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Nationalism and Conflict in the Arab World 
Directions:	  Read	  Ch	  31	  Sec	  3-‐4	  in	  the	  HOLT	  TEXTBOOK	  POSTED	  ONLINE	  (not	  your	  regular	  textbook)	  

and	  answer	  the	  following	  questions	  in	  full	  sentences	  on	  loose	  leaf.	  
	  

Nationalism in North Africa and the Middle East 
1. How was the struggle for independence in Algeria different from the struggle for independence 

in Morocco and Tunisia? 
2. How and why did the Algerians use terrorism in their struggle for independence? 
3. Did the French use terrorism in attempting to control over their colony? Explain. 
4. Read the section on Judaism. What are two things you learned about Judaism and Jews that 

you did not know/remember? 
5. Why do the Jews, or more accurately, the Zionist, claim a historical connection to Palestine? 
6. Why do you think the Zionist Jews were so willing to except the partition of Palestine, while the 

Palestinian Arabs were totally opposed to it? Do you think that the Palestinians were being too 
stubborn? Explain. 

7. What were three problems that resulted from the Arab-Israeli War in 1948? 
8. How did Gamal Abdel Nasser come to power in Egypt? 
9. How did the Cold War tensions shape the lead up to and the outcome of the Suez crisis? Give 

two examples (mention the Baghdad Pact). 
 
Conflicts in the Middle East 

1. (We’ll come back to this topic but…) How did Egypt and Israel reach a piece agreement at 
Camp David? Why was this so significant? 

2. What does OPEC stand for, and what do they do? What problems have arisen in the Middle 
East due to the presence of oil there? Give at least two examples. 

3. (You will have to get analytical for this one but…) How do you think the legacy of Western 
imperialism shaped and contributed to the growth of “Islamism”? 

4. How did the West Bank and the Gaza Strip become part of Israel in 1967? What other areas 
did Israel conquer? 

5. How did the OPEC state strike back economically against those who supported Israel in the 
Yom Kippur War? 

6. What is the PLO, and what role did it play? 
7. What was the first Intifada fought over? How did Israel respond? 
8. "Hamas does more harm than good for the Palestinian cause." Do you agree or disagree with 

this statement? Explain. 
9. Read the section on Islam. What are two things you learned about Islam and Muslims that you 

did not know/remember? 
10. Describe the historical circumstances that lead to the conflict between Iraq and the United 

States in the Gulf War. How did it start and why did the US get involved? 
11. Why did the United States go to war with Iraq in 2003? What role did the September 11 attacks 

play in motivating this war? 
12. What problems did the United States face in Iraq following the downfall of Saddam Hussein? 

Do you think the war was a mistake?	  


