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Colonialism in the Near Orient 
Directions:	  Read	  chapter	  24	  sections	  2	  and	  3	  in	  the	  textbook	  and	  answer	  the	  questions	  on	  a	  separate	  

sheet	  of	  paper	  in	  full	  sentences	  and	  complete	  thoughts.	  

European Claims in Muslim Regions 
1. What factors led to the decline of the major Muslim empires? 
2. What did most Islamic reform movements have in common? What was the goal of Wahhabism, 

and how is it influential today? 
3. “Nationalism was only a problem for the Ottomans in Europe.” Do you agree with this statement? 

Support your position. 
4. What part of Ottoman territory did Russia want to control and why? 
5. What efforts did the Ottomans make to industrialize? Why do you think this was so important to 

them? 
6. Why was there conflict between Ottoman Sultans and the “Young Turks”? How did Nationalism 

contribute to the Armenian Genocide? 
7. Who was Muhammad Ali (not the boxer) and what impact did he have on the development of 

Egypt? 
8. How did European powers gain control in Egypt even without military action? 
9. What was the Suez Canal and why was it so important to the British? Examining the infographic 

about the Suez Canal, what can be said about the role industrialization played in imperialism? 
10. Why do you think Qajar efforts to modernize did not protect them from European Imperialism? 
11. What interests did European powers have in Persia? 

	  

The British Take Over India 
1. What	  factors	  enabled	  Britain	  to	  conquer	  India?	  
2. What	  cultural	  and	  social	  changes	  did	  the	  British	  attempt	  to	  implement	  in	  India?	  Why	  do	  you	  think	  

they	  felt	  they	  should	  make	  these	  changes?	  Why	  do	  you	  think	  that	  many	  people	  in	  India	  would	  
resent	  these	  attempts	  at	  change?	  

3. What	  was	  the	  Sepoy	  Rebellion,	  when	  did	  it	  occur,	  and	  what	  were	  it's	  causes?	  What	  does	  this	  show	  
about	  British	  attitudes	  toward	  Indian	  cultures?	  

4. What	  was	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  Rebellion	  on	  the	  relationship	  between	  the	  British	  and	  India?	  
5. "The	  British	  Raj."	  Interesting	  term.	  Any	  thoughts	  on	  the	  implication	  of	  the	  British	  using	  this	  term	  for	  

their	  own	  rule	  of	  India?	  (Optional)	  
6. "The	  British	  brought	  a	  lot	  of	  benefit	  to	  India	  in	  the	  form	  of	  modern	  technological	  advances,	  such	  as	  

railroad	  system	  and	  telegraph	  lines."	  Using	  information	  from	  the	  reading,	  how	  could	  you	  argue	  
against	  this	  statement	  in	  support	  of	  British	  imperialism?	  

7. How	  did	  British	  policies	  lead	  to	  famine?	  
8. Tell	  me	  about	  Ram	  Mohun	  Roy.	  What	  was	  he	  all	  about?	  
9. How	  did	  the	  British	  disagree	  about	  their	  view	  of	  India?	  
10. Are	  the	  origins	  of	  British	  nationalism	  linked	  to	  British	  rule?	  How	  or	  How	  not	  

	  


