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  Wait for it… 

 The Mongols! 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Directions:	  Examine	  each	  of	  the	  documents	  below,	  annotate	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  where	  possible,	  and	  answer	  ALL	  PARTS	  of	  the	  questions	  below.  

GENGHIS KHAN 
For centuries, the Mongol people had roamed the eastern steppe in loosely organized clans. It took a 
military and political genius to unite the Mongols into a force with a single purpose—conquest. 
Around 1200, a Mongol clan leader named Temujin sought to unify the Mongols under his 
leadership. He fought and defeated his rivals one by one. In 1206, Temujin accepted the title 
Genghis Khan, or “universal ruler” of the Mongol clans. Over the next 21 years, Genghis led the 
Mongols in conquering much of Asia. His first goal was China. After invading the northern Jin 
Empire in 1211, however, his attention turned to the Islamic region west of Mongolia. Angered 
by the murder of Mongol traders and an ambassador at the hands of the Muslims, Genghis 
launched a campaign of terror across Central Asia. The Mongols destroyed one city after 
another—Utrar, Samarkand, Bukhara—and slaughtered many inhabitants. By 1225, Central 
Asia was under Mongol control… While driven by revenge, Genghis also loved conquest. He 
once remarked to his personal historian, “Man’s greatest good fortune is to chase and defeat 
his enemy, seize his total possessions, leave his married women weeping and wailing, [and] 
ride his [horse].” 
Source: Roger B. Beck, Linda Black et al., “World History: Patterns of Interaction,” McDougal Littell 
 

1. How did Temujin earn the title “Genghis Khan,” and what does it mean? 
 
 
 
 

2. What was Genghis Khan’s justification (reason) for invading Muslim-controlled Central Asia? 
 
 
 
 
 
MONGOL MILITARY INNOVATIONS 

... The Mongols had developed a composite bow made out of sinew 
and horn and were skilled at shooting it while riding, which gave them 
the upper hand against ordinary foot soldiers. With a range of more than 
350 yards, the bow was superior to the contemporaneous [co-existing] 
English longbow, whose range was only 250 yards. A wood-and-leather 
saddle, which was rubbed with sheep’s fat to prevent cracking and shrinkage, 
allowed the horses to bear the weight of their riders for long periods and also 
permitted the riders to retain a firm seat. Their saddlebags contained cooking 
pots, dried meat, yogurt, water bottles, and other essentials for lengthy expeditions. 

Finally, a sturdy stirrup enabled horsemen to be steadier and thus more accurate in shooting when mounted. A 
Chinese chronicler recognized the horse’s value to the Mongols, observing that “by nature they [the Mongols] are good 
at riding and shooting. Therefore they took possession of the world through this advantage of bow and horse.”... 
Source: Morris Rossabi, “All the Khan’s Horses,” Natural History, October 1994 



3. Based on these documents, what advantage did the stirrup give to Mongol warriors? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What did the combined technology of the composite bow and the stirrup enable the Mongols to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LASTING INFLUENCE 
... Though much of what the Mongols 
wrought (brought about) on their westward 
march was destructive, some benefits were 
reaped from their forays (raids) into Europe 
and conquests in Muslim areas. By example, 
they taught new ways of making war and 
impressed on their Turkic and European 
enemies the effectiveness of gunpowder. 
As we have seen, Mongol conquests 
facilitated (aided) trade between the 
civilizations at each end of Eurasia, making 
possible the exchange of foods, tools, and 
ideas on an unprecedented scale. The 
revived trade routes brought great wealth to 
traders such as those from north Italy, who 
set up outposts in the eastern 
Mediterranean, along the Black Sea coast, 
and as far east as the Caspian Sea. Because 
the establishment of these trading empires 
by the Venetians and Genoese [of Northern 
Italy] provided precedents (examples) for 
the later drives for overseas expansion by 
peoples such as the Portuguese and English, 
they are of special significance in global history.... 
Source: Robert Guisepi, “The Last Great Nomadic Challenges – From Chinggis Khan to Timur,” The Mongols, 
International World History Project online 
 

5. In what ways did the Mongols positively influence and impact the lands they conquered? Give two examples. 
 
 


