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Sultans, Caesars, and Caliphs, OH MY! 
Directions: Examine each of the documents below, annotate where possible, and answer the questions that follow. 

 
DOCUMENT 8A: OTTOMANS MARCH ON

 
DOCUMENT 8B: OTTOMANS MARCH ON 

 
 

1. Based on this illustration and time line, state one way the Ottoman attempted to expand their empire. 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT 9: IMPACT ON THE BALKANS 
...The impact of [Ottoman] Turkish rule upon all sectors of Balkan society was profound. Most of its aristocracy 
were killed though a minority was absorbed into the ruling class when, in keeping with Ottoman practice, the 
sultan took over their lands. In contrast, the peasantry, who worked the land, paid most of the taxes and were 
liable for military service, were treated much better than before. They were protected by the new landlords and 
had their feudal services abolished. Apart from the frontier regions, most of the Balkans were spared that 
cultural and religious destruction usually associated with armies of occupation. Christians, though encouraged 
to convert to Islam, were allowed religious toleration and mixed marriages, and the comparative freedom and 
contentment enjoyed by its people is one of the most important explanations why the Balkans remained under 
Ottoman rule for over 400 years.... 

Source: Geoffrey Woodward, “The Ottomans in Europe,” History Review, March 2001 
 

2. According to Geoffrey Woodward, what were two effects Ottoman rule had on Balkan society? 
a.  

 
 
 

b.  
 
 
 
 
CONTROL OVER 
TRADE 
“The Ottomans stood across the 
major trade routes that connected 
Asia, China, with Europe, and 
Europe dearly loved Asian goods, 
including the spices of the East 
Indies (Southeast Asian Islands). 
But the only way they could get 
those was if the goods passed 
through the Ottoman world.” 
Source: Donald Quataert, 
Binghamton State University, 
New York 
 

3. How did the conquest of 
Constantinople, now 
Istanbul, give the Ottomans 
an economic advantage? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTTOMAN CALIPHATE 
All Ottoman rulers had nicknames… [Sultan] Selim’s is… Grim… He probably got that name because he is the 
Ottoman ruler who turns against the older Islamic states… Up until that time, the people they ruled were 



overwhelmingly Christian. It’s now that, for the first time, a majority of their 
population were Muslim, and of course the conquest of the Holy Cities of Mecca, 
Medina, and Jerusalem for the Ottomans… allowed them to see themselves, and be 
viewed by others, as the leading Islamic dynasty. 
Source: Heath Lowry, Princeton University 
 

4. Based on the document, what factors do you think made it possible for the 
Ottoman Sultans to claim to be the Caliphs of Islam? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MILLET SYSTEM 
In general, the Ottomans governed their diverse subjects with tolerance. At the same time, Non-Muslims had to 
pay heavy taxes and endure restrictions, although they did not have to serve in the military. Muslims did have to 
join the military but they were not taxed. Following Islamic law, the Ottomans allowed religious freedom. They 
required some religious groups, such as Christians and Jews—People of the Book to Muslims—to form millets, 
or religious communities. Each millet could follow its own religious laws and choose its own leaders, who were 
responsible to the sultan. 
Source: Susan Ramirez, et al., “World History: Human Legacy,” Holt 
 

5. Do you think the Ottomans treated religious minorities fairly? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
IT PAYS TO BE TOLERANT 
In	the	sixteenth	century,	[Christian]	Greeks	and	Jews	were	the	leading	financiers	in	Istanbul,	lending	[money]	
to	private	business,	the	Ottoman	government,	and	even	foreign	[leaders].	Many	of	the	Jews	were	from	
[Spanish]	banking	families	who	had	fled	the	troubles	(of	the	Spanish	Inquisition	and	Jewish	
expulsion).	Many	had	great	fortunes;	in	1588	Alvaro	Mendes	brought	85,000	gold	ducats	with	
him	when	he	immigrated	to	the	city.	Via	their	network	of	agents	in	the	leading	European	
centers,	such	bankers	kept	Istanbul,	the	government,	and	international	trade	functioning.	
Source: Michael Dumper, et al., Cities of the Middle East and North Africa: A Historical 
Encyclopedia 

6. How did the Ottoman Empire benefit economically from their policy of religious 
tolerance? 

 
 
 
 
 

7. How do you think the religious intolerance of the Catholic rulers in Spain at the 
same time may have hurt them economically? 

	


