
Name __________________________________________________________           Mr Casey 
Period 5 (903)               AP World History I 
 

Debate Unit 2: The Classical Era 
Tuesday (January 10th) & Wednesday (January 11th) 

 
Debate Structure 

• Moderator introduces the debate 
• Construction (present your argument) 

• Affirmative One- 1:30 
• Negative One- 1:30 
• Affirmative Two- 1:30 
• Negative Two- 1:30 

• Rebuttal (Refuting your opponent) 
• Affirmative One- 0:45 
• Negative One- 0:45 
• Affirmative Two- 0:45 
• Negative Two- 0:45 

• Moderator concludes debate 
 
Debate Groups 

1. Was the collapse of the Roman Empire avoidable? 
a. Affirmative: Kristen Kaufer, Klaudia Truskolaska 
b. Negative: Richard Wu, Liliana Perez 
c. Moderator: Joseph DiGiovanni Jr 

 
2. Would the world have been better off if the Persians had won the Greco-Persian Wars? 

a. Affirmative: Katherine Coello, Natalie Cinnamo 
b. Negative: Kushagra Aryal,  Trisha Dungca 
c. Moderator: Tahsin Hossain 

 
3. Did the expansion and spread of religions during the classical era lead to major changes in their beliefs 

and practices? 
a. Affirmative: Stephanie Goh, Valentina Cuellar Laguna 
b. Negative: Wiktoria Lusinska, Rebekah Tscherne 
c. Moderator: Emma Guzman 

 
4. Was the civilization of Classical China superior to the civilization of Classical India? 

a. Affirmative: Julia Marczewska 
b. Negative: Lubaba Chowdhury 
c. Moderator: Tammy Tse, Tammy Chen 

 
 
Homework for Next Class 

1. Bring in any class material I have given you, such as classwork or homework, that can be used to help 
you in this debate. You will, of course, have access to the textbook in class. I will also be returning work 
that has been handed in and not yet returned. 

2. Find AT LEAST ONE outside source, other than the textbook or class materials, that you can use to help 
you prepare for this debate. You must SEND IT TO ME BY EMAIL before class with “Debate Source” 
in the subject of the email. You are encouraged to print the relevant portions of your outside source to 



bring to class to use in preparation. If do not have the ability to print from home, you can print from my 
classroom by printing from your sent mail. 

3. After reviewing the relevant class materials and your outside source, use the space below to come up 
with three tentative but well-thought-out arguments you could use to support your position. 

 
Debate Question: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Debate Position: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Argument #1: 
 
Explanation: 
 
 
 
Argument #2: 
 
Explanation: 
 
 
 
Argument #3: 
 
Explanation: 
 
 
 
 


