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Chapter 14: The Expansive Real of Islam 
Section 4: Islamic Values and Cultural Exchanges 

 

Directions: Based on further student feedback, we are testing out another new method of learning from the 
textbook. This time, you will be free to take your own notes on the textbook reading in whatever style you feel 
most helpful and relevant to you. I still expect you to record all important history-content vocabulary as well as 

higher-level words to improve your general vocabulary, and take notes on important concepts, events, and 
developments in history. I will offer you guidance on what to cover, but ultimately it will be your choice and your 

responsibility. The goal is to focus on note taking for your own benefit, so you can learn now and study later. 
Rather than collecting and marking your notes daily, I will assess them through short quizzes and Plickers in 

class to make sure that you read and took notes thoroughly. 
 

In general, you should focus on cause and effect relationships, connections between events, people, and 
places, continuity and change over time, geography, major turning points, political, economic, social, cultural, 
and technological characteristics of civilizations, trade routes, and major trends or themes. Do not only record 
what the textbook says, but definitely include your own thoughts, observations, analyses, and questions. Also, 

be ready at all times to be critical of the textbook by identifying bias or presenting a different viewpoint. 
 

Topics to Cover in Notes 
Importance of Arabic text of the Quran 

Sharia as a force of cultural unity 
Role of judges (qadis), scholars (ulema), schools (madrasas) in society 

Sufis, their beliefs and practices, disagreement with religious scholars (theologians), role as missionaries, 
(look ahead to “Connecting the Sources” for more), Greater vs Lesser Jihad,  

Rabi’a al ‘Adawiyya, Al Ghazali, their poetry/writing and the ideas it reflected 
Role of Hajj as a cultural unifying force within dar al-Islam 
Scholarship and Translation, its importance and impact 

Travel and geography/cartography 
Persian influence , political and cultural, Rubaiyat 

Indian Influence, Hindi/Arabic Numerals, math science medicine 
Greek influence, philosophy, especially Aristotle 

Ibn Rushd aka Averroes, his work and views and their impact on Christian scholarship 
 
 

Please also include your questions and reflections on this assignment so we can discuss them in class! 
Be sure to bring your notes to class so you can add to them further during class discussion and notes! 

 
AP Test Practice 

You must also examine the documents and answer the two questions for AP Test Practice in this section, and 
you must write a brief explanation of why you chose your answer. 


