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Debate Structure 
The structure of this debate will be somewhat different from previous debates. You will still prepare in mostly the same 
way. Debaters must prepare and deliver at least three clear arguments supported by evidence. Moderators must still 
prepare questions, however they will definitely be asked during the debate, and the purpose and use of the questions will 
be a little different. Here are some of the changes: 
 

• The debate will be three-on-three, not two on two. It will be in the style of court proceeding. 
• The debaters will not have to speak for a specific amount of time, but the overall debate will have a time limit of 

12 minutes, and each debater should speak for no more than 45 seconds at a time. 
• There is no specific divide between construction and rebuttal, but both are still required. Each debater must 

include three arguments supported with evidence, and at least once (but probably more) they must rebut an 
argument from the opposing team. 

• Instead of the regular moderator position, this debate will have a judge, and the judge will have even more power 
over the debate. The judge has the following powers and responsibilities: 

o Judge has power to cut debaters off if they talk too long. 
o Judge is responsible for making sure each person has a chance to speak. 
o Judge has power to ask for clarification of a confusing point. 
o Judge has power to challenge a point that is not accurate IF the opposing team fails to do so. 
o Judge is responsible for preparing questions to clarify or challenge, but more or different questions may 

be asked during the debate. 
o Judge is responsible for being unbiased and impartial, not favoring one side or another. In practice, that 

means the judge should not challenge one side more than another. Keep it balanced 
o Judge is responsible for maintaining order and good behavior of all present. 

• Those students not included in the debate group will serve as the jury. They will listen to and record the 
arguments made by both sides, and then make a decision as to which side is correct. The jury will need one leader 
who, at the end of the debate, will count the votes and announce the winner when instructed by the judge.  

 
Debate Groups 

1. Is absolute rule the best form of government? 
a. Affirmative: Eliana Rivera, Pearse Fitzgerald, Julio Collado 
b. Negative: Guadalupe Martinez, Linda Carrasco, Tomas Zapata 
c. Moderator: Alex Feliz Medrano 

 
Suggested Topics: Louis XIV (France), Peter and Catherine the Great (Russia), the Stuart Kings, the English Civil 
War, and the English Bill of Rights (England), Habsburgs and the Thirty Years War (Holy Roman Empire), Akbar the 
Great (Mughal India), Suleiman the Magnificent (Ottoman Empire), Shi Huangdi (Qin China), the Roman Republic 
and the Roman Empire (Rome), Athenian Democracy (Greece), Achaemenid Persia (Persia), Enlightenment Thinkers 
and Enlightened Monarchs (Europe), Bureaucracy, the advice of Machiavelli in The Prince. 

 
2. Has the invention of printing led to more change in the world than the invention of gunpowder? 

a. Affirmative: Michelle Barbecho, Kaylyn Kehoe, Alan Ramos 
b. Negative: Donika Zhaku, Lela Ramos, Benjamin Wang 
c. Moderator: Miguel Zahuantitla, Aaron Cantillo 

 
Suggested Topics: Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, Scientific Revolution, Paper Money, Bank Checks, 
Gunpowder Empires (Ottomans, Safavids, Mughals), Hundred Years War, European conquest in the New World 
(Aztec, Inca) and Old World (Africa, India, Southeast Asia), Imperialism, Slavery, Spanish Armada and Naval 
Warfare, the Enlightenment, the American Revolution. 


