	  
rust,	  as	  affairs	  did	  for	  the	  Romans	  of	  that	  day…	  
	  
Marcus,	  indeed,	  was	  so	  averse	  to	  bloodshed	  that	  he	  even	  used	  to	  watch	  the	  gladiators	  in	  Rome	  compete,	  
like	  athletes,	  without	  risking	  their	  lives;	  for	  he	  never	  gave	  any	  of	  them	  a	  sharp	  weapon,	  but	  they	  all	  fought	  
with	  blunted	  weapons	  like	  swords	  [with	  covered	  points].	  And	  so	  far	  was	  he	  from	  viewing	  any	  bloodshed	  
that	  although	  he	  did,	  at	  the	  request	  of	  the	  people,	  order	  a	  certain	  lion	  to	  be	  brought	  in	  that	  had	  been	  
trained	  to	  eat	  men,	  yet	  he	  would	  not	  look	  at	  the	  beast	  nor	  free	  his	  trainer,	  a	  slave,	  in	  spite	  of	  the	  
persistent	  demands	  of	  the	  spectators;	  instead,	  he	  commanded	  proclamation	  to	  be	  made	  that	  the	  trainer	  
had	  done	  nothing	  to	  deserve	  his	  freedom.	  
	  
	  
Historia	  Augusta	  by	  an	  unknown	  author,	  written	  during	  the	  300s	  CE	  
	  
He	  made	  the	  senate	  the	  judge	  in	  many	  inquiries	  and	  even	  in	  those	  which	  belonged	  to	  his	  own	  jurisdiction.	  
Nor	  did	  any	  of	  the	  emperors	  show	  more	  respect	  to	  the	  senate	  than	  he….	  
	  
Toward	  the	  people	  he	  acted	  just	  as	  one	  acts	  in	  a	  free	  state.	  He	  was	  at	  all	  times	  exceedingly	  reasonable	  
both	  in	  restraining	  men	  from	  evil	  and	  in	  urging	  them	  to	  good,	  generous	  in	  rewarding	  and	  quick	  to	  forgive,	  
thus	  making	  bad	  men	  good,	  and	  good	  men	  very	  good,	  and	  he	  even	  bore	  with	  unruffled	  temper	  the	  
insolence	  of	  not	  a	  few…	  
	  
 


