
	

Philosopher and historian Michel-Rolph Trouillot 
says that history is an act of silencing, in which 
those without power are silenced and those with 
power are able to speak. 

The silencing takes place in four stages: 

First, only some perspectives on the past are 
ever recorded as documents. Others——the 
perspectives of the poor,  the powerless, the 
illiterate——are never heard.  

Second, only some 
documents ever make it 
to be archived. Others 
are lost to decay or 
consigned to the trash. 

Third, only some archived 
material is ever turned into 
histories by historians who 
decide what is important 
enough to write about, and 
what isn’t. 

Finally, only some histories are chosen by the powerful to 
be in the canon, the list of great books and important 
topics that are widely read.  

Source: Abina and the Important Men: a Graphic History, Trevor R Getz and Liz Clarke 
 

Respond to the following questions based on your reflections on the graphic history excerpt above. 
1. Why do you think History is being described as “an act of silencing?” What is meant by this description, and do you think it is a 

fair judgment of History? Explain. 
 
 
 

2. If “History” is not “The Past,” then what is it? 
 
 
 

3. If only very few things from the Past make it into History, what kind of people or events do you think are most likely to make the 
cut? 
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