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France in the Age of Nationalism 
Directions: Examine the documents below and answer the questions that follow in order to analyze the 

impact that European nationalism had on French society and government. 
 

Birth of a Republic… Again… and then a Third Time. 
(Source: Susan Ramirez, et al., World History: Human Legacy) 
 
The Revolution of 1848 and the Second Republic 
In 1830, revolution shook the restored French monarchy that had been established by Metternich 
and the Congress of Vienna, resulting in the formation of a constitutional monarchy lead by the 
Bourgeois King Louis Philippe. However, economic troubles and general unhappiness 
simmered in France until 1848. Then revolution exploded again, and another republic was born. 
The Revolution of 1848 was sparked when the French government banned a banquet planned by 
reformers. Angry protesters, both middle and working class, took to the streets. Louis Philippe 
quickly abdicated and the monarchy came to an end. The French citizens formed a new government, a republic headed by 
a president. Voters elected Napoleon’s nephew, Louis Napoleon as president. The era that followed was known as the 
Second Republic; the First Republic had existed during the years between the French Revolution and the reign of 
Napoleon. The Revolution of 1848 had far-reaching effects. From that point on, all adult French men had the right to vote 
and never lost it again. The Revolution of 1848 also created support for republican government, fueled a new women’s 
rights movement, and inspired other revolutions across Europe. 
 

1. How might nationalism and liberalism have played a role in the establishment of the Second Republic? 
 
 
 
 
 
Napoleon III and the Second Empire 
The French constitution allowed the president to serve only four years, but Louis Napoleon wanted to remain in office. In 
1851 he sent his troops to Paris and arrested members of the National Assembly who opposed him. Then he called for a 
national vote to decide whether he should be given the power to draft a new constitution. Voters approved the measure. In 
another vote the following year, the French people elected him emperor Napoleon III. Thus began the period known as 
the Second Empire. During the Second Empire Napoleon III made some reforms, such as increasing voting rights, but he 
always kept absolute power as emperor. He ruled during a time of economic prosperity and built many miles of railroads, 
which helped increase trade and improve communications in France. 
 

2. Why would the French people have voted for Louis Napoleon to become Emperor of France? How might 
nationalism have played a role? How could this relate to Bismarck’s “Blood and Iron” argument? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Third Republic 
In 1870 Napoleon III drew France into a war with Prussia. In the Franco-Prussian War, Napoleon III was captured in 
battle and surrendered to the Prussians. This shameful defeat led the French Assembly to depose Napoleon and proclaim 
the Third Republic. The new republic immediately faced a crisis as the Prussians invaded France and began a siege of 
Paris. Despite this troubled beginning, the Third Republic made some important reforms. In 1882 the government made 
primary education available for children ages 6 to 13. In 1884 trade unions were legalized, and by 1900 working hours 
had been reduced. In addition, in 1906 a new act required employers to give their workers one day off per week. 
 

3. How was France affected by the growing power of German nationalism under Bismarck? 
 
 



The Dreyfus Affair and French Nationalism 
(Source: Roger B Beck, et al., World History: Patterns of Interaction) 
 
During the 1880s and 1890s, the Third Republic was threatened by 
monarchists, aristocrats, clergy, and army leaders. These groups wanted 
a monarchy or military rule. A controversy known as the Dreyfus affair 
became a battleground for these opposing forces. Widespread feelings of 
anti-Semitism, or prejudice against Jews, also played a role in this 
scandal. In 1894, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, one of the few Jewish 
officers in the French army, was accused of selling military secrets to 
Germany. A court found him guilty, based on false evidence, and 
sentenced him to life in prison. In a few years, new evidence showed that 
Dreyfus had been framed by other army officers. Public opinion was 
sharply divided over the scandal. Many army leaders, nationalists, 
leaders in the clergy, and anti-Jewish groups refused to let the case be 
reopened. They feared sudden action would cast doubt on the honor of 
the army. Dreyfus’s defenders insisted that justice was more important. 
In 1898, the writer Émile Zola published an open letter titled J’accuse! (I 
accuse) in a popular French newspaper. In the letter, Zola denounced the 
army for covering up a scandal. Zola was sentenced to a year in prison 
for his views, but his letter gave strength to Dreyfus’s cause. Eventually, 
the French government declared his innocence. 
 
“It is a crime to poison the minds of the lowly and the humble, to exasperate the passions of reaction and 
intolerance, while seeking shelter behind odious [horrible] anti-Semitism, which, if not sup- pressed, will destroy 
the great liberal France of the Rights of Man.” —Émile Zola, “J’accuse” 
 

4. 19th Century European Nationalism generally took the form of Ethnic Nationalism. How were ethnic and cultural 
minorities impacted by the growth of nationalism among the majority ethnic group? 

 
 
 
 
 

The Dreyfus case showed the strength of anti-Semitism in France and other parts of 
Western Europe. However, persecution of Jews was even more severe in farther East. In 
Russia, government officials permitted pogroms (puh•GRAHMS), organized campaigns of 
violence against Jews. From the late 1880s on, thousands of Jews fled Eastern Europe. 
Many headed for the United States. For many Jews, the long history of exile and 
persecution convinced them to work for the establishment of a homeland in Palestine, the 
land from which the Jewish people had originated. In the 1890s, a Jewish nationalist 
movement known as Zionism developed to pursue this goal. Its most prominent voice was 
Theodor Herzl (HEHRT•suhl) Herzl was a Hungarian-born Jewish journalist who covered 
the Dreyfus trial. He was shocked by the anti-Semitism he saw in France and in other parts 
of Europe, and came to believe that the root of the problem was that Jews in Europe did not 
have a nation of their own. In 1896 Herzl published The Jewish State, which outlined plans 
for an independent Jewish country developed with the support of the international 
community. By the early 1900s, a growing number of Jews were journeying to settle in 

their ancient homeland in the eastern Mediterranean. These settlements encouraged other Jews to follow, and the Zionist 
movement gained strength. It was many years, however, before a state of Israel was established. 
 

5. What was the goal of the Zionist movement, and what motivated that goal? What potential problems might 
Zionists face in trying to achieve that goal? 


