
 
1. How were books created before the printing press and how long did it take? How was this changed by the printing 

press? 
 
 
 
 

2. Which areas in the world contributed technologies to Gutenberg’s printing press? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Since the printing press made books easier, cheaper, and quicker to produce, what impact do you think this will 
have on European society? Think of as many examples as you can. 

 
 
 
 
 

4. How was the invention of the printing press similar to the invention of the Internet?  
 
 
 
 
 



Name	  _________________________________________________________	  	  	  Date	  ______________	  	  	  Period	  _______	  	  	  Class	  __________	  
	  
Quaestio:	  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
	  

Martin Luther and The Printing Press  

Causes: The Bible & Printing 
� In the Middle Ages, people relied on the ______________________	  to learn the teachings of the Bible 
� The invention and spread of printing increased ______________________	  and lay people’s access to 

______________________ 
� Some felt that the Church had strayed from Biblical teachings, especially in the case of 

_________________________________ 
 

Causes: Indulgences 
� Indulgences = letters from the Church pardoning sins à less time in ______________________ (place 

between heaven and hell where believers were temporarily punished until cleansed of sins) 
� Originally only for great deeds like pilgrimages or ______________________ 
� By 1400s, indulgences commonly sold for ______________________	  to fund church projects 
� 1517- German Priest Johann ______________________	  aggressively marketed indulgences in 

____________________________, even for dead relatives! 
 

Martin Luther & the 95 Theses 
� Martin ______________________was a German Catholic Monk from Wittenberg who believed that selling 

indulgences was wrong 
� Luther wrote the ______________________, arguments against indulgences and ______________________in the 

Church, and ______________________them to the door of the Wittenberg Church 
� 95 Theses and his other writings ______________________	  all throughout Europe due to the 

______________________	  press and became very popular 
 

The Protestant Reformation 
� Luther taught that ______________________	  was not based on good works, sacraments, or indulgences, but 

that ____________________________________	  could get you into Heaven 
� The Pope ______________________________________	  him, condemned his writings, but Luther rejected the 

Pope’s authority and ____________________	  from the Church, and his movement continued to grow 
� What started as a movement to ______________________	  the Catholic Church became a new Christian 

religious movement called ___________________________, which came to dominate much of Northern Europe 
 


