
Spread of Religions Project 
For your semester project, you will be representing the spread of one of three major religions from history 
before modern times (from the beginning of the religion until 1400). You will have a choice between four 
different project types for representing this spread, each with its own specific requirements. In order to achieve 
a roughly even distribution of religions and project types throughout the class, as well as to allow students to 
support each other and share helpful information, you will be working in groups, in which everyone in the 
group must choose the same religion, and everyone must fulfill a different role. However, you will only be 
graded on your own project. (ProTip: Make it colorful!) 
 
This project will give you many freedoms to make your own choices about how to represent the information, 
but make sure to follow all the directions given, fulfill all requirements, and put in your very best effort to create 
a top quality final product. Regardless of which role you choose, you will have to do research to complete this 
project, but I encourage you to begin with the textbook and the resources I have provided in class during our 
study of these topics first before heading to the internet. After the projects are submitted, the best projects will 
be selected and given a special status, and awards will be given to their creators. 
 

Religions Project Roles 

Buddhism 
Christianity 

Islam 

Cartographer: Full-Size Map 
Chronicler: Comic/Graphic History  

Author: Textbook Section 
Historian: Illustrated Timeline 

Project Role Requirements 
CHRONICLER 
Create a multi-page graphic-novel style history focused on a particular individual or group of individuals who 
played an important role in the spread of your chosen religion. There are three available choices for each 
religion. You must choose one of the following: 
Buddhism: (1) Mauryan Emperor Ashoka, (2) Kushan Emperor Kanishka, (3) Japanese Students of Tang China 
Christianity: (1) Paul, (2) Roman Emperor Constantine, (3) Frankish King Charlemagne 
Islam: (1) Mansa Musa, (2) Muslim Merchants in the Indian Ocean Network, (3) Sufi Missionaries in India 
Whichever example you choose, you must represent through illustration, speech bubbles, and caption narration 
how this individual or group contributed to the spread of the religion. You should prep and outline before 
creating the final version, and make sure the final version is of high quality. 
 
AUTHOR 
Create a section of a textbook that teaches about your chosen religion, where, when, how, and why it spread, 
and what impact that had on the places to which it spread. Your text must be entirely your own words, just like 
in a thematic essay, but you can of course refer to sources such as the textbook, class materials, and online 
sources to gather information. The section should have a relevant title and should be divided into three sub 
sections based on the following three components: 

(1) Central Beliefs, Principles and Practices of the Religion 
(2) How/Where/When/Why this Religion Spread 
(3) How the Religion Impacted Societies or Regions (at least two examples) 



In addition to the text, you must also include graphics to help teach your content. You should have a total of at 
least four graphics, all of which may be pulled from online, with preferably half of them images and half of 
them non-image graphics such as maps, charts, or graphs. You must include captions for the pictures. You must 
also make sure that the formatting and design of your textbook section are professional, neat, and colorful. This 
should be done on a computer. 
 
HISTORIAN 
Create an illustrated timeline that allows the viewer to see the full context of the spread of your religion. Your 
timeline must be spaced out accurately with date markers at regular intervals, and with your key events 
stretching out with lines from the timeline to boxes or bubbles for you to write the information about the event. 
You must include two different types of events on the timeline. You should have topic events, the events related 
directly to spread of the religion, and you should have context events, the events happening around the same 
time to help the viewer understand the broader historical context. You can choose how to distinguish the two 
(you could have topics on top and contexts on bottom, or you could make them two different colors), but you 
must make sure it is clear to the viewer which one is which and what the difference is. For each event, you must 
include a date and a brief description of one or two sentences (more for the topic events), as well as pictures for 
more than half of the events. Most pictures should be drawn, but it is fine if a few are printed, as long as it is 
colorful. Your project should be done on two or three sheets of computer paper, or higher-quality paper of the 
same size, placed next to each other to connect (NOTE: do not tape or staple them together). NOTE: Before 
you begin making the timeline, you should have all your information compiled already. I recommend typing 
events rather than writing them as you plan, because it will allow you to add in new events as you find them in 
the correct order, rather than having to keep erasing.  
 
CARTOGRAPHER 
Create a full-size map depicting where, when, and even how and why your religion spread. The primary 
purpose of your map should be to trace this growth, using arrows to indicate spread from one place to another, 
as well as dates and explanatory captions at key points in the spread. In addition to showing the spread, do your 
best to incorporate as much additional geographic information into the map as possible. Since your map 
transcends time, be cautious in labeling specific political entities (i.e. kingdoms, empires) that existed at 
different times, making sure to do so in a way that represents them clearly and distinctly, so the observer does 
not get the idea that they all existed at the same time. It is up to you to decide what aspects of the map should be 
labeled directly, which should be indicated by color and key, and which should be left out. It is great to get a lot 
into the map, but make sure it is relevant to the spread of the religion.    
 
NOTES: Your map must be drawn on oak tag paper, also known as poster paper. You may not use poster board 
(stiff and inflexible) or construction paper (too weak). The size of the paper should be close to 17 inches tall and 
22 inches wide (the size of four pieces of printer paper) but it can be a little smaller or bigger. Make sure 
everything is accurate and that your map is not too cluttered. It should also be attractive, so use plenty of color, 
and feel free to be decorative, especially in the title, as long as the decoration does not interfere with the map 
itself. Make sure you know what to include on your map before you start drawing it, because you need to make 
sure you include the right regions on your map. In other words, you don’t want your map to be too “zoomed in” 
or too “zoomed out.” To draw an accurate map, I recommend printing a copy of the main map you are using for 
your project, or even better, a blank map of the same area. Add measured grid lines to the map, and lightly draw 
matching measured gridlines on your paper in pencil and erase them later. Then, one box at a time, draw the 
outline of the land. This method will help you to draw a bigger version of the blank map while insuring that It 
comes out as accurate as possible. Color in the water right after to avoid confusing water with land, preferably 
with something light, like a light blue colored pencil, so that you can still label on it. Third, it is best to label the 
cities before anything else, since their locations are the most specific and must be labeled with a point. 
 


