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News of the terrorist attacks in Paris Friday elicited immediate responses from across the 
globe. World leaders, including President Barack Obama, Pope Francis, David Cameron 
and Vladimir Putin, publicly condemned the attacks and offered their condolences to 
France and the families of those killed in what French President Françoise Hollande has 
called “an act of war.” 
 
These deplorable acts of violence, carried out less than a year since the attacks on the staff 
at the Paris-based magazine Charlie Hebdo, have garnered widespread support on social 
media as well. Facebook has allowed people to mark themselves as safe in Paris, a feature 
usually reserved for natural disasters, and it added a transparent French flag overlay for 
users’ profile pictures to show solidarity with France. 
 
Across platforms, the hashtag #PrayforParis has been trending to send well wishes to the 
country and victims online. Monuments around the world have been lit up in blue, white 
and red colors to honor France. 

Yet, the terrorist attacks in Paris 
were not the only ones to occur last week. Suicide 
bombers in a Beirut market killed 43 people Thursday, 
including the man who sacrificed his life to tackle the 
second bomber before he could enter a crowded 
mosque and likely take many more lives. In Baghdad, 
the Islamic State group took responsibility for a suicide 
bomber who targeted a memorial service Friday, 
killing 21 people. 

 
The outpouring of support for France has been 
heartwarming and certainly much needed in the light of 
this tragedy, but where is the support for Beirut and 
Baghdad? Where is the safety check-in feature for Iraqi 
citizens, or the addition of a Lebanese flag photo filter 
on Facebook? There is nothing less valid about the 
suffering of those in Beirut and Baghdad — in fact, 
their tragedy is thrown into sharp relief by the world 
glossing over them in favor of coverage of Paris. 
 
While the world mourns for Paris, we should mourn for the lives lost and the disruption of peace across the 
world, not just in countries we have vacationed in. Acts of terror like those occurring in Paris, Beirut and 
Baghdad are equally tragic due to the loss of innocent lives not particular to a single nationality. It is a humanity 
problem, and we are just as responsible for promotion of peace in Lebanon and Iraq as we are for France. By all 
means, show your support for France and honor those killed in the attacks, but also remember to stand in 
solidarity with those killed and wounded at the hands of terrorists in other countries, too.  They are no less 
deserving of your kindness and compassion. 
 



 
 
 
 

 


