
AP	Multiple	Choice	Practice:	Unit	1	Content	
Directions:	In	order	to	strengthen	your	skills	at	answering	AP-style	multiple	choice	questions,	read	and	ananlyze	
the	documents	below	and	carefully	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	For	each	question,	write	an	explanation	of	

why	you	chose	your	answer	and	how	you	knew	it	was	right.	All	writing	should	be	done	on	loose	leaf.	

Questions 1 to 4 refer to the excerpt below about the neolithic village Çatal 
Hüyük. 
 

The basis for the spectacular development of the Neolithic at Çatal Hüyük was evidently laid 
by efficiently organized food production and conservation. That the Neolithic people of this 
site had successfully established their “Neolithic Revolution” which meant freedom from 
hunger, is proved by abundant evidence. In fact, few other sites have preserved such an 
abundance and variety of foodstuffs and from the sheer size of the yet uninvestigated 
aceramic Neolithic mound it is reasonable to conjecture that the same sort of conditions which 
we find from c. 6500 (Level X) onwards had prevailed for at least a millennium before, if not 
considerably longer. 

—From James Mellaart’s Çatal Hüyük, A Neolithic Town in Anatolia. McGraw-Hill, 1967. 

 
1. The developments described in the excerpt were most directly the result of which of the 
following? 
(A) The fierce competition for subsistence between groups of hunter-gatherers 
(B) The growth of interregional trade and market networks 
(C) The emergence of tools and technology necessary for cultivation 
(D) The unfavorable environmental changes due to a shifting global climate 
 
2. A historian wishing to argue the historical significance of the “Neolithic Revolution” 
referred to in the excerpt would most likely use which of the following developments as 
supporting evidence? 
(A) Emergence of villages as centers for social organization 
(B) Growing matriarchal influence among cultivator societies 
(C) Worship of fertility deities connected with the cycles of nature 
(D) Moderate amounts of global population growth 
 
3. Social changes connected to the events described in the excerpt led most directly to which 
of the following? 
(A) Limited social distinctions between individuals 
(B) Craft industries through labor specialization 
(C) Only localized development of agricultural societies 
(D) Increased militarization in urban areas 
 
4. One direct long-term effect of early forms of urbanization was 
(A) localized power in the hands of larger groups of people. 
(B) declines in private property ownership. 
(C) changes in the nature of gender roles. 
(D) limited influence of cities over larger regional populations. 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions 5 to 7 refer to the excerpt below from an “Egyptian obituary,” or 
Inscription of Amenemhet (Ameni), 12th Dynasty Egypt, c. 1900s B.C.E. 

First Expedition 
I followed my lord when he sailed southward to overthrow his enemies among the four 
barbarians. I sailed southward, as the song of a count, wearer of the royal seal, and 
commander in chief of the troops of the Oryx nome, as a man represents his old father, 
according to [his] favor in the palace and his love in the court. I passed Kush, sailing 
southward, I advanced the boundary of the land, I brought all gifts; my praise, it reached 
heaven. Then his majesty returned in safety, having overthrown his enemies in Kush the vile. I 
returned, following him, with ready face. There was no loss among my soldiers. 

Second Expedition 
I sailed southward, to bring gold ore for the majesty of the King of Upper and Lower Egypt, 
Kheperkere (Sesostris I), living forever and ever. I sailed southward together with the 
hereditary prince, count, oldest son of the king, of his body, Ameni. I sailed southward, with a 
number, 400 of all the choicest of my troops, who returned in safety, having suffered no loss. 
I brought the gold exacted of me; I was praised for it in the palace, the king's-son praised god 
for me.  

—From James Henry Breasted’s Ancient Records of Egypt. Vol. 1. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1906. 

 
5. The interactions presented in the text best offer evidence of which of the following 
developments? 
(A) Egypt as a series of small kingdoms ruled through local authority 
(B) Egypt as a land beset by foreign invasions 
(C) Egypt as an imperialistic nation seeking to extend its territory 
(D) Egypt as a centralized state ruled by a powerful king  
 
6. The authority of Egyptian rulers, based on the context of the excerpt, was most likely 
connected to 
(A) ancient tribal allegiances and loyalties. 
(B) concepts of god-like divinity. 
(C) powerful classes of noble elites. 
(D) knowledge of military tactics. 
 
7. The ongoing conflicts between Egypt and Nubia or Kush, as described in the excerpt, best 
reflects a relationship based on which of the following?  
(A) Intertwined political and commercial interests 
(B) Extremely different cultural traditions 
(C) Environmental and geographic conditions of a similar nature 
(D) Differing levels of military technological development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions 8 to 10 refer to the excerpt below from the Code of Hammurabi, 
Babylonian, c. 1780 B.C.E. 

CODE OF LAWS  

1. If any one ensnare another, putting a ban upon him, but he can not prove it, then he that 
ensnared him shall be put to death.  

2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the river and leap into 
the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take possession of his house. But if the river 
prove that the accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the 
accusation shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of 
the house that had belonged to his accuser.  

3. If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he 
has charged, he shall, if it be a capital offense charged, be put to death.  

4. If he satisfy the elders to impose a fine of grain or money, he shall receive the fine that the 
action produces.  

5. If a judge try a case, reach a decision, and present his judgment in writing; if later error 
shall appear in his decision, and it be through his own fault, then he shall pay twelve times the 
fine set by him in the case, and he shall be publicly removed from the judge's bench, and never 
again shall he sit there to render judgement. 

—Translated by L. W. King, 1915. Text courtesy of The Avalon Project at Yale Law School. 
 

8. The code of laws, described in the excerpt, best represents Hammurabi’s attempts to 
(A) control rebellions within Mesopotamian city-states. 
(B) strengthen already existing ancient laws. 
(C) discourage cultural unity among conquered populations. 
(D) centralize and consolidate imperial authority. 
 
9. Based on your knowledge of world history, which of the following least influenced the 
development of Hammurabi’s laws? 
(A) Social standing and wealth 
(B) Principles of retaliation 
(C) Systems of tax regulation 
(D) Moral standards of behavior 
 
10. A historian wishing to argue against the validity of the actual application of Hammurabi’s 
laws would most likely use which of the following as evidence to support his conclusion? 
(A) The lack of legal unity from city to city 
(B) The relative decision-making autonomy of local judges 
(C) The empires’ inability to protect against foreign invaders 
(D) The absence of formal written records of legal transactions 
	


