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Document 7
This passage recounts Teeda Butt Mam’s experience in April, 1975 when Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge took
over Phnom Penh, the capital city of Cambodia.

Source: Criddle and Mam, To Destroy You Is No Loss: The Odyssey of a Cambodian Family, Anchor Books, 1989

7 According to Teeda Butt Mam, what was one action the Khmer Rouge took to control the people of Phnom
Penh?   [1]

Score

Khmer Rouge soldiers were on the streets when I awakened before dawn. Four- to six-man
patrols moved through the avenues and alleys of Phnom Penh evicting everyone from homes,
shops, and shelters. No delays were permitted. No requests allowed. Troublemakers were
killed on the spot. Often, animals were slaughtered to intimidate owners.

Already, on this second day of evacuation, orphanages and monasteries, hotels and
hospitals, stood empty. Within hours of the takeover, people staying in these places had been
driven from the city at gunpoint. Doctors and staff were killed if they resisted expulsion.
Hospital patients too weak to walk were shot in their beds. Others, carrying still-attached
plasma bottles, hobbled from the wards. Hospital beds, filled with the sick and dying, were
pushed through the streets by relatives and friends.…
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Document 8a
Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge government, referred to as Angka, attempted to create an agrarian society. It
established collective farms throughout Cambodia. This passage reflects the experiences of Sopheap K. Hang
during this time period.

Source: Sopheap K. Hang, “Memoir of a Child’s Nightmare,” Children of Cambodia’s Killing Fields,
Yale University Press, 1997

8a According to Sopheap K. Hang, what was one action taken by Angka, Pol Pot’s government, to control 
the Cambodian people?   [1]

Score

… When the registration of the remaining people was over, a leader of Angka [Khmer Rouge]
showed up. He stood before the people holding a microphone in one hand. He gathered 
the new people [primarily city people] to listen to his speech. “I am the new leader of
Cambodia. From now on you have to address the new government as Angka. There are no
homes for you to return to. You have to work as a group from now on. No one can own
property. Everything you own belongs to Angka [the government]. No more city lifestyle.
Everyone has to dress in black uniforms.” My mother looked at my father with concern. “No
one can question Angka,” he said. “If you have courage to question Angka, you will be taken
to the reeducation learning institution.” That meant we would be executed. Everyone,
including my parents, was numb. We could not think. Our bodies were shaking and our minds
were paralyzed by the imposing speech of Angka.…



Document 8b

8b Based on this illustration by Sitha Sao, state one way the actions of Pol Pot’s government affected 
the people.   [1]

Score

Khmer Rouge soldiers wielding their authority

Source: Sitha Sao, illustrator, in Usha Welaratna, Beyond the Killing Fields:
Voices of Nine Cambodian Survivors in America, Stanford University Press, 1993 (adapted)
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Document 9a

Source: Ben Kiernan, The Pol Pot Regime, Yale University Press, 1996 (adapted)

Document 9b

Source: Ben Kiernan, The Pol Pot Regime, Yale University Press, 1996 (adapted)

9 According to Ben Kiernan, what was one way the actions of Pol Pot’s government affected the people of
Cambodia?   [1]

Score

… I initially estimated the DK [Democratic Kampuchea] death toll at around 1.5 million
people. This estimate was based on my own detailed interviews with 500 Cambodian
survivors, including 100 refugees in France in 1979 and nearly 400 inside Cambodia in 1980.
It was also supported by a survey carried out among a different sample, the refugees on 
the Thai-Cambodian border. In early 1980, Milton Osborne interviewed 100 Khmer refugees
in eight different camps. This group included 59 refugees of non-elite background: 42 former
farmers and fishermen and 17 former low-level urban workers. Twenty-seven of these people,
and 13 of the other 41 interviewees, had had close family members executed in the Pol Pot
period. The 100 refugees reported a total of 88 killings of their nuclear family members. 20 of
the interviewees (14 of them from the non-elite group) also reported losing forty nuclear
family members to starvation and disease during the Pol Pot period. This sample of 100 families
(around 500 people) thus lost 128 members, or about 25 percent. Projected nationally, this
points to a toll of around 1.5 million. The 39 farmers had lost 25 (of, say, 195) family members,
suggesting a toll of 13 percent among the Cambodian peasantry.…

Approximate Death Tolls in Democratic Kampuchea [Cambodia], 1975–1979

1975 Number who Percent who
Population perished perished

Total Cambodia 7,890,000 1,671,000 21


