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Migration: Partition of India and Pakistan 
Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow in the space provided. 
 
Document 7 

Partition 
…Gandhi’s beliefs were based, in part, on ancient Hindu ideals. This may have added to the hatred and 
suspicion that had always existed between Hindus and Muslims. The Muslims were afraid that they would have 
no power in the new India. Although the Hindu leaders, including Gandhi, tried to reassure the Muslims, no 
agreement could be reached. The country was finally divided into two parts—the independent Muslim state of 
Pakistan and a predominately Hindu state—the Democratic Republic of India…  

Source: Jean Bothwell, The First Book of India, Franklin Watts  
 

1. According to Jean Bothwell, what was one cause of the migration of Muslims and Hindus? 
 
 
 
 
 
Document 2 

History’s Greatest Migration 
4,000,000 People Cross the Punjab to Seek New Homes 

 

The mass migration and exchange of populations in the Punjab—Moslems moving west into Pakistan and 
Hindus and Sikhs trekking east into India—have now reached a scale unprecedented in history. Accurate 
statistics are impossible to obtain, but it is reasonable to estimate that no fewer than four million people are now 
on the move both ways.  
 

What this means in terms of human misery and hardship can be neither imagined nor described. Within the past 
few weeks the conditions over a wide area of Northern India, including the whole of the Indus Valley and part 
of the Gangetic Plain, have deteriorated steadily. It is no exaggeration to say that throughout the North-west 
Frontier Provinces, in the West Punjab, the East Punjab, and the Western part of the United Provinces the 
minority communities live in a state of insecurity often amounting to panic.  
 

Farther afield in the eastern parts of the United Provinces and to a less extent in Bihar and Bengal, much tension 
and friction prevail but there has hitherto been little movement of population… 

Source: Duane Damon, “From Genghis to Kublai,” Calliope, A Cobblestone Publication 
 

2. Based on this article in the Guardian, state two ways the region of South Asia was affected by the mass 
migration of people in 1947  

a.  
 
 
 
   
 

b.  
 
 
 



Document 3 
…And there were many [examples where untouchables were invisible during the partition]. In January 1948, 
two social workers, Sushila Nayyar and Anis Kidwai, went to visit Tihar village on the outskirts of Delhi. They 
had heard that a rich Hindu from Pakistan had left behind huge properties when he had moved, and had 
therefore, like many people, effected an exchange of property with a rich Muslim in Tihar to whom the land 
belonged. Each took the other’s property. But neither was obliged to carry on with the other’s business. The 
Hindu, therefore, threw out all previously employed workers from his newly acquired piece of property. Most 
of these were Muslims, but about a third were Harijans [untouchables]. The Muslims made their way to one or 
the other of the two Muslim camps that had been set up in the city. But for the Harijans, displaced in a war that 
was basically centred around Hindu and Muslim identities, there was nowhere to go. No camps to help them 
tide over the difficult time. No recourse to government— all too preoccupied at the moment with looking after 
the interests of Muslims and Hindus, no help from political leaders whose priorities were different at the time… 

Source: Urvashi Butalia, The Other Side of Silence, Duke University Press, 2000  
 

3. According to Urvashi Butalia, what was one impact the migration of Muslims and Hindus had on South 
Asia? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: Use information from the documents, the documentary, and the 
textbook to answer the following questions. 

• Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the migration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Discuss an impact the migration had on the country or region from which the group left and/or an impact 
the migration had on the new destination 


