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CRITICS OF CAPITALISM 

In	  their	  manifesto,	  Marx	  and	  Engels	  argued	  that	  human	  societies	  have	  always	  been	  divided	  into	  warring	  
classes.	  While	  the	  wealthy	  controlled	  the	  means	  of	  producing	  goods,	  the	  poor	  performed	  backbreaking	  
labor	  under	  terrible	  conditions.	  This	  situation	  resulted	  in	  conflict.	  According	  to	  Marx	  and	  Engels,	  the	  
Industrial	  Revolution	  had	  enriched	  the	  wealthy	  and	  impoverished	  the	  poor.	  The	  two	  writers	  predicted	  that	  
the	  workers	  would	  overthrow	  the	  owners.	  
	  
Published	  in	  1848,	  The	  Communist	  Manifesto	  produced	  few	  short-‐term	  results.	  Though	  widespread	  revolts	  
shook	  Europe	  during	  1848	  and	  1849,	  Europe’s	  leaders	  eventually	  put	  down	  the	  uprisings.	  Only	  after	  the	  
turn	  of	  the	  century	  did	  the	  fiery	  Marxist	  pamphlet	  produce	  explosive	  results.	  In	  the	  1900s,	  Marxism	  
inspired	  revolutionaries	  such	  as	  Russia’s	  Lenin,	  China’s	  Mao	  Zedong,	  and	  Cuba’s	  Fidel	  Castro.	  These	  leaders	  
adapted	  Marx’s	  beliefs	  to	  their	  own	  specific	  situations	  and	  needs.	  

	  
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO 
Karl	  Marx	  &	  Friedrich	  Engels,	  1848,	  Summary	  edited	  by	  Glyn	  Hughes,	  2011	  
	  
A	  spectre	  is	  haunting	  Europe-‐	  the	  spectre	  of	  Communism.	  All	  the	  Powers	  of	  old	  Europe	  have	  entered	  into	  a	  holy	  
alliance	  to	  exorcise	  this	  spectre:	  Pope	  and	  Czar,	  French	  Radicals	  and	  German	  police-‐spies.	  Where	  is	  the	  party	  in	  
opposition	  that	  has	  not	  been	  decried	  as	  Communistic	  by	  its	  opponents	  in	  power?	  
I.	  Communism	  is	  acknowledged	  to	  be	  itself	  a	  Power.	  
II.	  Communists	  should	  openly	  publish	  their	  views...	  
	  
BOURGEOIS	  AND	  PROLETARIANS	  
The	  history	  of	  all	  hitherto	  existing	  societies	  is	  the	  history	  
of	  class	  struggles.	  Modern	  bourgeois	  society	  has	  sprouted	  
from	  the	  ruins	  of	  feudal	  society.	  The	  manufacturing	  system	  
has	  replaced	  corporate	  guilds,	  the	  industrial	  middle	  class	  
by	  giant	  industry	  and	  machinery.	  The	  State	  is	  now	  a	  
committee	  for	  managing	  the	  affairs	  of	  the	  bourgeoisie.	  The	  
division	  of	  labour	  and	  "cash"	  has	  made	  physician,	  lawyer,	  
priest,	  poet	  and	  scientist	  into	  wage	  labourers.	  All,	  even	  
family,	  is	  reduced	  to	  mere	  money	  relations.	  The	  country	  
has	  been	  subjected	  to	  enormous	  cities.	  Commercial	  crises,	  
even	  over-‐production,	  break	  out.	  There	  is	  too	  much	  
civilisation,	  too	  much	  means	  of	  subsistence,	  too	  much	  
industry.	  The	  bourgeoisie	  have	  forged	  the	  weapons	  that	  
bring	  death	  to	  itself.	  Proletarians	  must	  sell	  themselves	  
as	  a	  commodity,	  they	  have	  been	  made	  an	  appendage	  of	  the	  machine,	  therefore,	  as	  the	  repulsiveness	  of	  the	  
work	  increases,	  the	  wage	  decreases.	  The	  workers	  begin	  to	  form	  unions,	  riots	  break	  out.	  Occasionally,	  the	  
workers	  are	  victorious,	  but	  their	  real	  success	  is	  in	  making	  themselves	  into	  a	  proletarian	  revolutionary	  class.	  The	  
bourgeoisie	  produces	  is	  its	  own	  grave-‐diggers.	  	  
	  
