
Name	  __________________________________________	  	  	  Date	  ___________	  	  	  Class	  _______	  	  	  Period	  _____	  

Struggle for the Future of China 
Directions:	  Using	  the	  textbook	  (pages	  869-‐873),	  examine	  the	  documents	  and	  answer	  the	  questions.	  
	  

1. According to the Nationalist leader Sun Yixian, what was China’s weakness? 
2. Examine the competing perspectives of Jiang Jieshi and Mao Zedong. Who does each 

person think should lead China? 
3. Compare the images of the two men. What image does each present, and how does it 

connect to their respective political philosophies? 
4. In 1912, Sun Yixian lost majority support and stepped down as leader in favor of General 

Yuan Shikai, who tried to set up a new dynasty. According to the timeline on 872, what 
happened when he died? Why do you think this occurred? 

5. Examine the key events related to the Nationalists (Guomindang) and the Communists on the 
timeline. Under what conditions do the two come into conflict, and under what conditions do 
the two unite? 

6. Examine the route of the Long March on the map and the image to the right. How would you 
describe the nature of this Communist retreat? 

7. Read the quote by Mao Zedong at the bottom of the page. How does Mao describe the Long 
March? Does he seem to have a positive or a negative view of the event? Explain what he 
means. 
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