
Global Debate Guide 
I put together a list of reminders and clarifications connecting with each part of your debate rubric. Some of the 

categories below relate to only debater or only moderator, but most apply to both. Please make sure you read 
over this list and let me know if you have any questions. 

 
Introduction 
If you are the moderator, your introduction is what starts the debate. You must introduce yourself (or yourselves 
if you are two moderators), the debate question, and the members of both teams. You must also briefly remind 
the debaters and audience of the debate rules, as well as the timing and purpose of the construction and rebuttal. 
If you are a debater, you must give an introduction at the start if their construction (it is not required for the 
rebuttal). Start by introducing yourself, the debate question, the opponents position, and your position. 
 
Moderator Example: Good afternoon. My name is Elrond Halfelven and I will be the moderator for today. Today's the 
big question is, can the one Ring of Sauron be used for good? On the affirmative team we have Boromir son of Denethor 
and Saruman the White, and on the negative team we have Frodo Baggins and Samwise Gamgee. Debaters are reminded 
to stay within their speaking and not to call out while another debater to speak. Audience members are reminded to remain 
silent for the duration of the debate to listen carefully to the argument being made. We will begin with the construction of 
argument, during which time instigator will have one minute and 30 seconds to present their arguments. We will then 
follow with the rebuttal, in which each debater for have 45 seconds to respond directly to opponent's statements. 
Affirmative one you may now stand to begin your construction. You have one minute and thirty seconds starting now.  
 
Debater Example: Good afternoon. My name is Sam Gamgee and I will be addressing the question, "Can the One Ring 
of Sauron be used for good?" My opponents position is that it can be used for good, but my partner and I firmly believe it 
cannot be used for good...  
 
Presentation 
The way you present yourself during a debate will contribute heavily to your overall score because presentation 
combines elements of ethos (authority) and pathos (emotional connection) as well as simply allowing your 
audience to maintain focus and follow what you are saying. For strong presentation, you need the following: 

• Loud and clear speech 
• High energy and emotion 
• Stand up straight, facing the audience 
• Professional dress 
• Emotional connection with audience 
• Avoid phrases like “um… like… whatever… and stuff… or something… oh I got this from…” 

 
Arguments/Knowledge 
You will be judged, first and foremost, on the quality of your arguments themselves. Every debater must present 
at least three distinct and fully articulated arguments. It is not enough to simply read out a list of facts about 
your topic. While it may be helpful to provide some background information, your main focus should be 
proving your position, not teaching a lesson. MAKE YOUR POINT. While it is true that the clarity with 
which you present your arguments and the support you provide for them are graded separately, they can still 
impact your score in this category. For moderators, the arguments you prepare on your  
 
Organization & Clarity 
Throughout the debate, moderators and debaters must show that they are organized. This comes across by being 
very on top of your timing, not stalling or having to look around through papers to find what you need, and 
appearing well prepared in general. You must show clarity, which means you must be clear in everything you 
say, whether it be a debaters arguments or a moderators direction. If we cannot understand you, we cannot be 
convinced by your arguments? 



Textual Evidence 
Along with three arguments, each debater must cite at least three acceptable sources to support their arguments. 
The purpose of citing sources is to lend more credibility (ethos) to your points, so they must be from 
trustworthy sources. You should cite the name of the author and the title of the work, as well as publication if 
possible. You cannot cite from Wikipedia, Yahoo Answers, Answers.com, or any such cite. Doing so will also 
lose you points. You are encouraged to use materials I have given you in class, such as documents from DBQ 
worksheets, but you must cite the actual source of the document. If you cite it as “Mr Casey’s worksheet” or if 
you cite “mrcaseyhistory.com” I will take off points. Also, and this is very important, remember to cite your 
source BEFORE sharing the information from that source. In other words, don’t make great points and then 
afterward say, “oh… and I got this from…” You want the audience to know when they are hearing expert 
opinions and support. (DEBATERS ONLY) 
 
Rebuttal 
Unlike the Construction, in which you present your arguments to support your position, in the Rebuttal, you 
MUST respond directly to opponents statements. This is why it is so important both to prepare for possible 
rebuttals and to take notes during the debate on the other team’s arguments. The stronger your rebuttal, the more 
thoroughly you undermine their argument, the higher you will score. (DEBATORS ONLY) 
 
Talking Points 
Your talking points sheets are not optional! You must have the entire packet filled out fully for the first day of 
the debates, and after you finish your debate, you will hand it in to me. If it is not filled out fully, you will lose 
points, but more importantly, it will hurt your debate overall, because this is your main form of preparation. 
You are allowed, and in fact encouraged, to do additional preparation on loose leaf, but you cannot ignore your 
Talking Points. Also, remember that the bottom section for notes must be completed while the debate is 
happening. 
 
Questions 
As it explains on the Moderator Talking Points sheet, moderators must prepare at least three questions for each 
side (six total) that can help them out if they get stuck during the debate. The goal is to remind them of more 
points they can make and get them talking if they freeze up. Make sure you are asking questions that they can 
actually answer, and make sure they will actually help them argue. You will be graded separately on the 
questions you prepare on your sheet, but the way you use them will be part of management. (MODERATORS 
ONLY)  
 
Management 
Moderators are in charge of running the debate and keeping things order. It is your responsibility to clearly 
maintain the debate structure and to jump in to fix problems if they arise. This will be shown through being 
clear about time limits and enforcing them, being ready with questions immediately when needed, and making 
sure any mistakes or misbehavior by debaters or audience members is corrected. (MODERATORS ONLY) 
 


