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Chapter 3: Early African Societies 

and the Bantu Migrations 
Section 2: The Formation of Complex Societies and 

Sophisticated Cultural Traditions 
Directions: Read the entirety of the above section, including any additional text selections such as 

“Eyewitness” or “Sources from the Past” and examine all maps, charts, images, and diagrams. As you read 
and learn, complete the questions and tasks below to both demonstrate and preserve what you have learned. 

 
The Formation of Complex Societies and Sophisticated Cultural Traditions 
Ø “Egypt figured as a center of trade, linking lands in ________________________, the ________________ 

__________________________, and ____________________________________.” 

The Emergence of Cities and Stratified Societies 
v Cities of the Nile Valley: Egypt 

Ø MATCHING: Draw lines to connect each city with its primary function/purpose. 
 

Memphis 
Thebes 
Tanis 
Heliopolis 

Economic 

Religious/Cultural 

Political 

 
v Cities of the Nile Valley: Nubia 

Ø Over the course of more than two millennia, the successive capitals of Nubia, first Kerma, then 
Napata, and finally Meroë, moved further and further south. Why do you think that was the case? 

 
 
 
 

v Social Classes 
Ø How did Egyptian political leadership differ from that of Mesopotamian societies? 

 
 
 
 

Ø How did these differences create more opportunities for upward social mobility among commoners? 
 
 
 
 

v Patriarchal Society 
Ø Define accumulate: 

Ø The roles of women, whether higher or lower class, were mainly confined to the _______________ 

Ø “Both men and women were able to accumulate _________________, including ______________, 

and pass ______________ along to their children.” 

v Women’s Influence in Egypt and Nubia 
Ø Describe three influential roles played by some Egyptian women. 
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Ø QUEEN HATSHEPSUT  
Reign: Co-Ruler: 

Fun Fact: 
 

Ø CIRCLE ONE: In Nubia, there were ( MANY / NO ) female rulers of Kush. 
Ø Read the questions contained in “Reverberations of Urbanization and the 

Creation of Patriarchy” and respond below with your thoughts and 
theories. Don’t worry about being wrong. 
 
 
 

 
Economic Specialization and Trade 

v Bronze Metallurgy 
Ø One benefit to Egypt of the Hyksos invasion was: 

 
 

Ø Bronze was so valuable that there was concern that craftsmen might: 
 
 

v Iron Metallurgy 
Ø What does it mean that iron metallurgy "arose independently" in 

Sub-Saharan Africa? Include dates in your explanation. 
 
 
 
 
 

v Transportation 
Ø How did the natural environment allow Egyptians to easily travel 

both north and south on the Nile? 
 
 
 

Ø Why did Nubians not share these same advantages? 
 
 

 
 

v Trade Networks 
Ø In the boxes on the right, draw and label some of the 

commodities traded between Egypt and Nubia. 
 

Ø Why were Egyptians willing to trade such valuable items in 
exchange for cedar wood from _______________? 

 
 
 
 
 

Egypt 

Nubia 
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v Maritime Trade: Egypt and Punt 
Ø Which side do you think benefitted more from the trade between Egypt and Punt? Or was it equal? 

Explain you thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
Early Writing in the Nile Valley 

v Hieroglyphic Writing 
Ø Complete the chart below of the various systems of writing in Ancient Egypt: 

Writing System Hieroglyphic Hieratic Demotic/Coptic 
Time Period Invented    

Literal Meaning    

Based On/Inspired By    

Main Use    
Ø While hieroglyphs were more common on inscriptions, hieratic and demotic were often written on a 

paper-like material called _________________. 
 

 
v Education 

Ø Your confused friend asks: "Wait, if Nubians spoke a different language than Egyptians, then how 
are they supposed to have written with the hieroglyphic script?" Do your best to provide clarification 
for this misunderstanding. 

 
 
 
 

v Meroitic Writing 
Ø Define ascertain: 

 
Ø What part of Meroitic writing have scholars been unable to decipher and why? 

 
 
The Development of Organized Religious Traditions 

v Amon and Re 
Ø What happened to Egyptian beliefs about Amon and Re over time? 

 
 
 
 

v Aten and Monotheism 
Ø Define monotheism: 

 
Ø Define polytheism: 

 
 

Ø What made Akhenaten's religion of Atenism monotheistic in comparison 
to the traditional Egyptian religion? 
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Ø If you were an Egyptian living under Akhenaten, how 
would you feel about him changing the religion for all 
of Egypt? 

 
 
 
 

v Mummification 
Ø How did Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife change of 

time? What is the general trend and why do you think 
it continued in that direction? 

 
 
 
 

v Cult of Osiris 
Ø Define hymn: 

 
Ø Osiris was associated with the Nile because... 

 
 

Ø * According to the Cult of Osiris, salvation in the afterlife was based on 
______________, not on _______________, as in the traditional or official cult.  

v Sources from the Past: Hymn to Osiris 
Ø Before you read this hymn, try to imagine that you are there in Ancient Egypt. 

Imagine what your life would be like and everything that would be important to 
you. As you read, think about the historical context, the tone of the hymn, the 
perspective of the reciter (it would have probably been spoken aloud), and most 
importantly, the overall feeling you get while reading. Then, write your reflections 
below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v Nubian Religious Beliefs 
Ø How was the association that developed between Osiris and Sebiumeker similar to earlier 

developments with Amon and Ra/Re? 
 
 
 
 

Ø Do you find it surprising how accepting these different religious traditions tend to be, to the point of 
adopting each other's beliefs and traditions? Why or why not? 

NOTE: In a modern context, the word “cult” 
is usually used in reference to small religious 
groups whose members are manipulated and 
exploited by a charismatic but controlling 
leader. This is NOT what we mean when we 
use the word “cult” in the context of Ancient 
History. For our purposes, “cult” refers to any 
system of religious devotion practiced by a 
group of people, usually focused on a 
particular god. In polytheistic societies, even 
though most people believed in the same 
collection of deities, there were often many 
distinct cults to each of those gods, and 
sometimes even several different cults to the 
same god, each of which had their own 
separate rites and rituals. So, for example, 
Ancient Egyptian polytheism is not really a 
single religion but more like a collection of 
related and interconnected religions, or cults.	


