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AP WORLD Interim Assessment I  
 
Your AP World IA #1 will take place this Wednesday, 10/26/16. The test will consist of only multiple choice 
questions. The test will cover material you have studied since the very beginning of the school year, 
encompassing content from Chapters 1-6 in your textbook. Anything we have covered in class or in the text is 
fair game. However, I have created some questions, listed below, to help you to review and study. YOU DO 
NOT need to complete these questions as a homework assignment. As AP students, I have high expectations of 
you all, and I am therefore trusting that you will be studying diligently for your exam. These questions do not 
reflect everything that you are responsible for knowing, but are merely a sampling of major concepts we have 
discussed to help you practice. If you are having trouble with any of these questions, then you are very likely to 
also have trouble on the test, so make sure you go back to your Cornell notes, class materials, and textbook as 
needed to study and prepare. If you have any questions, email me at pcasey@maspethhighschool.org. 
 

• Where did humans originate? 
• How did humans live during the Paleolithic Age, BEFORE the Neolithic Revolution and the birth of 

farming, and what early techniques and technologies helped them to live this way? 
• When did they expand out of Africa and where did they go? 
• What impact did the development of agriculture, and the ability to produce agricultural surplus, have on 

human populations? (BOTH positive AND negative!) 
• What exactly does domestication mean, and where were plants and animals first domesticated? Did it 

only occur in a specific region or continent or was it widespread? 
• What natural conditions and human actions were necessary to make agricultural surplus possible? 
• How does surplus lead to specialization of labor, and how does specialization of labor lead to social 

stratification and patriarchy? 
• Why were farmers important to society, and how were they viewed and treated in stratified societies? 
• When and where was writing first invented, AND what was the primary purpose of writing, at least at 

the very beginning? 
• What were the common features of religion in most Mesopotamian civilizations (Sumerians, Akkadians, 

Babylonians, Assyrians) 
• How did the Code of Hammurabi reflect social stratification and patriarchy? 
• What factors made it possible for the Assyrians to conquer massive amounts of territory? (You should 

know a few) 
• In what ways were the Israelites impacted, positively or negatively, by neighboring powers? (Egyptians, 

Assyrians, Neo-Babylonians, Persians) 
• In what ways did the Olmecs contribute to the development of the Maya Civilization? 
• What factors led to the collapse and decline of the Easter Island civilization? 


