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Chapter 2 Section 3 47

Powerful Rulers Control Egypt During the New Kingdom, Egypt’s
first female ruler took charge. Her name was Hatshepsut (haht SHEP

soot), and she exercised all the rights of a pharaoh. From about 1472 B.C.
to 1458 B.C., she encouraged trade with eastern Mediterranean lands
and along the Red Sea coast of Africa. Her stepson, Thutmose III (thoot
MOH suh), took over as pharaoh once he reached adulthood. A great mili-
tary general, Thutmose III stretched Egypt’s borders to their greatest
extent ever.

Much later, Ramses II (RAM seez) became pharaoh of the New King-
dom. He ruled for 66 years, from 1279 B.C. to 1213 B.C., and during that
time pushed Egyptian control northward again as far as Syria. He may
be the best known of the Egyptian rulers because he boasted of his con-
quests on numerous temples and monuments, although his greatest
reported victory may not actually have taken place.

Egypt Battles With Its Neighbors During the reign of Ramses II,
Egypt fought a number of fierce battles against the Hittites of Asia
Minor. After years of fighting, the Egyptians and the Hittites signed a
peace treaty, the first such document in history known to have survived.
It declared that Egypt and the Hittites “shall be at peace and in brother-
hood forever.”
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Map Skills Under the control of 
Thutmose III (below), Egypt’s borders 
expanded into the eastern Mediterranean 
region.
1. Locate (a) Nile River (b) Nubia 

(c) Giza (d) Syria
2. Movement What were the north-

ernmost areas reached by Egyptian 
traders?

3. Make Comparisons How did the 
Hittite empire compare in size to the 
Egyptian empire around 1450 B.C.?
Which do you think was more advan-
tageously situated?

New Kingdom pharaoh 
Thutmose III
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