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Revival of Late Medieval Europe 
Directions:	Read	each	selection	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	

	
Document 1- Dante’s Inferno 

In the early 1300s, Italian poet Dante Alighieri wrote The 
Divine Comedy, in which Dante himself goes on an 
imaginary journey to Hell (Inferno), through Purgatory 
(Purgatorio), and into Heaven (Paradiso). The selections 
below come from Inferno, through which he is guided by 
the Roman poet Virgil. The work was written in the 
vernacular language of Italian rather than Latin. 

 
Canto IV: Limbo 
(Edge of Hell, Destination of Good Non-Christians) 

I saw Electra with many companions, among whom I knew both Hector and Aeneas, Caesar in armor… and 
alone, apart, I saw the Saladin. When I raised my brow a little more, I saw the Master of those who know 
(Aristotle), seated amongst the philosophic family… Here I saw both Socrates and Plato… Democritus… 
Diogenes, Anaxagoras, and Thales, Empedocles, Heraclitus, and Zeno; and I saw Avicenna (Ibn Sina)… and 
Averroës (Ibn Rushd), who made the great commentary (on the works of Aristotle). 

Canto XII: The First Ring, The Violent 

“But fix your gaze on the valley, because we near the river of blood, in which those who injure others by 
violence are boiled... Here is Alexander, and fierce Dionysius of Syracuse, who gave Sicily years of pain... 
Divine Justice here torments Attila [the Hun], the scourge of the earth...” 

Canto XXVIII: The Ninth Ring, Those Who Cause Division in Religion 

“[I saw a man,] cleft (split) from the chin down to the part that gives out the foulest sound: the entrails 
(intestines) hung between his legs: the organs appeared, and the miserable gut that makes excrement of what is 
swallowed. While I stood looking wholly at him, he gazed at me, and opened his chest with his hands, saying: 
‘See how I tear myself: see how Mahomet is ripped! In front of me, Ali goes, weeping, his face split from chin 
to scalp, and all the others you see here, were sowers of scandal and schism in their lifetimes: so they are cleft 
(split) like this.” 

Dante’s Inferno 
1. Who	are	some	of	the	people	that	Dante	includes	in	limbo	who	you	recognize?	Why	are	they	there?	

In	other	words,	why	were	they	placed	in	this	particular	part	of	hell?	What	does	it	tell	you	about	
Dante’s	opinion	of	these	individuals?	

	
	
	
	



2. What	do	Alexander	and	Atilla	have	in	common?	How	does	the	way	they	are	being	punished	relate	
to	their	crime?		

	
	
	
	
	

3. Who	are	Mahomet	and	Ali?	Why	would	Dante	include	him	in	Hell	among	those	who	caused	
division	in	religion?	What	does	that	show	about	Dante’s	knowledge	of	Islam?	

	
	
	
	
Document 2- Summa Theologica by Thomas Aquinas 

During the Muslim Golden Age, Muslim scholars had translated the 
writings of Greek philosophers into Arabic. In Muslim Spain, Jewish 
and Muslim scholars translated these works into Latin, which allowed 
Western Europe to rediscover the philosophy of the ancient world. 
These writings influenced many European thinkers, who struggled to 
balance Greek philosophy (which focused on finding knowledge 
through reasoning) with their belief in Christianity (which 
encouraged accepting the truth of Christianity on faith). In this 
excerpt, philosopher Thomas Aquinas responds to those who argue 
that knowledge of God and of right and wrong can be discovered 
through human reason alone. 

“It was necessary for man's salvation (acceptance into heaven) that there 
should be a knowledge revealed by God besides philosophical science 
built up by human reason (thinking, contemplating). Firstly, indeed, 
because... God... surpasses (is beyond) the grasp of [human] reason… 
[So] it was necessary for the salvation of man that certain truths which 
exceed (go beyond) human reason should be made known to him by 

divine revelation (teachings revealed by God through prophets)... It was therefore necessary that besides 
philosophical science built up by reason, there should be a sacred (religious) science learned through 
revelation...” 

Summa Theologica 
4. In	the	early	Middle	Ages,	most	Christians	took	many	ideas	about	religion	on	faith,	and	saw	the	

Church	as	the	only	authority	on	religious	belief.	How	does	Aquinas	show	a	changing	attitude	
toward	religion?	

	
	
	
	

5. Aquinas,	like	many	philosophers	of	his	time,	followed	a	method	called	scholasticism,	using	reason	
to	support	religious	beliefs.	However,	this	idea	had	already	been	developed	in	Muslim	Spain	by	
scholars	like	Muslim	philosopher	Ibn	Rushd	(Averroës)	and	Jewish	rabbi	Maimonides.	This	
exchange	of	ideas	is	an	example	of:	



The Impact of Expanding Trade 

 
 
 
 
 



New Opportunities for Peasants 
 
Frederick: John, is that you? 
John: Frederick! What are you doing in town? It's so good to see you! 
Frederick: Likewise, old friend! My God, how long has it been? Six years? 
John: Just shy of seven actually. 
Frederick: So what have you been doing all these years? The last time I saw you, you were fleeing from our 
Lord's Manor! 
John: Frederick, I just could not take it anymore, living as a serf, bound to 
the land. So I fled, and I came to this town. How it's grown since then! I was 
told that, according to the town charter approved by the king, any person 
residing in this town for one year and a day would be free from serfdom, and 
so I stayed.  
Frederick: But what do you do for work? 
John: I'm an apprentice with the mason’s guild 
Frederick: You’re a what now? 
John: A guild is an organization of workers practicing the same occupation, like bakers, blacksmiths, or in my 
case, stonemasons. An apprenticeship is kind of like a training program. I work every day on building projects 
with the members of my guild. The guild master, who is the most skilled mason among us, has taught me so 
much about stone building construction.  

Frederick: Do they pay you well? 
John: Right now, I work for free, just to learn the skills of my 
trade. But by next year, my apprenticeship will be finished, and I 
will be a journeyman. That means that I am fully trained, and I 
can get a job as a mason. 
Frederick: That is wonderful! I congratulate you on your great 
success. 
John: Thank you, but wait, what are you doing here? Shouldn't 
you be back on the manor working the fields? 
Frederick: Well, things have really loosened up since you left 
all those years ago. I am no longer a serf, bound to the land.  
John: I don't understand. How? 
Frederick: A few years ago, our Lord decided to go on a 
crusade, but he needed money to pay for it, so he allowed us to 
travel to towns to sell our crops and pay him in cash rather than 

labor. At this point, you could call us tenant farmers. We pay the lord for the right to use his land for farming, 
but we no longer belong to the land. Plus, if we work hard and grow extra crops, we can keep some money for 
ourselves. I have a nice savings already. 
John: My, how things have changed! You know, with all that money, you could move into a town yourself. I 
hear there are some men here planning to open a shop, and they are looking for business partners. 
Frederick: John, that sounds like exactly what I’ve been looking for! It looks like you’ve got a new neighbor! 
 
 
	



6. What is a tenant farmer? How is it different from a serf? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What is a guild? 
 
 
 
 

8. How could a person go from being an apprentice to a journeyman, and then to a guild master? 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What new opportunities were available for peasants in the Late Middle Ages? 
 
 
 
 

10. How did the expansion of trade impact Europe politically, socially, and economically? 
a. Politically 

 
 

b. Socially 
 
 

c. Economically 
 
 
 
QUAESTIO: How did the Crusades contribute to the revival of Late Medieval Europe? Give at 
least two specific examples, and explain clearly how they can be tied back to the Crusades. 
	


