
Thematic Essay: Columbus and Luther 

 
 
OK, so… tell me what I need to do. 
You have to do a thematic essay about two people who (1) developed important ideas, (2) put their ideas into 
action, and (3) had a big impact. Along with this sheet, you are getting two organizer sheets. One is for 
Christopher Columbus and the other is for Martin Luther. They have space to draft your body paragraphs. (For 
some classes, you might have already started the Luther one a few weeks ago after debates.) In the grey box 
above the space to write, I explain what needs to go into each paragraph. I also added to the top of both pages, 
AND THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT, the IDEA that each person had. (You’ll notice that both men had ideas 
that turned out differently than they originally planned.) You should spend today in class drafting your 
paragraphs. The essay will be due on Monday, but this is a very straightforward topic, and you guys are pros 
now, so I expect you to get a lot done during class today. If you waste this time, you will only have yourself to 
blame. This is the main time to write. Remember, on the Regents, you only get 45 minutes, so practice now!  
 
Wait, so where are we supposed to get info? And what about intro/conc? 
Don’t worry about intro and conclusion right now. First figure out the body paragraphs, and do the rest after. 
For resources, you should use the textbook and your class materials to help you write (BUT NO QUOTING OR 
PLAGIARIZING!) I have provided you with CLASS SET of relevant worksheets, so use them during class but 
don’t take them with you. I will also post them all online. Additionally, the textbook is very helpful. 
For Columbus: Ch 14 Sec 1 (the rest of the chapter too, but not as much), and all of Ch 15  
For Luther: Ch 13 Sec 3, 4, and 2 for printing, and a little bit Ch 16 Sec 4 if you’re adventurous 
 

That’s basically it. Get as much as possible done today, and do the rest over the course of the week/weekend. 


