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Protestantism
Protestantism is a branch of Christianity. It developed out of the
Reformation, the 16th-century protest in Europe against beliefs and practices
of the Catholic Church. Three distinct branches of Protestantism emerged at
first. They were Lutheranism, based on the teachings of Martin Luther
in Germany; Calvinism, based on the teachings of John Calvin in Switzerland;
and Anglicanism, which was established by King Henry VIII in England.
Protestantism spread throughout Europe in the 16th century, and later, the
world. As differences in beliefs developed, new denominations formed.

PROTESTANTISM
TODAY
Membership:

• Nearly 400 million

Protestants worldwide

• About 65 million

Protestants in the
United States

Branches:

• More than 465 major

Protestant denominations
worldwide

The Division of Christianity

• Major denominational

families worldwide:
Anglican, Assemblies of
God, Baptist, Methodist,
Lutheran, and Presbyterian

East-West Schism

• More than 250

(1054)

denominations
in the United States

The Reformation

• About 40 denominations

(16th Century)

with more than 400,000
members each in
the United States

Religious Adherents in
the United States:

Religious Beliefs and Practices in the 16th Century
Leadership

Roman
Catholicism
Pope is head of
the Church

Lutheranism
Ministers lead
congregations

Calvinism
Council of
elders govern
each church

Anglicanism
English monarch
is head of the
Church

Salvation

Salvation by faith Salvation by faith God has
Salvation by faith
and good works alone
alone
predetermined
who will be saved

Bible

Church and
Bible tradition
are sources of
revealed truth

Bible is sole
source of
revealed truth

Bible is sole
source of
revealed truth

Bible is sole
source of
revealed truth

Worship
Service

Worship service
based on ritual

Worship service
focused on
preaching and
ritual

Worship service
focused on
preaching

Worship service
based on ritual
and preaching

Believers
interpret the
Bible for
themselves

Believers
interpret the
Bible for
themselves

Believers
interpret the
Bible using
tradition and
reason

Interpretation Priests interpret
Bible and
of Beliefs

Church
teachings for
believers

RESEARCH LINKS For more on Protestantism, go to classzone.com

Roman
Catholic
21%
NonChristian
14%

Protestant
23%
Independent
Christian
28%

Unaffiliated
Christian
14%
Sources: Britannica Book of the Year 2003

1. Comparing Which of the branches
on the chart at left are most different
and which are most similar?

See Skillbuilder Handbook, page R7.
2. Developing Historical Perspective
Do research on Protestantism. Select a
denomination not shown on this page
and write a paragraph tracing its roots
to Reformation Protestantism.
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Nunc Agenda: Examine the charts below and answer the accompanying questions.

Catholicism VS Protestantism
1. Examine the second chart on the back. What were two major ways that Protestant beliefs and
practices (Lutheran & Calvinist) were both similar and yet differed from those of Catholicism?

2. Examine the first chart on the back. Why do you think Portestant Christianity has so many subbranches while Roman Catholicism and Eastern orthodox do not?

3. If Protestant ideas spread in Europe, the places where it gained followers would be outside the
control of the Catholic Church. What group or groups would benefit from the Church losing
power?

4. Do you think the
motivation behind the Protestant
Reformation was more religious
or secular? Explain your position
with examples.

