
AP World Interim Assessment 2 
 

Test Format 
Your Interim Assessment will consist of twenty-five AP-style multiple-choice questions. These questions are considerably more 
challenging than those you find on the Unit Tests. They require a deeper understanding of the content as well as the ability to correctly 
interpret the question and the answer choices. They are ALWAYS associated with some kind of document, BUT the question itself 
often cannot be found in the document and often has nothing really to do with the document directly other than being on the same 
topic, so don’t let that fool you! HOWEVER, if the question specifically asks you if the document shows something, or begins with 
“According to…” then it almost definitely is in, or at least directly related to, the document, so you need to make sure you don’t pick 
an answer that, although historically accurate, is not related to the document. If you would like to see sample questions, the MCs at the 
end of each textbook section are the same style. 

 
Test Vocabulary 

The terms and names below are not an exhaustive list of everything you need to know for the test, and there may be words below that 
you will not see on the test. However, I will expect you to have a full understanding of these terms and concepts when you sit for the 
exam. It is not enough to recognize the word or to memorize a definition, but you should understand the word in context and how it 
connects to broader themes and topics. 
 

Key Groups Key Concepts Key Figures 
Achaemenid Persian Empire 

Macedonians 
Mauryan Empire 

Gupta Empire 
Hellenistic Empires 

Monasticism/Asceticism (across faiths) 
Patriarchy (across cultures) 

Syncretism  
Religious Tolerance 

Zoroastrianism 
Ahura Mazda 

Ahriman 
Dualism 

Hindu Caste System 
Social Mobility 

Buddhism 
Confucianism 

Filial Piety 
Meritocracy 

Chinese Civil Service 
Confucian View of Merchants 

Democracy 

Xerxes 
Ashoka 
Pericles 

Alexander 
Constantine 

Key Events Key Texts 
Spread of Buddhism 
Peloponnesian War 
Death of Alexander 
Spread of Hellenism 

 

Avesta 
Edicts of Ashoka 

Funeral Oration of Pericles 
Edict of Milan 

Key Topics 
Impact of religious beliefs on politics and society for all religions listed above 

Aftermath of the death of Alexander 
CCOT for the experience of Christians in the Roman world and Roman attitude toward Christianity 

 


