
Name	  _________________________________________________________	  	  	  Date	  ______________	  	  	  Period	  _______	  	  	  Class	  __________	  

Quotes from The Prince_ 
Directions: Read the following quotes from The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli. For each, explain the meaning 
in your own words, and then explain whether or not you agree with his statement and why.  

 

“At this point one may note that men must be either pampered (treated nicely) or annihilated 
(destroyed). They avenge (take revenge for) light offenses; they cannot avenge severe ones; 
hence (therefore), the harm one does to a man must be such as to obviate (remove) any fear of 
revenge.”  

Meaning:  

 

 

Agree/Disagree:  

 

 

 

 “A prince (ruler) must have no other objective (goal), no other thought, nor take up any 
profession but that of war, its methods and its discipline, for that is the only art (skill) expected 
of a ruler. And it is of such great value that it not only keeps hereditary princes (rulers who are 
born in ruling families) in power, but often raises men of lowly condition to that rank (of 
ruler).”  

Meaning:  

 

 

Agree/Disagree:  

 

 

 



 “Only the expenditure (spending) of one’s own resources (wealth) is harmful; and, indeed, 
nothing feeds upon itself as liberality (generosity) does. The more it is indulged (given in to), 
the fewer are the means to indulge (give in to) it further. As a consequence, a prince becomes 
poor and contemptible (disrespected) or, to escape poverty, becomes rapacious (greedy) and 
hateful. Of all the things he must guard against, hatred and contempt come first, and liberality 
(generosity) leads to both. Therefore it is better to have a name for miserliness (being cheap), 
which breeds (causes) disgrace without hatred, than, in pursuing a name for liberality 
(generosity), to resort to rapacity (greed), which breeds both disgrace and hatred.”  

Meaning:  

 

 

Agree/Disagree:  

 

 

 

 “Here a question arises: whether it is better to be loved than feared, or the reverse. The answer 
is, of course, that it would be best to be both loved and feared. But since the two rarely come 
together, anyone compelled (forced) to choose will find greater security in being feared than in 
being loved. . . . Love endures by a bond which men, being scoundrels (jerks), may break 
whenever it serves their advantage to do so; but fear is supported by the dread (fear) of pain, 
which is ever present.”  

Meaning:  

 

 

Agree/Disagree:  

 

 

 

 


