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Chapter 1: Before History 
Section 1: The Evolution of Homo Sapiens 

Directions: Read the entirety of the above section, including any additional text selections such as 
“Eyewitness” or “Sources from the Past” and examine all maps, charts, images, and diagrams. As you read 

and learn, complete the questions and tasks below to both demonstrate and preserve what you have learned. 
 

Chapter Focus 
After reading the Chapter Focus, one topic or theme I plan to keep an 
eye out for while reading is: 
 
 
Eyewitness: Lucy and the Archeologists 
 

Ø The famous ____________________ year-old 

Australopithecine fossil "Lucy" was named after the Beatles 

song ____________________________________ 

Ø What did the discovery of “Lucy” reveal about these early 
human-like creatures? 
 
 
 

Ø Examine the image. If all we have are 40% of Lucy's bones, how 
do you think someone was able to create this life-like 
reconstruction? 
 
 
 
 

Evolution of Homo Sapiens 
 

Humans VS Great Apes 
Similarities Differences 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hominids 
Define Hominids (according to the textbook): 
 
 

v Australopithecus – List the unique qualities and new 
developments for this species: 
 
 
 

 

Hominid Hotel  
As you read and answer other questions, 
make a brief note for each hominid you 
encounter with just the key information. 

Check the Chronology Chart at the end of 
this chapter for additional help.	

Name: Homo Sapiens 
Meaning: 
Date Range: 
Fun Fact: 
	
_________________________________________	
Name: Homo Neandertalensis 
Meaning: 
Date Range: 
Fun Fact: 
	
_________________________________________	
Name: Homo Erectus 
Meaning: 
Date Range: 
Fun Fact: 
	
_________________________________________	
Name: Austrolopithecus Afarensis 
Meaning: 
Date Range: 
Fun Fact: 
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v Homo Erectus – List the unique qualities and new developments for this species:  
  
  
 

Ø Explain in simple terms what is meant by the following sentence: 
“Homo erectus individuals did not have the physiological means to 
enunciate the many sounds that are essential for sophisticated 
language” 

 
 
 

 
v Migrations of Homo Erectus – How far on earth did Homo Erectus 

spread? 
 
 
 
 

Homo Sapiens 
What is unique about the structure of the human brain and why was this so 
important? 
 
 

v Language – What traits developed in homo sapiens that made complex 
spoken language possible? 

 
 

v Migration of Homo Sapiens – If homo sapiens originated in the warm climates of Sub-Saharan Africa, 
how did they survive colder climates of the northern regions of Eurasia? 
 
 
 

v The Peopling of the World – How were early humans able to reach places such as Australia and 
North and South America, which are today separated from the Afro-Eurasian landmass by water? Be 
sure to look at the map! 
 
 
 

v The Natural Environment – What are TWO possible explanations for the extinction of several large 
mammal species, such as the wooly rhinoceros? 

Ø  
 
  

Ø  
 
 

Map: Global Migrations of Homo 
Erectus and Homo Sapiens – Examine 
all parts of Map 1.1. Then, draw a star in the 
region in which humans originated, and then 
draw lines to show all the directions in which 
they spread throughout the world. 

NOTE: Your textbook is a 
little behind the times, but 
so are most non-scientific 
resources on this topic. 
The term “hominid,” 
though once used to refer 
only to humans and their 
extinct near relatives, is 
now used to refer to all of 
the great apes (humans, 
chimpanzees, gorillas, 
orangutans, and their 
extinct relatives). The new 
term to replace the earlier, 
more restrictive definition 
is “hominin.” You may see 
different texts use one or 
the other.	


