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Hitler and the Rise of Nazism in Germany 
Directions: Based on the timeline below, answer the questions in order to understand how Germany changed after World War I.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.) Why did the Treaty of Versailles make the people of Germany angry with their government? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.) How did Hitler promote his ideas? 
 
 
 
 
 

1918 
Germany faces effects of Treaty of Versailles: 

-‐ must pay war reparations 
-‐ must demilitarize 
-‐ must give up land 
-‐ must accept blame for the war 

1923-1924 
Hitler begins his rise to power when he 
attempted the Munich Putsch, in which he 
led the Nazi Party to attempt to seize power.  
Although this failed and he was arrested, he 
gained publicity from his trial. While in 
prison, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf, outlining 
his ideas, and changed his mind about how to 
gain power.  He would do so through legal 
means.  

1924-1928 
Hitler re-organized the 
Nazi Party and set up 
branches all over the 
country.  Nazis began to 
use propaganda to 
campaign.    

1929 
The Stock Market Crash 
caused world-wide economic 
depression.  Hitler began to 
campaign against Germany 
to promote change through 
messages announced from 
airplanes.   

1932 
Hitler challenged Hindenburg for 
Presidency and lost.  Hindenburg 
would name Hitler as Prime Minister. 
Although there was fear that Hitler 
was becoming too influential, it was 
thought he could be controlled. 

 

January 1933 
Hindenburg understands that 
he will need the support of the 

Nazi Party to get any laws 
passed. As a result of the 

success of the Nazi Party in 
elections, Hitler is appointed 

to the position of Chancellor – 
head or Parliament. 

March 1933 
Hitler announces the Enabling 
Act which is approved by the 
government. This gives him 
dictatorial power for four years. 
It also allows him to punish 
anyone he considers enemy of 
the state. 

August 1934 
After the death of Hindenburg, 

Hitler proposes a new law to 
combine the role of president 

and chancellor into one role of 
Fuhrer. 90% of the German 

citizens approve of Hitler’s law 
making himself Fuhrer. Hitler 
legally becomes the supreme 

leader of Germany.  



3.) Why was it necessary for Hitler to have the Nazi Party set up all over the country? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.)  How did Hitler eventually come to power?  Why did Hindenburg need him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.) How did the Enabling Act make him the leader of Germany before Hindenburg died? Why do you think his enemies were not able to fight 
this act?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.) Please write one paragraph (5-8 sentences on the following topic). Why was it important that Hitler legally became Fuhrer? What does the 

vote show you about the mindset of the German citizens?  
 

 
 
 
 
 


