
Directions for African Leaders Twitter Profile 

Each group will receive one biography for their respective African leader. After 
you read the bio you must create a Twitter Profile for your African Leader.  

Your profile must contain the following. 
1) Name of Leader 

 
 

2) Location of Leader 
 
 

3) The years that the leader ruled from. 
 
 

4) A “tag line” for that leader – a quote that they might have used as a guiding 
principle for their country. 
 
 

5) At least 10-15 tweets regarding events from that leader’s history (Utilize the 
laptops for extra research on different events) 
	  

6) Amount of followers and how many people that leader would be following 
(Use the biography to base on how well-liked this leader was) 
	  

7) A Who to Follow list of (3 people) of potential friends for this person 
	  

8) Trends during this time period (these are events that are occurring during 
that “year” that you are creating the Twitter Profile).  
	  

Try to organize your profile before actually creating it. Place where you want to 
put certain parts to this Twitter profile to conserve space. Everyone in the group 
should be working together and taking some part whether it is – researching the 
bio, researching on the computer, creating the profile itself, etc.  

 

 



African Profile: Jean-Bedel Bokassa 

Jean-Bédel Bokassa, also called Bokassa I    (born Feb. 22, 1921, Bobangui, Moyen-Congo, 
French Equatorial Africa [now in the Central African Republic]—died Nov. 3, 1996, Bangui, 
C.A.R.), African military leader who was president of the Central African Republic (1966–76) 
and self-styled emperor of the Central African Empire (1976–79). 

The son of a village headman, Bokassa attended local mission schools before joining the French 
army in 1939. He distinguished himself in the French conflict in Indochina, and by 1961 he had 
achieved the rank of captain. At the request of Pres. David Dacko, Bokassa left the French armed 
forces to head the army of the newly independent Central African Republic. On Dec. 31, 1965, 
Bokassa used his position as supreme military commander to overthrow Dacko; he declared 
himself president of the republic on Jan. 1, 1966. 

Bokassa initially spearheaded a number of reforms in an effort to develop the Central African 
Republic. He sought to promote economic development with Operation Bokassa, a national 
economic plan that created huge nationalized farms and industries, but the plan was stymied by 
poor management. He later became known for his autocratic and unpredictable policies, and his 
government was characterized by periodic reshuffles in which the power of the presidency was 
gradually increased. 

In December 1976 Bokassa assumed the title Emperor Bokassa I and changed the name of his 
country to the Central African Empire. He was crowned a year later—in emulation of his hero, 
Napoleon I—in a lavish ceremony that cost more than $20 million. By this time Bokassa’s rule 
had effectively bankrupted his impoverished country, and his reign as emperor proved to be 
short-lived. Following the substantiation of international charges that Bokassa had personally 
participated in a massacre of 100 schoolchildren by his imperial guard, French paratroops carried 
out a military coup against him that reestablished the republic and reinstated Dacko as president 
(September 1979). Bokassa went into exile, first traveling to Côte d’Ivoire but later settling in 
France. 

Bokassa was sentenced in absentia to death in 1980, but he inexplicably chose to return to the 
Central African Republic in 1986. He was arrested and put on trial, and in 1987 he was found 
guilty of the murders of the schoolchildren and other crimes (although he was acquitted of 
charges of cannibalism). His death sentence was subsequently commuted, and he was freed in 
1993. He was posthumously pardoned in 2010, in conjunction with the country’s 50th 
anniversary celebration. 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



African Profile: Siad Barre 

Mohamed Siad Barre was born as a member of the Marehan Darod clan. After receiving his 
primary education in southern Somalia, Barre moved to Mogadishu, the capital of Italian 
Somaliland, to pursue his secondary education. He enrolled in the Italian colonial police in 1940. 
Upon his return to Somalia, he remained with the military and became Vice Commander of 
Somalia's Army when the country gained independence in 1960. After time with Soviet officers 
in joint training exercises in the early 1960s, Barre became an advocate of Soviet-style Marxist 
government. He believed in a strong sense of nationalism. In 1969, following the assassination of 
Somalia's second president, Abdirashid Ali Shermarke, the military staged a coup on October 21, 
and took over office.  Barre became the head of the government and subsequently renamed the 
country the Somali Democratic Republic, arrested members of the former government, banned 
political parties, dissolved the parliament & the Supreme Court, and suspended the constitution.  

Presidency 

Styled the "Victorious Leader", Siad Barre fostered the growth of a personality cult. Portraits of 
him in the company of Marx and Lenin lined the streets on public occasions. He advocated a 
form of socialism based on the Qur'an and Marx, with heavy influences of Somali nationalism. 

Barre established large-scale public works programs and successfully implemented a literacy 
campaign, which helped dramatically increase the literacy rate. In addition to a nationalization 
program of industry and land, the new regime's foreign policy placed an emphasis on Somalia's 
traditional and religious links with the Arab world, eventually joining the Arab League (AL) in 
1974. One of the principal objectives of the revolution was the adoption of a standard national 
writing system and introduced the Somali language (Af Soomaali) as the official language. 

