
In 1095, Pope Urban II called on the Christian knights of Western Europe to fight 
in a Crusade to reclaim the Holy Land, the land where Jesus walked, from the 
Muslim Turks who ruled it. Yet the Muslims too saw this land as holy, and it had 
been ruled by different Muslim rulers already for centuries. Yet while religion 
played a major role, there were more factors involved. Western Europe was far 
less developed than the Middle East, and there was a lot of violence, leading 
many people to feel unsafe in their homeland. Many saw the Crusades as an 
opportunity to start a new life in a new land. 
 
 
In 1948, the State of Israel was founded in a state of turmoil. While the land of 
Palestine had been the homeland of the Jews during ancient times, the people 
who had lived there for the last two thousand years were Arab Palestinians. The 
Palestinians, as well as other Arabs, saw the European Jews coming to their land 
as foreign invaders, while the Jews saw it as a return to their ancient home. 
However, one of the biggest factors pushing Jews to move to Palestine was the 
danger they faced in Europe. During the 1930s and 1940s, the Nazis carried out 
the Holocaust against Europe’s Jewish population. Israel represented a chance 
for a new life in a land they could call their own.  
 
 
Mansa Musa was the richest man that ever lived. He was the King of Mali, a 
West African Kingdom built on the gold and salt trade. Mali had vast natural 
reserves of gold, which they used to trade for salt with the people in the Sahara 
desert to the North. This trade led to cultural exchange, with Islam spreading 
from North to West Africa. Mansa Musa famously made the Hajj pilgrimage to the 
city of Mecca, and brought back scholars and merchants to further develop his 
homeland. 
 
 
Saudi Arabia was not always a wealthy nation. In fact, this vast desert country 
was once one of the poorest in the Middle East. It was not until the early 20th 
century, went oil was discovered in vast quantities, that the Saudi kingdom 
became so rich and so powerful. While many criticize the country for the way it 
uses its wealth, the money has proved very important for maintaining an 
important religious site. The city of Mecca, which is in Saudi Arabia, is the focal 
point of the Hajj pilgrimage, a journey that all Muslims are required to take once 
in their life. As the world population grows, so do the numbers of visitors that 
come every year, so the Saudis are lucky that oil gave them the money needed 
to continue expanding Mecca over the years.  
 



 
In 2011, the wave of protest revolutions, known as the Arab Spring, swept the art 
world. Many dictators who had long been in power for toppled in the hope of 
being replaced by democratic. One dictator, President Bashar Al Assad of Syria, 
did not want this to happen to him. When protests began in his country, he 
cracked down hard, firing live bullets into the crowds. These actions sparked 
what is now a five-year long civil war that has left thousands and thousands dead 
and millions displaced, resulting in the largest refugee crisis since WWII. And yet, 
Assad is still in power today. 
 
 
Niccolo Machiavelli was a former government official in the city of Florence, Italy 
in the 14th century when the Medici family came to rule his city. From his many 
years in politics, he felt he had learned a lot about how to be a successful ruler, 
so he wrote a book called The Prince, which gave instructions on how to rule. His 
main focus was on rulers maintaining power, and often encouraged rulers to take 
immoral actions to keep control, crushing rebellions, enforcing laws, and favoring 
fear over love from the ruler’s subjects. His book continues to be read today by 
leaders, businessmen, and high school teachers. 
 

One group of people exploits another group of people for their labor to produce 
things they use and consume on a regular basis. While most people recognize 
the nature of the arrangement and acknowledge the inherent unfairness, they 
nevertheless accept it, considering it the way things are. Some people even 
suggest that those who are being exploited for their labor are really better off in 
these conditions, and if this exploitative arrangement were to end, those who are 
exploited would be left helpless. Those who benefit from the exploitation are for 
the most part unwilling to sacrifice the ease with which they obtain everyday 
products, even if it meant it could end the exploitation. 
 
 
Between the 16th and 19th centuries, the African slave trade, conducted by 
several European countries, took millions of people from their homelands in 
Africa to work in brutal forced labor in different parts of the world. African slaves 
worked mainly in the colonies, from the Caribbean to Brazil to the United States. 
Amazingly, most whites living at this time accepted slavery as a necessary part 
of life. Even those that felt bad for slaves did not want to end slavery, because 
without slavery, they would not be able to have the products of slavery, such as 
sugar, coffee, and other common items. It was also a common belief that 
Africans were inferior to whites, and even less human, which made it easier for 
people to accept this brutal arrangement in which they were treated like animals. 


