
Graphic History Project 

 
For this project, your task as a group will be to create your very own graphic history based on a 
provided primary source from a period you have already studied.  You should try your best to stay 
as true to the original text as possible, but you may take creative departures from the text where you 
feel it is appropriate and necessary.  While all members of the group must collaborate heavily, each 
member should focus on a particular specialized role. While this assignment will be graded as a 
group, you will be weighted more heavily on your specialized component than on the other two. 
 
THE ARTIST will be responsible for representing the text visually through drawing. When reading 
and analyzing the text, you should consider what descriptions can be illustrated, how the story might 
be separated into frames, and what parts of the illustration may have to be inferred from the 
historical context. You will have to do some research to find out how to accurately represent 
historical figures, clothes, and other aspects of the illustrations. There may also be some parts of the 
text that would be better represented visually by you than textually by the Writer. 
 
THE WRITER will be responsible for turning the original text into the narrative of the graphic 
history. This role requires the most careful interpretation. You can use speech bubbles for 
characters, both in the current frame or as narration for other events, for example, as a flashback 
narration or a visualization of a description in a speech, as well as explanatory captions to set the 
scene or provide context. When reading and analyzing the text, you should consider what parts of 
the text should be represented as speech, as captioned text, or even passed off to the Artist to 
represent visually. 
 
THE HISTORIAN will be responsible for providing the historical context of the original source and 
the graphic history by creating an accompanying written explanation to help those who read the 
graphic history to understand and appreciate it. The Historical Context will contain three paragraphs. 
The first paragraph will give a general explanation of the history of the time period and the theme 
being addressed (e.g. European Nationalism, Industrialization), the setting the context for the story. 
The second paragraph will deal specifically with the history of the topic discussed in the source (e.g. 
Otto von Bismarck, Factory Conditions). The content of the first two paragraphs will be based on 
your knowledge of history and on outside sources (e.g. textbook, internet). The third paragraph, 
which should be shorter than the first two, will introduce the source itself and explain the way in 
which the graphic history was created based on that source. 