PROLETARIANS	  AND	  COMMUNISTS	  
Communists	  have	  no	  interests	  separate	  and	  apart	  from	  those	  of	  the	  proletariat	  as	  a	  whole.	  Just	  as	  the	  French	  
Revolution	  abolished	  feudal	  property,	  Communism	  may	  be	  summed	  up:	  Abolition	  of	  private	  property,	  heavy	  
progressive	  taxes,	  abolition	  of	  inheritance,	  centralisation	  in	  the	  State	  of	  all:	  banking,	  communication	  and	  transport,	  
factories	  and	  instruments	  of	  production.	  Equal	  liability	  of	  all	  to	  labour.	  Establishment	  of	  industrial	  armies.	  Free	  
education	  &	  abolition	  of	  child	  labour.	  In	  place	  of	  the	  old	  bourgeois	  society,	  with	  its	  classes	  and	  class	  antagonisms,	  
we	  shall	  have	  an	  association,	  in	  which	  the	  free	  development	  of	  each	  is	  the	  condition	  for	  the	  free	  development	  of	  all.	  

The	  proletarians	  have	  nothing	  to	  lose	  but	  their	  chains.	  
They	  have	  a	  world	  to	  win.	  

Workingmen	  of	  all	  countries,	  unite!	  



1. Consider	  the	  following	  people	  from	  19th-‐century	  Britain:	  factory	  worker,	  factory	  owner,	  unemployed	  
artisan.	  Which	  of	  them	  would	  be	  most	  likely	  to	  prefer	  capitalism	  and	  which	  would	  prefer	  socialism?	  Why?	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

2. Which	  system	  of	  economic	  ideas	  seems	  most	  widespread	  today?	  Support	  your	  opinion.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

3. Read	  the	  summarized	  version	  of	  the	  Communist	  Manifesto.	  According	  to	  Marx	  and	  Engels,	  in	  what	  ways	  has	  
the	  Industrial	  Revolution	  and	  capitalism	  changed	  the	  way	  the	  society	  and	  economy	  function?	  Give	  a	  few	  
examples.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

4. Examine	  the	  bolded	  and	  underlined	  passage.	  What	  do	  you	  think	  they	  meant	  by	  these	  words?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

5. What	  are	  the	  changes	  that	  Marx	  and	  Engels	  want	  to	  make	  to	  the	  structure	  of	  government	  and	  society?	  

The Future According to Marx Marx believed that the capitalist system, which
produced the Industrial Revolution, would eventually destroy itself in the following
way. Factories would drive small artisans out of business, leaving a small number of
manufacturers to control all the wealth. The large proletariat would revolt, seize the
factories and mills from the capitalists, and produce what society needed. Workers,
sharing in the profits, would bring about economic equality for all people. The
workers would control the government in a “dictatorship of the proletariat.” After a
period of cooperative living and education, the state or government would wither
away as a classless society developed. 

Marx called this final phase pure communism. Marx described communism as
a form of complete socialism in which the means of production—all land, mines,
factories, railroads, and businesses—would be owned by the people. Private prop-
erty would in effect cease to exist. All goods and services would be shared equally.

Published in 1848, The Communist Manifesto produced few short-term results.
Though widespread revolts shook Europe during 1848 and 1849, Europe’s leaders
eventually put down the uprisings. Only after the turn of the century did the 
fiery Marxist pamphlet produce explosive results. In the 1900s, Marxism inspired 
revolutionaries such as Russia’s Lenin, China’s Mao Zedong, and Cuba’s Fidel Castro.
These leaders adapted Marx’s beliefs to their own specific situations and needs.

• Individuals and businesses own property and the 
means of production.

• Progress results when individuals follow their own 
self-interest.

• Businesses follow their own self-interest by 
competing for the consumer’s money. Each business 
tries to produce goods or services that are better 
and less expensive than those of competitors.

• Consumers compete to buy the best goods at the 
lowest prices. This competition shapes the market 
by affecting what businesses are able to sell.

• Government should not interfere in the economy 
because competition creates efficiency in business.

• The community or the state should own property 
and the means of production.

• Progress results when a community of producers 
cooperate for the good of all.

• Socialists believe that capitalist employers take 
advantage of workers. The community or state must 
act to protect workers.

• Capitalism creates unequal distribution of wealth 
and material goods. A better system is to distribute 
goods according to each person’s need.

• An unequal distribution of wealth and material 
goods is unfair. A better system is to distribute 
goods according to each person’s need.

Capitalism Socialism

The Industrial Revolution 737

Capitalism vs. Socialism
The economic system called capitalism developed gradually over centuries,
beginning in the late Middle Ages. Because of the ways industrialization
changed society, some people began to think that capitalism led to certain
problems, such as the abuse of workers. They responded by developing a 
new system of economic ideas called socialism.

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts
1. Developing Historical Perspective Consider the following people from 19th-century Britain: factory worker, shop owner, factory

owner, unemployed artisan. Which of them would be most likely to prefer capitalism and which would prefer socialism? Why?
2. Forming and Supporting Opinions Which system of economic ideas seems most widespread today? Support your opinion.
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