
Rise of the Planet of the Humans 
 

Unit 1: Topics for Review 
 

Test Format 
Your Unit Test will be divided into two sections. The first section will consist of ten multiple-choice questions. Some 
will be from previous Regents exams and some will be original questions, usually a bit more challenging, focused more 
directly on the material you have studied in class and at home. If you would like to see sample questions, you can visit 
MrCaseyHistory.com and select “Past Global Regents” from the Resources menu. The second section will consist of two 
AP-style short response questions. These questions will each have three parts, and you will have a maximum limit of 
one page to fully respond. You will be expected to provide specific examples from what you have learned to support your 
responses. If you would like to see sample questions, the SRQs at the end of each textbook section are the same style. 

 
Test Topics 

The topics and themes listed below are meant to be a guide for studying, not just a list of terms to memorize. The 
expectation is that you will have a comprehensive understanding of all the issues, developments, events, and concepts we 
have been studying and analyzing from this unit. 
 

• Social Scientists 
• Geographic Regions 
• Neolithic Revolution 

o Paleolithic Life 
§ Sedentary Hunter-Gatherers 

o Causes 
o Continuity and Change Over Time 
o Impact 

§ Job Specialization 
§ Urbanization 
§ Social Stratification 
§ Patriarchy 

• Theories of State Formation 
• River Valleys 

o Names, Geography, Key Features 
o Impact on Civilization 
o Connections to Society and Culture 

• Irrigation 
o Purpose and Function 
o Impact on Civilization 

• Development of Writing 
o Earliest Uses 
o Different Writing Systems 
o Impact on Civilization 

• Metallurgy 
• Patriarchy 
• Major Civilizations 

o Mesopotamia 
§ Geography and Religion 
§ Political Systems 
§ Code of Hammurabi 

• General Importance 
• Familiarity with Laws 
• Social Implications 

o Egypt 
§ Geography and Religion 
§ Political Systems 
§ Continuity and Change Over 

Time 
o Indus 

§ Geography and Religion 
§ Advances in Technology, 

Development, Trade 
§ Unsolved Mysteries 

o China 
§ Geography and Religion 
§ Political Systems 

• Mandate of Heaven / 
Dynastic Cycle 

§ Relationship with Neighbors 
and Others 

o Compare and Contrast Features of 
Major Civilizations

 
Study Resources and Tips 

Among your most valuable resources for studying are your textbook homework assignments. Because they are broken 
down into sub-sections, they should serve as a quick guide and summary of the most important points from the textbook. 
As you review your textbook homeworks, with the above topic list in mind, if you come across something that you want 
to review in more depth, you can go right to that sub-section in the textbook for greater detail. In addition to the textbook 
assignments, you can refer to the readings, worksheets, and organizers we have completed in class, as well as your 
responses to the Crash Course videos, which should be emailed to you upon completion for your reviewing needs. 