Human rights abuse allegations 

Part of Barre's time in power was characterized by oppressive dictatorial rule, including 
allegations of persecution, jailing and torture of political opponents. The United Nations stated 
that "the 21-year regime of Siyad Barre had one of the worst human rights records in Africa." 
The Africa Watch Committee wrote in a report that "both the urban population and nomads 
living in the countryside [were] subjected to killings, arrest, detention in filthy conditions, 
torture, rape, crippling constraints on freedom of expression and psychological intimidation." 
Amnesty International went on to report that torture methods committed by Barre's National 
Security Service (NSS) included executions and "beatings while tied in a contorted position, 
electric shocks, rape of woman prisoners, simulated executions and death threats."  

In September 1970, the government introduced the National Security Law No. 54, which granted 
the power to arrest and detain indefinitely those who expressed critical views of the government, 
without ever being brought to trial. It gave the NSS the power to arrest without a warrant anyone 
suspected of a crime involving "national security". The late 1970s and onward Barre had low 
popularity and increased resistance. In response, Barre's elite unit, the Red Berets carried out 
systematic terror against the Majeerteen, Hawiye, and Isaaq clans. The Red Berets systematically 
smashed water reservoirs to deny water to the Majeerteen and Isaaq clans and their herds.  



African Profile: Idi Amin (Nickname: The Butcher of Uganda) 

For much of the 1970's, the sadistic and telegenic despot had reveled in the spotlight of world 
attention as he flaunted his tyrannical power, hurled outlandish insults at world leaders and 
staged pompous displays of majesty.  

By the time he had escaped from captors, the devastation he had wreaked lay fully exposed in the 
scarred ruins of Uganda. The number of people he caused to be killed has been tabulated by 
exiles and international human rights groups as close to 300,000 out of a total population of 12 
million. Those murdered were mostly anonymous people: farmers, students, clerks and 
shopkeepers who were shot or forced to bludgeon one another to death by members of death 
squads. They often chose their victims because they wanted their money, houses or women, or 
because the tribal groups the victims belonged to were marked for humiliation.  

But there were also many hundreds of prominent men and women among the dead. Their killings 
were public affairs carried out in ways that were meant to attract attention, terrorize the living 
and convey the message that it was Mr. Amin who wanted them killed. They included cabinet 
ministers, Supreme Court judges, diplomats, university rectors, educators, prominent churchmen, 
surgeons, bankers, tribal leaders and business executives.  

As an awareness of spreading horror and suffering filtered out of Uganda, Mr. Amin began to 
address the criticism, choosing words that intentionally added insult to injury. He declared that 
Hitler had been right to kill six million Jews. In other comments he offered to become king of 
Scotland and lead his Celtic subjects to independence from Britain. He forced white residents of 
Kampala to carry him on a throne and kneel before him as photographers captured the moment 
for the world to see. He also ejected Peace Corps volunteers and the United States marines who 
had guarded the American Embassy in Kampala.  

As a young soldier he rose steadily through the ranks, spending the mid-1950's fighting in 
colonial Kenya against Mau Mau guerrillas who used terror tactics to spread dread among white 
settlers in hopes of ending British rule. In 1957 he was promoted to sergeant major and two years 
later was singled out for the rank of ''effendi,'' a new position for native noncommissioned 
officers judged to have leadership potential.  

In 2/1966, charges were raised in Uganda's Parliament that  Mr. Amin, had stolen $350,000 in 
gold and ivory from Congo guerrillas who he was supposed to have supplied with arms.  

On Aug. 5, 1972, with the economy continuing to falter, Mr. Amin announced that all Ugandans 
of Asian origin holding British passports, 40,000 in all, would have to leave the country. The 
majority of them were descendants of workers brought by the British from the Indian 
subcontinent. This resulted in a collapse of the economy as manufacturing, agriculture and 
commerce came to a screeching halt without the appropriate resources to support them. 

A special vocabulary of killing and torture was developed and used by Mr. Amin, according to 
his former associates who managed to escape. ''Giving the V.I.P. treatment'' to someone meant to 
kill, as did ''Go with him to where he sleeps.'' ''Giving tea'' meant whipping and dismemberment.  



African Profile: Kwame Nkrumah 

Kwame Nkrumah,   Ghanaian nationalist leader who led the Gold Coast’s drive for 
independence from Britain and presided over its emergence as the new nation of Ghana.. 

Early years 

Increasingly drawn to politics, Nkrumah decided to pursue further studies in the U.S. He studied 
the literature of socialism, notably Karl Marx and Vladimir I. Lenin, and of nationalism, 
especially Marcus Garvey, the black American leader of the 1920s. He left the U.S. in May 1945 
and went to England, where he organized the 5th Pan-African Congress in Manchester. 

