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Chapter 2: Early Societies in Southwest 
Asia and the Indo-European Migrations 
Section 3: The Broader Influence of Mesopotamian Society 

Directions: Read the entirety of the above section, including any additional text selections such as 
“Eyewitness” or “Sources from the Past” and examine all maps, charts, images, and diagrams. As you read 

and learn, complete the questions and tasks below to both demonstrate and preserve what you have learned. 
 
The Broader Influence of Mesopotamian Society 
Ø Mesopotamians spread their influence to neighboring societies by: 
 
 
Ø What does it mean that other peoples adopted Mesopotamian ways selectively? 
 
 
 
Hebrews, Israelites, and Jews 
Ø Label the bubbles below to define the three terms: Hebrews, Israelites, and Jews, and represent the 

relationship between them. 
 

 
 
 

 
v The Early Hebrews 

Ø Define patriarch: 
 
 

Ø The earliest Hebrews were ______________________________ 
Ø What is Abraham’s relationship to the Hebrew people? 

 
 
 

Ø The text makes the claim that “The Hebrews altered the story..” 
What alternative explanation could there be for the similarities 
between the stories? 

 
 
 
 
 

v Migrations and Settlement in Palestine 
Ø According to the textbook, the Hebrew Bible was not compiled as 

a book until after _________ BCE 

Hebrews Israelites Jews NOTE: While I appreciate that 
the authors made the effort to 
clarify the connections and 
differences between the three 
terms Hebrews, Israelites, and 
Jews, I think it was still left a bit 
unclear. The text correctly points 
out that Hebrews were a broad 
ethnic group, Israelites were just 
one of many groups of Hebrews, 
and Jews were one of several 
groups of Israelites. However, it 
should also be made clear that 
Hebrew identity developed the 
furthest back in time, then later 
on the Israelites became a 
distinct group among the 
Hebrews, and then even later in 
history the Jews became a 
specific community. 
Furthermore, there has been and 
continues to be ongoing debate 
outside and inside modern 
Jewish communities in terms of 
what exactly it means to be a 
Jew, and not all of those who 
practice the Jewish faith today 
are, in part or in whole, 
descended from the Ancient 
Middle Eastern people of Judah. 
Today, it can be seen as an 
ethnic, religious, national, and/or 
cultural identity.	
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Ø What is potentially problematic about using the Hebrew Bible as a historical source? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

Ø Define commercial (adj): 
 

Ø Complete the flow chart of the story of the Israelites:  
 

Ø “When the Israelites settled in Palestine, they were the only group of people occupying that land.” 
True or False? Explain: 

 
 
 

v Moses and Monotheism 
Ø List all the beliefs about the Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, mentioned in this section: 

 
 
 
 

Ø King Solomon built a ____________ for Yahweh in the city of ______________________ 
 

Ø What are the Ten Commandments? 
 
 
 
 

Ø What is the Torah? 
 
 
 

Ø How does the historical record, outside the Bible, differ from the Biblical 
version of the story? Do you think these historical findings contradict 
the Biblical story, or do you there is room to reconcile the two 
narratives? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

v Assyrian and Babylonian Conquests 
Ø Define assimilation: 

 
Ø According to tradition, the Kingdom split into: 

 
 

1850	BCE	
Abraham	left	

the	city	of	Ur	in	
Southern	

Mesopotamia	
and	settled	in	
the	Levant.	

1700s	BCE	
	

1300	BCE	
	 The	Twelve	

Israelite	Tribes	
	

1000	BCE	–	
930	BCE	

	

NOTE: While the textbook 
reflects the view of most 
historians, that the Torah was 
either partly or entirely written 
generations after the death of 
Moses, it is worth noting that 
the traditional narrative 
suggests that the Torah was 
revealed to Moses by God.	
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Ø Add details to the chart below: 
Assyrian Conquest Neo-Babylonian Conquest 

 
 
 
 

 

Group in Exile Group in Exile 
 
 
 

 

Fate of the Exiles Fate of the Exiles 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ø According to tradition, what role did the Prophets play among the Israelites? 

 
 
 

v The Early Jewish Community 
Ø IMPORTANT: The Jews were just a small group among many Southwest Asian 

peoples, and many similar groups from that time have long since lost their 
separate identities, having blended into the larger dominant cultural identities of 
the region, including the Northern Israelites. Why, then did the Jews, uniquely, 
maintain a cultural and ethnic identity that persists even until today? What set 
them apart from the others? 

 
 
 
 
The Phoenicians 
Ø What did the Phoenicians actually call themselves and 

their land? 
 

 
 
v The Early Phoenicians 

Ø Canaanites first reach the Mediterranean coast after ______________________ 

Ø They were more interested in ________________________ than ___________________________ 

v Phoenician Trade Networks 
Ø Phoenicians turned to trade because: 

 
 

Ø TRADE ITEMS: Draw and label two or three of the key items they traded over land and sea. 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: The inhabitants of Palestine at this time, 
where the Israelites lived, also had this same 
name and were considered another branch of 
this ethno-linguistic group. The Hebrew Bible 
refers to the land of Palestine, or the Levantine 
coast more broadly, by this same place-name.	
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Ø 1200-800 BCE à 
 

Ø Established colonies in: 
 
 

Ø Phoenician religious connection to Mesopotamia: 
 
 
 
 
 

v Alphabetic Writing 
Ø Original writing system used by Levantine peoples (Phoenicians, Syrians, etc) =  

Ø Development by 1500 BCE =  

Ø Why is an alphabetic script superior to cuneiform? 

 

 

Ø How have the Phoenicians had an impact on our lives today? 

 

 


