
Name	  _________________________________________________________	  	  	  Date	  ______________	  	  	  Period	  _______	  	  	  Class	  __________	  

Istanbul Was Constantinople 
Directions:	  Examine	  each	  of	  the	  documents	  below	  and	  answer	  the	  questions	  that	  follow	  

 
CONTROL OVER TRADE 
“The Ottomans stood across the major trade routes that connected Asia, China, with Europe, and Europe dearly loved 
Asian goods, including the spices of the East Indies (Southeast Asian Islands). But the only way they could get those was if 
the goods passed through the Ottoman world.” 
Source: Donald Quataert, Binghamton State University, New York 
 

1. How did the conquest of Constantinople, now Istanbul, give the Ottomans an economic advantage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTTOMAN CALIPHATE 
All Ottoman rulers had nicknames… [Sultan] Selim’s is… Grim… He probably got that name 
because he is the Ottoman ruler who turns against the older Islamic states… Up until that time, 
the people they ruled were overwhelmingly Christian. It’s now that, for the first time, a majority 
of their population were Muslsim, and of course the conquest of the Holy Cities of Mecca, 
Medina, and Jerusalem for the Ottomans… allowed them to see themselves, and be viewed by 
others, as the leading Islamic dynasty. 
Source: Heath Lowry, Princeton University 
 

2. Based on the document, what factors do you think made it possible for the Ottoman 
Sultans to claim to be the Caliphs of Islam? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MILLET SYSTEM 
In general, the Ottomans governed their diverse subjects with tolerance. At the same time, Non-Muslims had to pay heavy 
taxes and endure restrictions, although they did not have to serve in the military. Muslims did have to join the military but 
they were not taxed. Fol- lowing Islamic law, the Ottomans allowed reli- gious freedom. They required some religious 
groups, such as Christians and Jews—People of the Book to Muslims—to form millets, or religious communities. Each 
millet could fol- low its own religious laws and choose its own leaders, who were responsible to the sultan. 
Source: Susan Ramierez, et al., “World History: Human Legacy,” Holt 
 

3. Do you think the Ottomans treated religious minorities fairly? Explain. 
 
 