Meanwhile, in the Gold Coast, United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) had been formed to work 
for self-government by constitutional means. Invited to serve as the UGCC’s secretary, Nkrumah 
returned home in late 1947. As secretary, he began to create a mass base for the new movement. 
When a split developed between the middle-class leaders of the UGCC and the more radical 
supporters of Nkrumah, he formed in June 1949 the new Convention Peoples’ Party (CPP), a 
party committed to a program of immediate self-government. In January 1950, Nkrumah 
initiated a campaign of nonviolent protest against British colonial authorities. 

From prison to prime ministry 

After imprisonment for a year, he was elected to Parliament in 1952 and became prime minister 
of the Gold Coast. When the Gold Coast became Ghana in March 1957, Nkrumah became the 
new nation’s first prime minister. In 1958, Nkrumah’s government legalized the imprisonment 
without trial of those regarded as security risks. It became apparent that Nkrumah’s government 
was authoritarian. Nkrumah’s popularity rose, as new roads, schools, and health facilities were 
built and as the policy of Africanization created better career opportunities for Ghanaians. 

By 1960 Ghana became a republic and Nkrumah became president, with wide legislative and 
executive powers under a new constitution. His administration became involved in magnificent 
but often ruinous development projects, so that a once-prosperous country became crippled with 
foreign debt. His Second Development Plan, announced in 1959, was abandoned in 1961 when 
the debt rose to more than $125 million. Contraction of the economy led to widespread labor 
unrest and to a strike in September 1961. From that time Nkrumah began to evolve a much more 
rigorous type of political control and to turn increasingly to the communist countries for support. 

President of Ghana and afterward 

The attempted assassination of Nkrumah at Kulugungu in August 1962—the first of several—led 
to his increasing seclusion from public life and to the growth of a personality cult, as well as to a 
massive buildup of the country’s internal security forces. Early in 1964 Ghana was officially 
designated a one-party state, with Nkrumah as life president of both nation and party.Meanwhile, 
the economic crisis in Ghana worsened and shortages of foodstuffs and other goods became 
chronic. On Feb. 24, 1966, while Nkrumah was visiting Beijing, the army in Ghana seized 
power. Nkrumah found asylum in Guinea, where he spent the remainder of his life.  



African Profile: Jomo Kenyatta 

Jomo Kenyatta, African statesman and nationalist, the 1st  president (1964–78) of Kenya. 

Entrance into full-time politics 

During the 1930s Kenyatta briefly joined the Communist Party, met other black nationalists and 
writers. Kenyatta helped organize the fifth Pan-African Congress, which met in Manchester, 
England, on October 15–18, 1945, with W.E.B. Du Bois of the United States in the chair; 
Kwame Nkrumah, the future leader of Ghana, was also present. Resolutions were passed and 
plans discussed for mass nationalist movements to demand independence from colonial rule. 

Return to Kenya 

Kenyatta returned to Kenya in September 1946 to take up leadership of the newly formed Kenya 
African Union. Kenyatta organized a nationalist party but had to produce results in return for the 
allegiance of his followers. A crisis occurred with the Mau Mau rebellion of 1952, which was 
directed against the presence of European settlers in Kenya and their ownership of land. In 
October 1952, Kenyatta was arrested on charges of having directed the Mau Mau movement. 
Despite British efforts to portray Kenyatta as a criminal it received worldwide publicity as a 
political matter. In April 1953 Kenyatta was sentenced to a 7-year imprisonment for “managing 
the Mau Mau terrorist organization.” He denied the charge then and afterward, maintaining that 
the Kenya African Union’s political activities were not associated with Mau Mau violence. 

Kenyatta was released in August 1961, and, at the London Conference in 1962, he negotiated the 
terms leading to Kenya’s independence. Kenya celebrated its independence on December 12, 
1963, with Kenyatta as prime minister. A year later Kenya became a one-party republic. At the 
same time, Kenyatta became the first president of Kenya under a new constitutional amendment. 
He headed a strong central government, and successive constitutional amendments increased his 
authority, giving him, for instance, the power to arrest political opponents and detain them 
without trial if he considered them dangerous to public order—a power he used effectively 
though infrequently. To envision any tribally based opposition, Kenyatta consistently appointed 
members of different ethnic groups to his government, though he relied most heavily on his 
fellow Kikuyu. In general, Kenya enjoyed remarkable political stability under Kenyatta’s rule. 

Kenyatta early on rejected socialist calls for the nationalization of property and instead preached 
a doctrine of personal and entrepreneurial effort.  He encouraged foreign investment from 
Western countries. Largely as a result of his policies, Kenya’s gross national product grew from 
1971 to 1981, and its rate of economic growth was among the highest on the continent in the first 
two decades after independence. But though economic growth benefited large numbers of 
people, it also led to tremendous disparities of wealth, much of which was in the hands of 
Kenyatta’s family and close associates. This concentration of wealth, along with an extremely 
high rate of population growth, meant that most Kenyans did not realize a correspondingly large 
increase in their living standards under Kenyatta’s leadership. Kenyatta made Kenya the most 
stable black African country and one of the most economically dynamic. After his death at in 
1978, Kenyatta was succeeded by Daniel arap Moi, who continued most of his policies. 



	  	  

	  



	  	  

	  



	  


