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Directions:	Examine	the	documents	below	and	answer	the	questions	based	on	those	documents.	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
How	is	the	Aztec	Calendar	different	from	the	one	we	commonly	use	today?	What	functions	did	it	serve?	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

This is an artist’s rendition of the 
inner circle of the Sunstone. In the 
center is the god Tonatiuh.

The four squares that surround 
Tonatiuh are glyphs or symbols of the 
four ages preceding the time of the 
Aztecs: Tiger, Water, Wind, and Rain.

In the ring just outside the symbols 
of the previous ages, 20 segments 
represent the 20 days that made up 
an Aztec month. Each day had its 
own symbol and a god who watched 
over the day. The symbol pointed to 
here is Ocelotl, the jaguar.
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Aztec Sunstone
Originally located in the main ceremonial plaza of
Tenochtitlán, the Aztec calendar stone measures 13
feet in diameter and weighs 24 tons. It was uncovered
in Mexico City in 1790. The Sunstone, as it is called,
contains a wealth of information about the days that
began and ended the Aztec months, the gods
associated with the days, and many other details.

Aztec Gods 
The Aztecs worshiped many different gods. They
were a vital part of the Aztec calendar and daily life.
The Aztecs paid tribute to different gods depending,
in part, on the day, week, month, year, and religious
cycle of the Aztec calendars. The god shown here is
a sun god, Tonatiuh.

The Aztec Calendar
The Aztec system of tracking the days was very intricate.
Archaeologists believe that the Aztec calendar system was derived
from the Maya system. The Aztecs followed two main calendars: a
sacred one with 13 months of 20 days and an agricultural or solar
one with 18 months of 20 days. (Notice that this comes to 360 days.
The Aztecs then had an unlucky five-day period known as
nemontemi, making their solar calendar 365 days long.) Every 52
years, the two calendars would start on the same day, and a great
ceremony of fire marked the occasion.

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Visual Sources
1. Hypothesizing Why do you think the Aztecs put

Tonatiuh, a sun god, in the center of the Sunstone?
Explain your reasons.

2. Comparing and Contrasting How is the Aztec
calendar different from the calendar we use today?
How is it similar?
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Hernan	Cortes,	the	Spanish	conqueror	of	Mexico,	and	Bernal	Diaz	del	Castillo,	one	of	his	
soldiers,	marveled	at	the	developments	of	the	Aztec	Capital	of	Tenochtitlan.	
	
Dream	City	
“When	we	saw	all	those	cities	and	villages	built	in	the	water,	and	other	great	towns	on	dry	land,	and	that	
straight	and	level	causeway	leading	to	[the	city],	we	were	astounded.	These	great	towns	and	[pyramids]	
and	buildings	rising	from	the	water,	all	made	of	stone,	seemed	like	an	enchanted	vision.	.	.	.	Indeed,	some	
of	our	soldiers	asked	whether	it	was	not	all	a	dream.”	
—Bernal	Diaz	Del	Castillo	
	
Amazing	Marketplace	
Day	after	day	60,000	people	congregate	here	to	buy	and	sell.	Every	imaginable	kind	of	merchandise	is	
available	from	all	parts	of	the	Empire,	foodstuffs	and	dress,	.	.	.	gold,	silver,	copper,	.	.	.	precious	stones,	
leather,	bone,	mussels,	coral,	cotton,	feathers.	.	.	.	Everything	is	sold	by	the	piece	or	by	measurement,	
never	by	weight.	In	the	main	market	there	is	a	law	court	in	which	there	are	always	ten	or	twelve	judges	
performing	their	office	and	taking	decisions	on	all	marketing	controversies.	
—Hernan	Cortes	
	
Blood	All	Over	
“All	the	walls	of	that	shrine	were	so	splashed	and	caked	with	blood	that	they	and	the	floor	too	were	black.	
Indeed,	the	whole	place	stank	abominably.”	
—Bernal	Diaz	Del	Castillo	
	
What	similarities	do	the	Aztecs	have	with	the	Maya?	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
How	do	you	think	this	city	compared	with	cities	in	Europe	at	the	time?	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


