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Chapter 3: Early African Societies 

and the Bantu Migrations 
Section 1: Early Agricultural Societies in Africa 

Directions: Read the entirety of the above section, including any additional text selections such as 
“Eyewitness” or “Sources from the Past” and examine all maps, charts, images, and diagrams. As you read 

and learn, complete the questions and tasks below to both demonstrate and preserve what you have learned. 
 

Chapter Focus 
After reading the Chapter Focus, one topic or theme I plan to keep an eye out 
for while reading is: 
 
 
 
Ø Define Sahel: 
 
  
EYEWITNESS: The Making of a Mummy 
Ø Define prosper: 
 
Ø How did agriculture influence Egyptian beliefs about life and death and the afterlife? 
 
 
 
Ø Agriculture in Africa started in the ____________ and from there spread to ____________________ and 

______________________________________

Early Agricultural Society in Africa 
Ø Two major civilizations developed along the ___________ River, the larger and more famous 

_______________ in the north, and their neighbor to the south, ________________ 

Climatic Change and the Development of Agriculture in Africa 
Ø Define steppe: 
 
Ø True or False: The Sahara desert has always been a desert. (Explain) 
 
 
 

v Early Sudanic Agriculture 
Ø When the word "Sudan" is used in a geographical rather 

than political context, it refers to: 
 
 

Ø Define divine: 
 

Ø List three features of early Sudanic religious belief: 

o   

o   

o   

NOTE: It seems there may 
be a typo or error in the 
textbook. The textbook 
seems to suggest that 
"Sub-Saharan Africa" 
refers to the region of the 
Sahara itself, while, in 
reality, it generally refers to 
the entirety of the African 
continent south of, or 
"under" (sub), the Sahara.	
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v Climatic Change 
Ø Define arid: 

 
Climatic change after 5000 BCE People responded by 

 
 
 
 

 

v The Nile River Valley 
Ø Define river delta: 

 
 

Ø Define alluvial: 
 

Ø Complete the flowchart: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Egypt and Nubia: “Gifts of the Nile” 
Ø Define cataract: 
 
Ø Why was Egypt called "The Gift of the Nile"? Draw a cartoon to represent 

this concept.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v Early Agriculture in the Nile Valley 
Ø Agriculture was introduced to Egypt by people from ___________________ around 10,000 BCE. 

 
Ø Define recede: 

 
 

Ø Define demographic: 
 
 

 
Ø Complete the flowchart: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Nile River 

____________ 

annually 

Layer of rich, ____________, 

_____________ deposits 

left behind	

	

Remarkably 

__________________ 

agricultural economy	

	
NOTE: Many people are 
surprised to learn that the Nile 
River flows from south to 
north, not from north to south. 
What really matters is 
elevation. The Nike starts at a 
high point in the mountains of 
East Africa and ends at a low 
point at its delta on the coast 
of the Mediterranean Sea. For 
this reason, "Upper Egypt" 
refers to the south, and "Lower 
Egypt" refers to the north.	

Agricultural 

____________ 

possible even with 

little effort in Egypt 

Larger 

population 

requires even 

larger surplus 

Surplus leads to 

________________ 

growth in 

Egypt 

Egyptian develop… 
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v Map: The Nile Valley and 
Imperial Egypt 
On the map of the Nile 
River Valley below, mark 
all of the cataracts (with 
two lines as on Map 3.1) 
and number them (just 
numbers is fine). Next, 
label the Red Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea, and 
the Sahara Desert. Then, 
based on the map and the 
description in the text, 
shade in and label (with 
small arrows) the regions 
of Egypt and Nubia. 

 
v Political Organization 

Ø How did the geography 
of the Nile River Valley 
make Egypt and Nubia 
less vulnerable to 
external threats than 
Mesopotamia? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ø Political situation in the 
Nile Valley in 3300 
BCE = 

 
 
 
 
The Unification of Egypt 

v Menes 
Ø Political situation in the Nile Valley in 3100 BCE = 

 
 

Ø Key aspects of the role of Pharaoh 

o   

o   

o   

o   
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v The Archaic Period and the Old Kingdom 
Ø PYRAMIDS: Draw a picture of the pyramids to the right and complete the chart below 
Time Period of 
Construction  

Built for  

Purpose/ 
Function  

Fun Fact  

 
v Relations Between Egypt and Nubia 

Ø Complete the chart below 
 Political Concerns Economic Concerns 

Egypt 
 
 
 

 

Nubia 
 
 
 

 

 
v The Early Kingdom of Kush 

Ø The Nubian kingdom of (Kush) was established largely due to the pressure of 
a) Increasing Egyptian attempts to control Nubian land 
b) Increasing Nubian population due to agricultural surplus 
c) Increasingly complex trade relations requiring greater organization 
d) the political vacuum left by the weakening of the Egyptian state  

 
Turmoil and Empire 

v The Hyksos 
Ø Define tribute (historical): 

 
Ø The Hyksos: Things We Know 

o   

o   

o   

o   

Ø In the top-right corner of the map on the previous page, write the 
word “Canaan” (an older name for the region of Palestine) on the 
land along the Mediterranean coast, then draw a thick “bubble” 
arrow going from Canaan to Lower Egypt, and label the arrow 
“Hyksos” to illustrate their migration route. 

 

Ø Eventually, the Egyptians were able to defeat and expel the Hyksos, but they were only able to do 
so by... 

 
 

NOTE: So apparently your 
textbook is just going to skip 
right over the Middle Kingdom 
(2055-1650 BCE), which was 
an important period of 
economic expansion for Egypt. 
The invasion of and conquest 
by the Hyksos marks the end 
of the Middle Kingdom. 	
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v The New Kingdom 
Ø Define bureaucracy: 

 
 

Ø How did a bureaucratic system 
make governing New Kingdom 
Egypt possible? 

 
 
 
 
 

v Egyptian Imperialism 
Ø Define imperialism: 

 
 

Ø Imperialism is inherently aggressive, 
but very often imperialists try to 
justify their actions. Provide 
justifications to the conquest of the 
regions of the Levant 
(Canaan/Palestine and Syria) and 
Nubia. 

o Egypt had to conquer the 
Levant because… 

 
 
 
 

o Egypt had to conquer Nubia 
because… 

 
 
 

 
v The Revived Kingdom of Kush 

Ø How did the Nubians, in a sense, 
get their revenge on Egypt? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ø Based on the text and on your prior 
knowledge, what gave the 
Assyrians the “edge” they needed to 
conquer the Egyptians? 

 
 
 
 


