
Name __________________________________________   Date ___________   Class _______   Period _____ 

The Second World War Review  
Directions: Answer the questions below using your class materials, notes, and the textbook. In parentheses next 
to each question, I have indicated the sources within which you can find the answers. Most names represent 
worksheets, “PP” signifies a PowerPoint, and Chapter and Section is provided for textbook references. If you 
have misplaced any notes or class materials, you can find them by using the search bar on mrcaseyhistory.com. 
Answer all questions on loose leaf. You do NOT need to rewrite the question, but make sure to have your name, 
the assignment title, and the numbers of each question on your loose leaf. 
 

1. In what ways did Germans see the Treaty of Versailles as unfair? (The End of the War to End All Wars, 
Ch 26 Sec 4) 

2. What are the common features of Fascism? (Fascism in Italy, One Weird Trait, Nazi Power Grows, Ch 
28 Sec 1 and 3) 

3. What economic, social, and/or political factors made it possible for Fascism to gain popularity in 
Germany and Italy? (Fascism in Italy, One Weird Trait, Nazi Power Grows, Ch 28 Sec 1 and 3)  

4. Describe the ways Communism and Fascism are similar AND the ways they are different. (Fascism in 
Italy, Ch 28 Sec 4) 

5. Describe the goals and the consequences of the following policies enacted by Joseph Stalin. (Joseph 
Stalin Man of Steel, Ch 28 Sec 4, Dictators of Europe Summary) 

a. Collectivization of Agriculture 
b. Five Year Plans 
c. Great Purge 

6. What is a Cult of Personality? Describe one way each of the following dictators created Cults of 
Personality around themselves. (Stalin's Cult of Personality, Fascism in Italy, Nazi Power Grows, Ch 28 
Sec 3-5, Dictators of Europe Summary) 

a. Stalin 
b. Mussolini 
c. Hitler 

7. Define Totalitarianism and Authoritarianism. (They are pretty similar, and usually go together, but 
they are technically different concepts.)  

8. How did Hitler justify his plans for imperialism in Europe? Define the word Lebensraum and use it in 
your answer. (The Holocaust – History.com, Ch 29 Sec 1) 

9. Why did Japan engage in imperialism prior to in the years between the two World Wars, and what 
regions did they imperialize? (Ultranationalists Dominate Japan PP) 

10. What does appeasement mean? 
11. Toward actions by Hitler did the Allies adopt a policy of Appeasement? 
12. What was the result of the policy of Appeasement? 
13. Why was the League of Nations unable to stop the Axis advance? (Cooling Down a World on Fire, The 

End of the War to End All Wars, Ch 29 Sec 1 and 5) 
14. Define and describe the Nazi war tactic known as Blitzkrieg. How did both geography and technology 

make this strategy effective for the German army? (From Appeasement to War, The Failure of 
Appeasement PP, Erwin Rommel Account of Blitzkrieg, Nazi Lightning War, Ch 29 Sec 1 and 2) 

15. What was the nature of the deal struck between Stalin and Hitler in the Nazi-Soviet Pact? Who 
eventually broke the deal and how? (Fighting on Two Fronts PP, Fighting on the Eastern Front Notes, 
Ch 29 Sec 2) 

16. How did geography help the Russians win the Battle of Stalingrad and turn the tide of the war? (Fighting 
on Two Fronts PP, Fighting on the Eastern Front Notes, Ch 29 Sec 2, William Hoffman - Diary of a 
German Soldier) 



17. What was the D-Day Invasion and why did it turn the tide of the war? (The US Joins the War PP, War 
Ends in Europe, Ch 19 Sec 3 and 4) 

18. Why was the United Nations formed and why was it stronger than the earlier League of Nations? 
(Cooling Down a World on Fire, In the Wake of the War PP) 

19. What were the Nuremberg Trials? (Cooling Down a World on Fire, In the Wake of the War PP) 
20. What happened during Kristallnacht? Why is this event seen as symbolizing the beginning of the 

Holocaust? (From Propaganda to Pogrom, The Holocaust – History.com) 
21. What are the two strongest arguments in favor of dropping the atomic bomb on Japan? What are the two 

strongest arguments in opposition to dropping the atomic bomb on Japan? 
22. Inspired by my favorite debate question… For each of the following examples of Nazi ideology and 

actions, provide at least one example of something similar taking place outside of Nazi Germany during 
roughly the same time period. 

a. The Nazis conquered other people’s lands for their own benefit. (Chapter 25 and the entire 
Imperialism Unit) 

b. Hitler believed that the white race, what he called the Aryan race, was scientifically superior to 
all other races, seeing other races as not as fully human. (Not His Finest Hour, Ch 25 Sec 1, The 
White Mans Burden Orientalism, Colonial Exhibitions and Human Zoos, Ireland in the Age of 
Imperialism) 

c. Nazis believed in Eugenics and conducted sterilizations of people they saw as unfit to reproduce. 
d. Nazi Germany enacted laws that explicitly discriminated against the Jews because they were 

seen as racially inferior. For example, Aryans and Jews were not allowed to marry under the 
Nuremberg laws. (Nazi Summer Camp, The War in the Pacific and the Bomb PP) 

e. The Nazis portrayed the Jews as a threat, as a dangerous foreign element within Germany, and 
German Jews were forcibly relocated to concentration camps. (The War in the Pacific and the 
Bomb PP) 

f. The Nazi Holocaust was Genocide, an attempt to exterminate all Jews as well as other groups. 
(Armenian Genocide History Channel, Stages of Genocide PP) 

g. The Nazis killed millions of innocent people. (Joseph Stalin Man of Steel) 


