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The Crusades – The Next Generation
Second Crusade
The First Crusade had been launched during a time of disunity and
instability in the Muslim World. Jerusalem itself had shifted hands
from the Fatimids to the Seljuks, and then back the Fatimids again,
before finally being taken by the “Franks.” The lands surrounding
the new Crusader States were separated into independent cities
and states, but a new Seljuk leader named Zengi decided to united
the Muslim lands. He did so by force, waging war against fellow
Muslim leaders, as did his son after him, until they had united all of
Syria under their rule. Within a few years the new Seljuk power began fighting to recapture lands that they had lost
in the First Crusade. In 1144, they took the city of Edessa, the capital of one of the Crusader states. Upon learning
that Edessa had been lost,
European leaders called for a
second Crusade, and the Pope
made an official announcement
launching a Crusade in 1147.
Among the Crusaders were King
Conrad III of Germany, King
Louis VII of France, and his wife,
Eleanor of Aquitaine. However,
unlike the First Crusade, the
Byzantine Emperor had not
requested any help, so when
Crusader knights robbed
Byzantine towns along the way
East for food and supplies, as they had done in the first Crusade, the relations with the Byzantines grew even
worse. As they crossed Asia Minor, they were attacked by the Seljuk Turks, possibly at the advice of the Byzantine
Emperor himself, and most of the knights were killed. The small group of survivors that did reach the Holy Land
went to battle, but were easily defeated by their enemies.
1. Why was the Second Crusade such a failure? Give multiple reasons.

Third Crusade
While the second Crusade was a failure for the Crusaders, it was an enormous
success for the Muslims. The new hostility from the Franks convinced other still
independent Muslim states to join forces with the Seljuks for protection, making
them stronger than ever. About 30 years after the Second Crusade, a new leader
arose in the Muslim world. His name was Salahuddin, but he was known to
Europeans as Saladin. Saladin was a Kurdish Muslim who had become famous as a
great general for the Seljuks. When the leader of Fatimid Egypt died, they Fatimids
asked him to become their new leader. In a stroke of luck for Salahuddin, the ruler
of the Seljuk Turks died soon after, and Salahuddin was able to unite both lands,
taking the title of sultan for himself.

Salahuddin set out to take back the Crusader states. With a stronger and more
united force than before, he succeeded in his conquest and drove European
Christians out of Jerusalem. Shocked and devastated, Christians responded to this
loss by launching the Third Crusade. The three most powerful kings of Europe set
out on the Third Crusade: King Richard the Lion-Hearted of England, King Philip II
Augustus of France, and Emperor Frederick Barbarossa of Germany. Trouble
began almost immediately. While crossing a river, the elderly Frederick drowned,
which broke the spirit of the German knights, many of whom returned home. Back
in Europe, France and England had been in a conflict over certain lands that they
both wanted to control, but they put their differences aside to fight in Crusade.
However, upon reaching the Holy Land, Richard of England and Philip of France
began to argue, and Philip decided to return to France with many of his knights.
Richard alone was left to lead the remaining army.
Richard the Lion-Hearted and Salahuddin had great respect for each other even though they were on opposite
sides of the war. Both were admired as military leaders and also for their honorable behavior. Stories spread about
Salahuddin providing horses for Richard and sending his own doctor when Richard was ill, along with a fruit
basket. The two men also made proposals for peace, including a marriage alliance between Richard’s sister and
Salahuddin’s brother, which never took place because of religious differences. Despite negative views towards
Muslims in general, Salahuddin was even praised in Europe.
Out of his desire to fight for God's cause [Salahuddin] left behind his family, children, country, home and all the
towns under his control. Salahuddin was well-mannered and entertaining… I never saw him insult anyone. He
always stuck to his word and was loyal. No orphan ever came to him without Salahuddin offering to provide the
same amount of care as his father had done. He treated old people kindly…"
Source: Baha' ad-Din Ibn Shaddad, a Muslim writer who lived in the court of Salahuddin
Despite their mutual admiration, Richard and Salahuddin
fought fiercely for control of the Holy Land. After Richard
captured the city of Acre, he took 2,700 Muslim men, women,
and children as prisoners. When negotiations with Salahuddin
did not go as he wanted, Richard killed all the prisoners,
cutting off their heads in front of the Muslim army. Salahuddin
then killed all the Crusaders that he had captured in response.
Although Richard won several battles against the Muslims, he
was not able to drive them out of the Holy Land or to take
Jerusalem. In the end, he had to admit that the Crusade was a
draw and return to England.
2. Why do you think both Muslims and Christians
respected Salahuddin?

3. Some people view Richard as a hero, some as a villain. Which do you think is right? Explain.

