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Quaestio:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

NEW INDUSTRIAL WAR 
Directions: Read the documents below and answer the related questions. 

Fighting in 1914 
German troops quickly advanced through Belgium, meeting a combined force of French and British soldiers in 
mid-August 1914. The first major battle, the Battle of the Frontiers, ended with a clear German victory. 
Meanwhile, however, Russia attacked German territory from the east. In the Battle of Tannenberg, German 
forces crushed the Russian army. However, the Russian attack had given Great Britain and France time to 
reorganize their forces. In early September, the Allied Forces succeeded in driving back German forces at the 
Battle of the Marne. After retreating, German soldiers dug a series of trenches along the Aisne (AYN) River. 
When the allies attacked again, Germany won the Battle of the Aisne. Allied forces dug trenches of their own. 
Despite a series of battles that followed, German and Allied forces gained little ground in the coming months. 
This deadlocked region in northern France became known as the Western Front. By the end of 1914, the war 
had become one of trench warfare, or fighting from trenches. Both sides had dug hundreds of miles of trenches 
along the Western Front. Neither could make significant advances. Trenches were muddy, unsanitary, and 
crowded. When troops were ordered “over the top” of their trench to attack the enemy, many were gunned 
down. Often, their bodies could not be recovered. 
Source: Susan Ramirez, et al., World History: Human Legacy, Holt 
  

1. How did the nature of the fighting change over the course of 1914? 
What role did technology play? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Poison from the Sky 
The exhausted British soldiers were taking a break from the bitter fighting with German forces. in the distance, 
they could see the other end of their own line of trenches. This section was occupied by British allies, including 
soldiers from France and from the French colony of Algeria. The resting British soldiers noticed a curious thing. 
Floating through the air from the German lines toward the allied trenches was a slow-moving cloud of 
yellowish smoke. Soon, from the direction of the strange cloud came a steady stream of running men, throwing 
away clothing, equipment, and anything else that might slow them down. The British were at first horrified at 
what they thought was the cowardly retreat of the French and Algerians. They soon learned, however, that the 
terrified men had good reason to run. The yellow cloud that had floated into their trenches was chlorine gas, a 
deadly poison. When inhaled, this gas damages lung tissue and causes victims to cough violently and choke. In 
some cases, the gas kills. The poison gas used against the allied troops was one of many new weapons that first 
appeared in World War I. Together these weapons produced a horrifying level of death and destruction. 
Source: Susan Ramirez, et al., World History: Human Legacy, Holt 
  

2. Why was chlorine gas such a deadly and terrifying weapon of war? 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Source: Roger Beck, et al., World History: Patterns of Interactions, McDougal Littell 
  

3. Which new military technology do you think played the greatest role in 
changing warfare? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4. How did trench warfare affect the morale of soldiers? 

 
 

Examine	  the	  
infographic	  on	  
page	  824-‐825	  in	  
the	  Textbook	  to	  
help	  you	  answer	  
this	  question.	  

Examine	  the	  quote	  
on	  page	  822	  in	  the	  
Textbook	  to	  help	  
you	  answer	  this	  
question.	  



Both tanks and aircraft were first used in World War I. Tanks, armored vehicles that could cross rough 
battlefield terrain, were pioneered by the British. Because reliability was a problem, however, they would not 

make a contribution until late in the war. Aircraft, on the other hand, were useful 
from the beginning. At the start of the war, few aircraft existed, and they were used 
mainly to observe enemy positions. Soon, mechanics began to attach machine guns 

to airplanes, and pilots began to drop bombs from the air. As the war dragged 
on, new, faster airplanes proved useful in attacking battlefields and cities. 

Despite the new 
technologies, 
however, neither 
side was able to 
gain an advantage 
on the battlefield. 
Trench warfare, 
with all its miseries, 

dragged on. 
 

5. How did the   
role of planes evolve over  
the course of the war? 

 
 
 
The main reason the war was so deadly was the combination of new technology and outdated tactics. While we 
may think about tanks, airplanes and poison gas, all of which made their debut in the First World War, the two 
most devastating technologies were American: machine guns and barbed wire. Attempting to march in lines 
towards an enemy’s trench, soldiers of both sides were mowed down by machine gun fire. 
 
According to one German machine gunner at the battle of the Somme in 1916, “The [British] officers went in 
front. I noticed one of them walking calmly, carrying a walking stick. When we started firing we just had to 
load and reload. They went down in their hundreds. You didn’t have to aim, we just fired into them.” At the 
Somme, the British lost 60,000 men in the first day of fighting. Remember the old colonialist verse, “Whatever 
happens / we have got / the maxim gun / and they have not”? Yeah, well, now everybody had machine guns. 
 
Although soldiers then, as now, lived under conditions it's difficult to imagine, there was more than even the 
threat of death to distress them. According to German officer Ernst Jünger, it was not “danger, however extreme 
… that depresses the spirit of men, so much as over-fatigue and wretched conditions.” And for most soldiers, 
especially the British and French, the pay for their efforts was pitiful. So why did they even keep fighting? 
Duty, nationalism, loyalty to comrades, and fear of being shot for desertion all played a role. 
 
But so did alcohol. As one British medical officer said: “Had it not been for the rum ration, I do not think we 
should have won the war.” Ernst Jünger also remarked on the propensity of soldiers to drink their troubles 
away: “Though ten out of twelve had fallen, still the last two, as sure as death, were to be found on the first 
evening of rest over the bottle drinking a silent health to their dead ‘companions’ ”. 
Source: John Green, Crash Course World History 
 

6. What does John Green mean by “outdated tactics”? How did that issue combine with new technology to 
make the war so deadly and brutal? 

 
 

7. What role did alcohol play in the war? 
	  


