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Chapter 14: The Expansive Real of Islam 
Section 3: Economy and Society in the Early Islamic World 

 

Directions: Based on further student feedback, we are testing out another new method of learning from the 
textbook. This time, you will be free to take your own notes on the textbook reading in whatever style you feel 
most helpful and relevant to you. I still expect you to record all important history-content vocabulary as well as 

higher-level words to improve your general vocabulary, and take notes on important concepts, events, and 
developments in history. I will offer you guidance on what to cover, but ultimately it will be your choice and your 

responsibility. The goal is to focus on note taking for your own benefit, so you can learn now and study later. 
Rather than collecting and marking your notes daily, I will assess them through short quizzes and Plickers in 

class to make sure that you read and took notes thoroughly. 
 

In general, you should focus on cause and effect relationships, connections between events, people, and 
places, continuity and change over time, geography, major turning points, political, economic, social, cultural, 
and technological characteristics of civilizations, trade routes, and major trends or themes. Do not only record 
what the textbook says, but definitely include your own thoughts, observations, analyses, and questions. Also, 

be ready at all times to be critical of the textbook by identifying bias or presenting a different viewpoint. 
 

Topics to Cover in Notes 
New crops (especially cotton) and new agricultural techniques 

Impact they had on the Caliphate 
Connection between agricultural development and urban growth 

Origins and importance of paper in the Muslim World 
(consider long-term impact as well) 
Connection of Muhammad to Trade 
Revival of Silk Road in Central Asia 

Spread of camel use and caravanserai 
Origin, function, and impact of compass, lateen sail, and astrolabe 

Trade in the Indian Ocean Basin 
Islamic Banking, its function, the services it provided, how it facilitated trade, future influence 

Islamic Business Methods 
Regional Trade Partners and the trade goods they provided 

Distinguish between long established trade centers and newly connected regions 
Islamic Spain, the political situation, demographics (Berbers), city of Cordoba 

Impact of Islam on Women 
Islamic teachings related to women’s rights 

Personal examples of Khadijah and Muhammad 
Aspects of Patriarchy retained in Muslim societies 

Whether they originated from Islamic religion or pre-Islamic culture 
 
 

Please also include your questions and reflections on this assignment so we can discuss them in class! 
Be sure to bring your notes to class so you can add to them further during class discussion and notes! 


