#His1TORY -—N ACT OF Si/ENCiNG

PHILOSOPHER AND HISTORIAN MICHEL-ROLPH TROUILLOT /
SAYS THAT HISTORY IS AN ACT OF SILENCING, IN WHICH
THOSE WITHOUT POWER ARE SILENCED AND THOSE WITH
POWER ARE ABLE TO SPEAK.

THE SILENCING TAKES PLACE IN FOUR STAGES:
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SECOND, ONLY SOME THIRD, ONLY SOME ARCHIVED

DOCUMENTS EVER MAKE IT MATERIAL 1S EVER TURNED INTO

TO BE ARCHIVED. OTHERS HISTORIES BY HISTORIANS WHO

ARE LOST TO DECAY OR g DECIDE WHAT IS IMPORTANT

CONSIGNED TO THE TRASH. ENOUGH TO WRITE ABOUT, AND
WHAT ISN'T.

FIRST, ONLY SOME PERSPECTIVES ON THE PAST ARE
EVER RECORDED AS DOCUMENTS. OTHERS--THE
PERSPECTIVES OF THE POOR, THE POWERLESS, THE
ILLITERATE-—ARE NEVER HEARD.

FINALLY, ONLY SOME HISTORIES ARE CHOSEN BY THE POWERFUL TO
BE IN THE CANON, THE LIST OF GREAT BOOKS AND IMPORTANT
TOPICS THAT ARE WIDELY READ.

Source: Abina and the Important Men: a Graphic History, Trevor R Getz and Liz Clarke

Respond to the following questions based on your reflections on the graphic history excerpt above.
1. Why do you think History is being described as “an act of silencing?” What is meant by this description, and do you think it is a
fair judgment of History? Explain.

2. If “History” is not “The Past,” then what is it?

3. If only very few things from the Past make it into History, what kind of people or events do you think are most likely to make the
cut?



