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Document 7a

Native Laws Amendment Act, Act No. 54 of 1952, Union of South Africa

Source: Native Laws Amendment Act, Act No. 54 of 1952, Digital Innovation South Africa online (adapted)

7a Under the Union of South Africa Act No. 54 of 1952, what could happen to a native person who was
habitually unemployed?   [1]

Document 7b

Natives (Abolition of Passes and Coordination of Documents) Act,
Act No. 67 of 1952, Union of South Africa

Source: Leslie Rubin and Neville Rubin, This is Apartheid, Christian Action, London (adapted)

7b Under the Union of South Africa Act No. 67 of 1952, what penalty could be given to a sixteen-year-old or
older African black if he failed to produce his reference book?   [1]

Score

. . . Any policeman may at any time call upon an African [black] who has attained the age of
sixteen years to produce his reference [pass] book. If a reference book has been issued to him
but he fails to produce it because it is not in his possession at the time, he commits a criminal
offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding ten pounds or imprisonment for a period not
exceeding one month. . . .

Score

. . . 29 (1) Whenever any authorized officer has reason to believe that any native [black South
African] within an urban area or an area proclaimed in terms of section twenty-three—
(a) is an idle person in that—

(i) he is habitually unemployed and has no sufficient honest means of livelihood. . . 
he [authorized officer] may, without warrant arrest that native or cause him to be arrested and
any European police officer or officer appointed under sub-section (1) of section twenty-two
may thereupon bring such a native before a native commissioner or magistrate who shall
require the native to give a good and satisfactory account of himself. . . .



Document 8
This excerpt is based on Peter Abrahams’s memories and his conversation with his black South African 
boss, Jim.

Source: Peter Abrahams, Tell Freedom: Memories of Africa, Alfred A. Knopf

8 According to Peter Abrahams, what was one way the pass laws affected his boss, Jim?   [1]

Score

. . . When Jim left his Pedi village in the northern Transvaal he had to go to the nearest police
station or Native Affairs Department. There he got a Trek Pass. This permitted him to make
the journey to Johannesburg. On reaching the city he got an Identification Pass and a Six-Day
Special Pass. He paid two shillings each month for the Identification Pass. The Six-Day
Special was his protection while he looked for work. He did not find work during his first six
days in the city. He did not go to the pass office to renew his Six-Day Special. He was picked
up on the eighth day and spent two weeks in jail as a vagrant [person without residence or
work]. That taught him to go to the pass office regularly. . . .
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Document 9

Source: Blauer and Lauré, South Africa, Children’s Press

9a Based on this document, what action did black South Africans take to oppose the pass laws?   [1]

b Based on this document, what was the South African government’s response to the situation in Sharpeville
on March 21, 1960?   [1]

Score

Score

Resistance to white domination was continuous but unsuccessful. The South African police
and the army were called out every time blacks rose up against the apartheid laws that made
their lives so miserable. On March 21, 1960, a group of unarmed blacks made their way to the
police station in Sharpeville (a black township) to hold a peaceful protest against the passbook
laws. No black in South Africa could travel, live, or work without a passbook. This hated
document was the record of a person’s life as defined by the white government. Thousands of
demonstrators left their passbooks at home, expecting to be arrested. They thought this would
show the government’s policy could not continue if it had to arrest thousands. But the peaceful
demonstration was met with gunfire. When it was over, sixty-nine blacks were dead, shot in the
back by the police as they tried to flee when the shooting began. Their deaths sparked a
nationwide protest.


