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Quaestio:	  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
Nunc	  Agenda:	  Read	  about	  African	  Nationalism	  and	  answer	  the	  question	  below…	  

Nationalism in Africa During World War I, Africa had been almost entirely under the 
rule of European colonial powers. Hundreds of thousands of Africans served in European armies during the 
war, and tens of thousands of them lost their lives. This wartime experience did much to increase nationalist 
feeling in Africa.  
Nationalist Feeling Grows Many Africans believed they had earned independence from European control 
through their wartime sacrifices. Further, the war had caused great economic hardship in many parts of Africa. 
Trade with Europe, on which many African colonies depended, dried up, and European spending in African 
colonies slowed to a trickle. In short, Africans felt that they had suffered a great deal for Europe and had little to 
show for it. African anger further increased because 
of the Treaty of Versailles. No Africans were 
involved in the negotiations, and the European 
powers simply gave Germany’s African colonies to 
other countries as mandates rather than granting 
them independence.  
Working for Independence In the years after 
World War I, Africans’ frustrations at the actions of 
the European powers led them to seek greater 
independence. For example, a series of meetings 
known as Pan-African Congresses began in 1919. 
Organized by people of African heritage living 
around the world, these conferences led to a series 
of demands for African independence. North 
African Arabs also took action to win independence 
in British-controlled Egypt. After the war, in which 
hundreds of thousands of Egyptians had served, a 
group of Egyptians tried to bring a demand for independence to the British government. When some members 
of the group were arrested, protests swept the country. Many Egyptians were killed. The British eventually 
recognized that they could not maintain full control of Egypt. In February 1922 they formally declared that 
Egypt was an independent nation. Egypt’s independence was a victory for nationalism in Africa, but it was not 
the start of a trend in the postwar years. Indeed, the continent remained almost entirely under European control 
in the 1920s and 1930s. During this time, African desire for reform and independence continued to grow. Yet it 
would take time—and another world war—before nationalism in Africa would lead to major change on the 
continent.  

Q: 	  How did WWI help inspire feelings of Nationalism in Africa? 
 
 

Q: 	  Do you think other colonies saw an increase in Nationalism following WWI? Why? 
 



 

1. According to Gandhi, how is truth-force different from body-force? 

 
 

2. What do Gandhi’s writings suggest about his view of suffering? Give examples from each document. 

 
 
 

3. Based on the scenes, why did Gandhi object to the term “passive resistance” to describe his protests? 

 

 

4. What conflicts existed between the Indian leaders themselves?  

 

 

5. Why were Gandhi’s tactics effective at influencing public opinion around the world in favor of Indian 
independence and against the British?  

 

 

6. Do you think Gandhi’s actions led to achieving his goals for India? Why or why not? 


