
Name __________________________________________________________           Mr Casey 
Period 3 (907)                    Global History I 
 
Debate Unit 2: Civilizations of the Ancient World 

Thursday (November 5th) & Friday (November 6th) 
 
Debate Structure 

• Moderator introduces the debate 
• Construction (present your argument) 

• Affirmative One- 1:30 
• Negative One- 1:30 
• Affirmative Two- 1:30 
• Negative Two- 1:30 

• Rebuttal (Refuting your opponent) 
• Affirmative One- 0:45 
• Negative One- 0:45 
• Affirmative Two- 0:45 
• Negative Two- 0:45 

• Moderator concludes debate 
 
Debate Groups 

1. Did the Neolithic Revolution have a positive impact on humanity? 
a. Affirmative: Kristina Aponte, Jeffrey Hernandez 
b. Negative: Jeffrey Lim, Karin Chen 
c. Moderator: Kayla Morales 

 
Suggested Research Topics: Paleolithic nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyle, diet, lifespan, causes of the 
Neolithic Revolution, domestication, effects of farming, agricultural surplus, positive/negative features of 
civilization(s), nomadic pastoralism, human health, human impact on the environment, technology, slavery 

 
2. Were the laws of the Code of Hammurabi fair and just? 

a. Affirmative: Chloe Guay, Bryan Chabla 
b. Negative: Edina Lleshi, Hannah Subashiq 
c. Moderator: Luke Duggan, Kristel Romero 

 
Suggested Research Topics: Code of Hammurabi full text, Mosaic Law (Torah Law), other 
ancient/modern law codes/legal systems, civil law, criminal law, death penalty, corporal punishment, 
retributive justice, eye for an eye, statistics on crime and punishment, criminal justice 

 
3. Did geography (the natural environment) contribute more to the growth of civilization than human 

ingenuity (inventiveness)? 
a. Affirmative: James McGlone, Angelina Perez 
b. Negative: Isabelle Carmona Zambran, Frank Hincapie 
c. Moderator: Lauren Kava, Gabriella Mina 

 
Suggested Research Topics: river valley civilizations in Mesopotamia/Egypt/Indian Subcontinent/China, 
Phoenicians, Indo-Europeans, (Achaemenid) Persian Empire, Assyrians, agricultural surplus, job 
specialization, nomadic pastoralism, technology, stone/bronze/iron, writing, trade, bureaucracy, 
religion/philosophy 

 



4. Would the world have been better off if the Persians had one the Greco-Persian Wars? 
a. Affirmative: Michael Moga, Daryl Tam 
b. Negative: Abrar Jahin, Mohamed Gueye 
c. Moderator: William Myint 

 
Suggested Research Topics: Achaemenid Persian Empire, Cyrus the Great, Darius the Great, 
Zoroastrianism, Classical Greece, Athens, Sparta, military tactics and technology, slavery, treatment of 
women, social class and social relationships, quality of life, Peloponnesian War, it’s causes, it’s major 
battles, it’s aftermath, Herodotus, Alexander the Great, collapse of the Persian Empire 

 
5. Does Alexander deserve to be called Great? 

a. Affirmative: Melissa Softic, Krystal Adams 
b. Negative: Isabelle Gozdyra, Anna Puma 
c. Moderator: Antony Mendez Marcial, Enisa Bracic 

 
Suggested Research Topics: Alexander the Great, his personality, his treatment of conquered peoples, his 
quality as a general and as a leader, his psychological state, Macedonian Phalanx, Hellenistic Kingdoms, 
Hellenization of the East, Archimedes, Lighthouse of Alexandria, Library of Alexandria, other cultural 
achievements of Alexandria in Egypt, Seleucid Kingdom, Ptolemaic Egypt, Greco-Bactrian Kingdom 

 
Homework for Next Class 

1. Bring in any class material I have given you, such as classwork or homework, that can be used to help 
you in this debate. You will, of course, have access to the textbook in class. I will also be returning work 
that has been handed in and not yet returned. 

2. Bring in AT LEAST ONE outside source, other than the textbook or class materials, that you can use to 
help you prepare for this debate. You must have it PRINTED, and you must know how to cite it. If you 
do not have the ability to print from home, you can print from my classroom by emailing it to yourself 
or bringing it on a flash drive. 

3. After reviewing the relevant class materials and your outside source, use the space below to come up 
with three tentative but well-thought-out arguments you could use to support your position. 

 
Debate Question: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Debate Position: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Argument #1: 
Explanation: 
 
 
Argument #2: 
Explanation: 
 
 
Argument #3: 
Explanation: 
 
 


