BELIEFS & PRACTICES The most obvious change to the culture and society of Arabia caused by the
introduction of Islam was the introduction of new religious beliefs and practices.
“In the name of God, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially
Merciful. All praise is due to God, Lord of the worlds - The
Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful, Ruler of the Day of
Judgment. It is You we worship and You we ask for help. Guide us
to the straight path - The path of those whom You have favored,
not of those who have earned anger or of those who are astray.”
Source: Quran 1:1-7 (recited daily in prayer)
Islam has been built on five things: testifying that there is no god
worthy of worship except God and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of God, establishing the salah (prayer), paying the
zakah (yearly charity), making the Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House
(Kaaba), and fasting in Ramadan.”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, from Sahih Bukhari Hadith Collection, narrated by Abdullah ibn Umar

REJECTION OF POLYTHEISM Coming into a society that was built upon
the worship of many gods, the Islamic teaching of monotheism would have been
a dramatic change. This was especially true in Mecca, which had been a center
for polytheistic worship to which pilgrims traveled yearly, bringing a great deal of
trade and wealth to the leaders of the city.
“And yet, instead of [God], they produce for themselves gods that create
nothing, but are themselves created; that have no power to harm or benefit
themselves; and no power over life, death, or resurrection.”
Source: Quran 25:3

TRIBALISM & RACISM In pre-Islamic Arabia, people were divided into
different tribes, and inter-tribal hostility and violence were not uncommon.
People tended to think of their own tribe as superior to others. This attitude
often extended to those who were not Arab, who were viewed as even lower.
“All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a nonArab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no
superiority over a black nor a black has any superiority over white except by
piety and good action.”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, Final Sermon, from Sahih Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim Hadith Collections
“He is not one of us who calls for tribalism, or who fights for tribalism, or
who dies for tribalism.”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, from Abu Dawud Hadith Collection

COMPARISON WITH CHRISTIANITY Although Southern Arabia was mostly polytheistic,
Northern Arabia, especially Syria, was heavily Christian at the time, as was Egypt. In some ways, Islam
aligned with Christian teachings, while in other ways, it showed clear differences.

Christian Texts

Islamic Texts

“Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.”
Source: Gospel According to Matthew, 6:9–13,
New Testament of the Bible

“Say: He is God, One. God, the Eternally SelfSufficient. He does not beget* and was not
begotten*, and there is nothing comparable
to Him.”
Source: Quran 112:1-4 (*beget = to have a child)

“One of the [Jewish] scribes came near and
heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that [Jesus] answered them well, he
asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first
(most important) of all?’ Jesus answered
[quoting the Torah], ‘The first is, “Hear, O
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is One; you
shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.” The second
is this, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” ‘There is no other commandment
greater than these.’”
Source: Gospel According to Matthew, 5:17, New
Testament of the Bible
“For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that all who believe in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.”
Source: Gospel According to John, 3:16–17, New
Testament of the Bible

“O People of the Book! Do not exaggerate in
your religion, and do not say anything about
God except the truth. The Messiah, Jesus, the
son of Mary, is the Messenger of God, and His
Word that He conveyed to Mary, and a Spirit
from Him. So believe in God and His
messengers, and do not say, “Three.” Stop—
it is better for you. God is only one God. Glory
be to Him, He is above having a son.”
Source: Quran 4:171
“Those who believe, and those who are
Jewish, and the Christians, and the Sabeans—
any who believe in God and the Last Day, and
act righteously—will have their reward with
their Lord (in heaven); they have nothing to
fear, nor will they grieve (be sad).”
Source: Quran 2:62
“Whoever truly believes in God and the Last
Day should do good to his neighbor.”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, from Sahih Muslim
Hadith Collection, narrated by Abu Hurayra

STATUS OF WOMEN Before Islam, the status of women in Pagan (Polytheistic) Arab society varied.
Some women were active in religion, trade, or politics, however, as in most societies at the time, most
women had limited rights and were not seen as equal to men. Arab women could not inherit property and
had to obey a male guardian. Among a few tribes, unwanted daughters were sometimes killed at birth by
burying them alive in the desert, viewing them as a shame and a financial burden.
“And when one of them is informed of [the birth of] a female, his face becomes dark (with shame), and
he suppresses grief. He hides himself from the people because of the ill of which he has been informed.

Should he keep it in humiliation or bury it in the ground? Unquestionably, evil is what they decide.”
Source: Quran 16:58-59
“And do not kill your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and for you. Indeed, their killing is
ever a great sin.”
Source: Quran 17:31
“Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing men and believing women, the obedient men
and obedient women, the truthful men and truthful women, the patient men and patient women, the
humble men and humble women, the charitable men and charitable women, the fasting men and fasting
women, the men who guard their private parts and the women who do so, and the men who remember
God often and the women who do so - for them God has prepared forgiveness and a great reward.”
Source: Quran 33:35
“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (avoid staring at women), and to guard
their private parts (avoid sex outside of marriage). That is purer for them. God is
aware of what they do. And tell the believing women to lower their gaze, and to
guard their private parts, and not display their beauty except what is normally
visible, and to draw their headscarves over their chests, and not expose their beauty
except to their husbands, [their near male relatives, women, and young children]…”
Source: Quran 33:35

SOCIAL CLASS The city of Mecca was located along
important trade routes between Syria in the North and Yemen
in the South. Syria was connected to the trade with the
Mediterranean and Europe, while Yemen linked to the Indian
Ocean and the wider trade with Asia. For this reason, some
people in Mecca became quite wealthy, yet most did not. As the
wealth divide grew, there was less and less focus on the needs
of the poor. Slavery was also a common practice at this time.
The Quran did not ban slavery outright but did limit forms of
enslavement and encouraged freeing slaves as an act of charity.
“None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself.”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, from Sahih Bukhari Hadith Collection, narrated by Anas ibn Malik
“…Righteous is he who… gives money, though dear, to near relatives, and orphans, and the needy, and
the homeless, and the beggars, and for the freeing of slaves…
Source: Quran 2:177
“Your slaves are your brothers! God has placed them in your care. So, whose brother is under his care, he
should feed him what he eats and dress him how he dresses. And do not burden them beyond their
capacities; but if you burden them, then help them (by sharing their extra burden).”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, from Sahih Bukhari Hadith Collection
“There are three categories of people against whom I shall myself be a plaintiff on the Day of Judgment.
Of these three, one is he who enslaves a free man, then sells him and consumes this money.”
Source: Prophet Muhammad, from Sahih Bukhari & Ibn Majjah Hadith Collections

