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AP WORLD Interim Assessment I  
 

Test Format 
Your Interim Assessment will consist of twenty AP-style multiple-choice questions. These questions are considerably 
more challenging than those you find on the Unit Tests. They require a deeper understanding of the content as well as the 
ability to correctly interpret the question and the answer choices. They are ALWAYS associated with some kind of 
document, BUT the question itself often cannot be found in the document and often has nothing really to do with the 
document directly other than being on the same topic, so don’t let that fool you! HOWEVER, if the question specifically 
asks you if the document shows something, or begins with “According to…” then it almost definitely is in, or at least 
directly related to, the document, so you need to make sure you don’t pick an answer that, although historically accurate, 
is not related to the document. If you would like to see sample questions, the MCs at the end of each textbook section are 
the same style. 

 
Test Topics 

The topics and themes listed below are meant to be a guide for studying, not just a list of terms to memorize. The 
expectation is that you will have a comprehensive understanding of all the issues, developments, events, and concepts we 
have been studying and analyzing from this unit.

• Human Origins 
o Patterns of Migration out of Africa 
o Theories of Migration 

• Neolithic Revolution 
o Independent Development of 

Agriculture Around the World 
§ Few staple crops from different 

regions 
o Factors that led from Subsistence to 

Surplus 
§ Tools/Technology/Techniques 
§ Settlements à Villages à 

Towns à Cities 
o Social Organization/Urbanization 

§ Patriarchy/Gender 
§ Specialization of Labor 

• Monumental 
Architecture/Public 
Works 

o Religious 
o Political 
o Infrastructural 

• Social Stratification 

o Roles of Governments in Early 
Agricultural Societies 

• Conquest & Empire Building 
o Influence of Resources and Technology 
o Claims to Power/Legitimacy 
o Methods of Maintaining Control 

§ Legal Codes 
• Code of Hammurabi 

o Religious Connections 
o Impact on Social 

Stratification/Patriarchy/Authoritarian 
Political Control 

• Social Classes Across Civilizations 
(Compare/Contrast) 

o Status of Farmers/Peasants 
o Status of Rulers (CCOT) 
o Varying Importance of 

Religion/Religious Leaders 
o Relationships Between Groups 

• Americas/Oceania 
o Olmec Heads 
o Easter Island Heads 
o Social/Cultural/Political Characteristics 
o Environmental Limitations (Both)

 
Study Resources and Tips 

Among your most valuable resources for studying are your textbook homework assignments. Because they are broken 
down into sub-sections, they should serve as a quick guide and summary of the most important points from the textbook. 
As you review your textbook homeworks, with the above topic list in mind, if you come across something that you want 
to review in more depth, you can go right to that sub-section in the textbook for greater detail. In addition to the textbook 
assignments, you can refer to the readings, worksheets, and organizers we have completed in class, as well as your 
responses to the Crash Course videos, which should be emailed to you upon completion for your reviewing needs. 
 


