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Chapter 2: Early Societies in Southwest 
Asia and the Indo-European Migrations 

Section 2: The Formation of a Complex Society and 
Sophisticated Cultural Traditions 

Directions: Read the entirety of the above section, including any additional text selections such as 
“Eyewitness” or “Sources from the Past” and examine all maps, charts, images, and diagrams. As you read 

and learn, complete the questions and tasks below to both demonstrate and preserve what you have learned. 
 
The Formation of a Complex Society and Sophisticated Cultural Traditions 
Ø Mesopotamians invented writing, which enabled them to _________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Economic Specialization and Trade 
v Bronze Metallurgy 

Ø _____________ BCE: Mesopotamians realized that by combining _____________ and ________ 

they could create a new metal alloy called ____________________ 

Ø Positive: Bronze is much ___________________ than copper 

Ø Negative: Copper and tin are both ___________, so bronze was very _____________________ 

v Iron Metallurgy 

Ø 3000s BCE: Early iron implements were too ________________  

Ø 1300 BCE: _________________ developed techniques for forging very strong iron 

Ø Positive: Iron was _____________ than bronze because it was more _______________________, 

which meant it could be used by more __________________, not just the very wealthy 

Ø Enabled empires like the Assyrians to afford more weapons and amass larger __________ 

v The Wheel 
Ø Define draft animal: 

 
Ø Today, the wheel seems so obvious that we take it for granted, but it 

too had to be invented. Show the wheel some appreciation. Write a 
thank you note (or short poem if you like) to the wheel for the ways it 
has helped us both then and now. 

 
 
 
 

v Shipbuilding 
Ø Define maritime: 

 
Ø With advances in shipbuilding, Sumerians developed extensive trade with _________________ 

v Trade Networks 
Ø How do historians know such specific details about the trade that took place in this specific 45-year 

period between these two specific cities? 
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The Emergence of a Stratified Patriarchal Society 

v Social Classes 
Ø Complete the flowchart: 

 

                                                     
 

Ø Building massive public buildings was one way of displaying a city’s __________________ 
v Temple Communities 

Ø Think like the people at that time in terms how they viewed their 
world. Why was the role of priest so important in ancient societies? 

 
 
 
 

Ø Priests and priestesses were often relatives of the ruler. What’s up 
with that? Why do you think they would be the people who would 
end up getting these positions? 

 
 
 
 

Ø Describe the economic role played by temple communities: 
 
 
 
 
 

Ø Define conscription:  
 

Ø Compare and contrast the roles of free commoners and dependent clients: 
 

v Slaves 
Ø What were the three main sources of slaves in Mesopotamia? 

o   

o   

o   

Ø The most common job of slaves was to work as _____________________________ 
Ø True or False: Slavery was life-long and permanent. Explain. 

 

Increase in                         Increase in                          Increase in 
           Increase in 
          Social Class 

  Division 
	

NOTE: For many people, the 
term “priest” brings to mind a 
Catholic priest, but in fact, the 
word priest is often used to 
refer to the religious leaders of 
many different religions, 
especially if that role carries 
with it some special spiritual 
status, authority, or power that 
other people do not possess.	

            Free Commoners                                                    Both                                                    Dependent Clients 
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v Patriarchal Society 
Ø As the head’s of households, what powers were given to men in Mesopotamian societies? 

o   

o   

o   

o   

v Women’s Roles 
Ø  Despite the patriarchy, what opportunities were open to women? 

 
 
 

Ø Why do you think these socio-cultural expectations were applied to women but not men in the same 
way? 

 
 
 

v Sources from the Past: Hammurabi’s Laws on Family Relationships 
Ø Freestyle! Read over the sample of laws and give your reactions and opinions below: 

 
 
 
 
The Development of Written Cultural Traditions 

v Cuneiform Writing 
World's First System of Writing! 
Ø Name:  
Ø Date of Invention: 
Ø Inventing Culture: 
Ø Adapted and Used by: 
Ø Tool Used to Write: 
Ø Original Primary Purpose: 

 

Ø Define literacy: 
 

Ø True or False: The majority of people in 
Mesopotamian societies were literate. 
Explain.  
 
 
 

v Education 
Ø Why do you think writing was able to 

expand knowledge further than oral 
transmission? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

v Astronomy and Mathematics 
Ø Why were astronomy and math so 

important to agricultural societies? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v The Epic of Gilgamesh 
Ø What role did the Epic play in Mesopotamian societies? How was it 

more than just a story? 
 
 
 


