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Post-Colonial Problems in Southeast Asia 

Post-Colonial Theory 
� Colonialism: The _____________________________	  expansion of Europe into the rest of the world during the 

last four hundred years in which a dominant center controlled and influenced its _________________________. 
� This relationship tended to extend to social, _________________________, ___________________________, political, 

and cultural exchanges often with a hierarchical European settler class and native, educated 
_________________________________	  forming layers between the European "mother" nation and the various 
indigenous peoples who were controlled. 

� Such a system carried within it inherent notions of racial _____________________________	  and exotic 
_____________________________. 

� Post-Colonialism: Broadly a study of the effects of colonialism on cultures and societies. It is 
concerned with both how European nations conquered and controlled "_____________________________" 
cultures and how these groups have since responded to and _____________________________	  those 
encroachments. 

� Post-colonialism, as both a body of theory and a study of political and cultural change, has gone and 
continues to go through three broad stages: 

� an initial awareness of the social, psychological, and cultural inferiority enforced by being in a 
_____________________________	  state 

� the struggle for ethnic, cultural, and political _____________________________ 
� a growing _____________________________	  of cultural overlap and hybridity 

 

Cold War Politics in SEA 
� US transferred power to an independent (but _____________________________) government in the Philippines 

in 1946, while maintaining economic, security, and political _____________________________ 
� US encouraged European allies to do the same, and Britain followed, with India and Pakistan gaining 

independence in ___________________	  along with other Asian colonies 
� France and the Netherlands were determined to hold onto their colonial possessions of French 

_____________________________	  and Dutch _____________________________ 
� While originally neutral, America feared the influence of Communist China in Asia, supporting the 

_________________________	  against the __________________________	  anti-colonial forces in Vietnam while 
supporting the _________________________________	  anti-colonial movement in _____________________________	  
against the Dutch 

� American involvement in Vietnam eventually became the Vietnam War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Actually, what US and UK analysts feared most was neither Soviet behavior per se nor the hostile intentions 
that might underlie such behavior, nor where they unduly concerned about Soviet military capabilities, at least 
not in the short run. Top American and British military experts judged the Soviet Union too weak to risk war 
against the United States. They considered a red army attack on Western Europe in particular as highly 
improbable. What induced apprehension among American and British policymakers was rather the prospect that 
the Soviet Union might capitalize on, and benefit from, the socioeconomic distress and accompanying political 
upheavals that continue to mark the postwar world. Those conditions had abetted the rise of the left worldwide, 
a phenomenon most disturbingly reflected in the growing popularity of communist parties in Western Europe, 
but also manifested in the surge of revolutionary anti-colonial and radical nationalist movement across the Third 
World. The severe social and economic disruptions of the war made Communism seem an appealing alternative 
too many of the world’s people. Western foreign and defense ministries feared that local communist parties and 
indigenous revolutionary movements what ally with, and defer to, the Soviet Union, a state whose legitimacy 
and prestige had been furnished substantially by its central role in the anti-fascist crusade. The Kremlin, 
consequently, could augment its power and extend its reach without even needing to risk direct military action. 
For US strategists, the frightening shadow of 1940 through 1941 loomed.  Another hostile power, armed again 
with an alien, frightening ideology, might gain control over Eurasia, Thereby tipping the scales of world power 
against the United States, denying it access to important markets and resources, and placing political and 
economic freedom at home in jeopardy. 
Source:	  The	  Cold	  War:	  A	  Very	  Short	  Introduction	  
	  

1. What	  was	  the	  main	  threat	  that	  the	  US	  and	  the	  West	  feared	  from	  the	  Soviet	  Union,	  and	  why?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

2. Why	  did	  Communism	  seem	  appealing	  to	  many	  people,	  especially	  those	  in	  the	  “Third	  World”?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

3. How	  could	  the	  USSR	  increase	  its	  power	  by	  winning	  over	  Third	  World	  countries	  to	  Communism?	  


